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was born Mary Evelyn Hamilton

in 1920, one of twelve children in a successful Cullman
County farming family. She married Ottis Burrow in 1937,
and together they became pillars of the Cullman community.
Evelyn Burrow was a modern woman before her time, an
entrepreneur who operated businesses in a man’s world,
from a stint managing a Western Union, where she collected
her first porcelain and glass wares — trading art for services
and gasoline during the war — to running the Palomino Motel
and Restaurant with her husband, where friends and guests
contributed to the couple’s immense collection of horse
figurines, to opening one of the most successful Holiday
Inns in America, which held a Top 10 spot for years and
attracted such guests as Ethel Kennedy. Mrs. Burrow’s
diverse business interests afforded her many international

travel opportunities and exposed her to art from around the world. During retirement she ran a growing antiques
business and later established the museum that would become her legacy. Through her gifts to Wallace State
valued in the millions, Evelyn Burrow educates and inspires generations of current and future artists, collectors
and art historians, and encourages us all to see the beauty, artistry and craftsmanship in the objects that

surround us every day.
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The United States experienced a surge in pottery production during the years between 1880
and 1960, a period of great innovation and creative inspiration, defined today as the American
art pottery movement.

The term “art pottery” is used to describe any ceramics made with an artistic
sensibility, for “art’s sake.” That is, ceramics created for their decorative rather
than their utilitarian value. Art pottery can be made by individual studio potters,

or by commercial pottery manufacturers.

The American art pottery movement began in 1786 at the Philadelphia
Centennial Exhibition, when individual potters began to show their decorative
wares. Until then, most decorative pottery had been imported from Europe.
The popularity of such pieces led many pottery companies to establish lines of
commercial art wares. By the turn of the twentieth century, there were a number
of potteries in the United States producing a range of artistic pottery.

One of the most well known and sought after type of American art
pottery was made by the Roseville pottery, established in
Zanesville, Ohio, in 1890. The company produced a number of
highly successful art pottery lines and created a unique design
vocabulary that greatly influenced other American manufacturers.
Roseville remains one of the most highly collectible types of
pottery today.
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By the 18th Century, Europe’s fascination with porcelain had
reached such new heights that it came to be known as “white gold.”
Emperors and kings created entire rooms dedicated to the display
of their wares. Manufactories were established to replicate the
techniques for making hard paste porcelain discovered by the
Chinese in the 6th Century, and the secret was first unlocked in
Europe by the Meissen manufactory in Dresden, Germany in 1709.
From that discovery to the successful production of modern
manufactories worldwide, porcelain has become ubiquitous today,
but this gallery reminds us that was not always so. The Evelyn
Burrow Museum’s porcelain room is inspired by the porcelain rooms
in palaces of old including the Charlottenburg Palace in Berlin, the
Schoenbrunn Palace in Vienna, the Palacio Real in Madrid, and the
Santos Palace in Lisbon, and by the Seattle Art Museum’s
extraordinary modern interpretation. We hope this display will
enhance your enjoyment of porcelain and inspire your further study
of its place in the history of decorative art.
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The Tour Continues

Learn More

Supporting the Arts

A special thanks to Anne Forschler-Tarrasch, Ph.D., The Marguerite Jones Harbert and John M. Harbert Il Curator of
Decorative Arts for the Birmingham Museum of Art, for providing curatorial direction during the development of this
Museum. Thanks also to Terry Beckham and Denny Frank and the staff of the Birmingham Museum of Art for their
willingness to answer questions and provide input along the way, and to Paul Martinez of the Seattle Art Museum, and
Nathan Varner, for their insight on exhibition design. Interior exhibition construction and final design were done by K.C.
Squires and the team at Expo Displays. Publication design was done by Melanie Poole.
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Visit Us

Contact Information

THE EVELYN BURROW MUSEUM
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