Charnwood Antiques

Providing you with superb quality furniture & furnishings combined with exceptional customer service. Be the custodian of an antique, invest in our furniture!

Item of the Month
Victorian Burr Walnut Credenza C1860
The Victorians loved embellishment, and following the more masculine designs of the Georgian periods, and the flamboyant designs of the Regency period, the furniture designed in Queen Victoria’s reign, particularly during the mid to late 19th Century, in comparison is quite often elaborately carved or heavily adorned with carvings.
Our item of the month is this beautifully decorative Victorian Credenza.
The Credenza was a piece of furniture most likely used in a dining room. Romantic speculation leads us to imagine the mirror back reflecting the candles burning on the dining table set with silver for dinner, the cool marble top keeping the dessert chilled and providing an ideal place to serve from and the cabinet below housing the family’s finest dinner service.

This credenza dating from circa 1860 has a solid walnut and pine carcase and solid mahogany doors with burr walnut veneers. The carvings are made from solid walnut and the pillars either side of the central door have been hand turned on a lathe. All of the mirrors in the base, as well as the mirrored back are original to this piece. The mirrors have a lovely ‘grey’ tone which is indicative of an antique mirror, rather than the bright silver tone of a modern replacement. The mirrors do have some minor ‘foxing’ where the mercury silver backs have slightly deteriorated due to changes in humidity, however this all adds to its character.
The cabinet base has a large central storage area with one shelf, and each of the side doors open to reveal a triangular storage area also with a single shelf. The base is florally inlaid with satinwood which has been superbly executed. The mirror back and serpentine marble top are original to the credenza and again the carvings are made from solid walnut. It is often the case that a mirror back is removed and lost from a credenza during its lifetime and so it is pleasing to see this lovely piece of furniture complete. This credenza is of good small proportion and although would still perfectly grace a dining room, would also work well as a focal point in a hallway or sitting room.
This is certainly a piece of antique furniture that you would stop and admire each time your eyes fell upon it, both for its decorative nature and quality of craftsmanship.
