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A new angle on the

London Underground

Creating a tube map for the 21st century
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The original London Underground diagram, designed by Harry
Beck is one of the greatest designs of the twentieth century. He
rationalised and clarified a complex system to produce a simple,
easy to follow piece of information graphics. The principles he
established for the diagram are still in use today.

However, in 1931 when it was first used, there were only seven
lines so the compromises Beck made on geographical accuracy
did not matter greatly. Today, with the constant development
of the diagram now accommodating twice as many lines, these
inaccuracies are more of a problem. Indeed, they form the basis
for a major criticism of the diagram, that it bears little or no
relation to London at street level.

This is particularly the case with newer lines especially London
Overground which has been shoe-horned in leaving stations
nowhere near their neighbours, for example: Watford and
Watford Junction; Archway and Upper Holloway; Seven Sisters
and South Tottenham; South Acton and Chiswick Park.

Grid  Station Line & Zone Grid  Station Line & Zone
F4 Dundonald Road S D3 Hammersmith ee 2
B4 Hampstead ® 2/3

D2 Ealing Broadway oo 3 B4 Hampstead Heath 2
D2 Ealing Common ee 3 C2 Hanger Lane e 3
D4 Earl's Court o0 1/2 C3 Harlesden ® B
C3 East Acton e 2 B5 Harringay Green Lanes 3
B1 Eastcote e 5 F7 Harrington Road S
F6 East Croydon S B2 Harrow & Wealdstone (] 5
A4 East Finchley e 3 B2 Harrow-on-the Hill ® 5
C8 East Ham ® 3/4 Bl HatchEnd 6
D8 East India e 2/3 D1 Hatton Cross ®5/6
E3 East Putney ® 2/3 B2 Headstone Lane 5
A3 Edgware e 5 D1 Heathrow Terminals 1,2, 3 @ 6
C4 Edgware Road 1 D1 Heathrow Terminal 4 ® 6
D6 Elephant & Castle 00 1/2 D1 Heathrow Terminal 5 @ 6
F7 Elmers End S B4 Hendon Central ® 3/4
B9 Elm Park @ 6 D7 Heron Quays e 2
E7 Elverson Road e 2/3 A4 High Barnet e 5
D5 Embankment e 00 1 B5 Highbury & Islington e 2
A9 Epping @ 6 B4 Highgate e 3
C5 Euston oo | D4 High Street Kensington o 1
C5 Euston Square o 1 B1 Hillingdon e® 6
C5 Holborn oo 1
A9 Fairlop e 4 D3 Holland Park e 2
C6 Farringdon o 1 B5 Holloway Road e 2
F7 Fieldway S B7 Homerton 2
A4 Finchley Central e 4 E7 Honor Oak Park 3
B4 Finchley Road o0 2 B9 Hornchurch ® 6
B4 Finchley Road & Frognal 2 D2 Hounslow Central e 4
B6 Finsbury Park o0 2 D2 Hounslow East e 4
E7 Forest Hill 3 D2 Hounslow West ® 5
E3 Fulham BRoadway e 2 C6 Hoxton 1/2
D4 Hyde Park Corner o 1
D9 Gallions Reach e 3
B8 Gants Hill e 4 B1 Ickenham e® 6
F6 George Street S | E4 Imperial Wharf 2
D4 Gloucester Road o0 1 D7 lIsland Gardens e 2
B4 Golders Green e 3
D3 Goldhawk Road 2 E5 Kennington e 2
C5 Goodge Street o C3 Kensal Green ° 2
B4 Gospel Oak 2 C3 Kensal Rise 2
A9 Grange Hill ® 4 D3 Kensington (Olympia) e 2
F7  Gravel Hill S B5 Kentish Town e 2
C5 Great Portland Street o 1 B5 Kentish Town West 2
C1 Greenford e 4 B2 Kenton 4
E7 Greenwich e 2/3 E2 Kew Gardens e 4
D5 Green Park eoo 1 B4 Kilburn e 2
D2 Gunnersbury 3 C4 Kilburn High Road 2
C4 Kilburn Park ® 2
B6 Hackney Central 2 B3 Kingsbury e 4
C7 Hackney Wick 2 C5 King's Cross St. Pancrase @@ @@ « 1
C6 Haggerston 2 D9 King George V e 3
A9 Hainault e 4 F7 King Henry's Drive S

The map illustrated here is an attempt to see if it is possible
to create a geographically-accurate representation of the
underground system while still retaining some of the clarity

of Beck’s original diagram. It uses similar principles, fixed line

angles — in this case 30 and 60 degrees instead of 45 — and
shortens the extremities of the lines to make it more compact.

Making the position of the stations the most important element
of the design means there is less space for the station names.
To allow for this, a new condensed typeface has been created
— New Underground Condensed — which is based on Edward

Johnston’s original font.

This map will help visitors to London navigate the city more

efficiently. It will make it easier to decide which route to take

including whether it is quicker to walk between stations. As the
project develops, we will add more information to help users of
the underground system which will be accessible on-line, in

print, and via the app.
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We welcome your views and ideas about this map and
your experiences of using the London Underground
system. You can contribute via our website which has links
to the blog, twitter and facebook. Our aim is to create a
dynamic map that responds to the needs of the user,
makes best use of technology, and reflects the way we live

our lives in the 21st Century.

For more information please contact:
info@london-tubemap.com

Map designed by Mark Noad (www.therightidea.co.uk)
Typeface designed by Dave Farey (www.housestylegraphics.com)
Website built by Notch Design (www.notchdesign.co.uk)

Station Line & Zone Grid  Station

Line & Zone

Sandilands S | C9 Upney e 4
Seven Sisters ® 3 B5 UpperHolloway 2
Shadwell (] 2 (C8 Upton Park e 3
Shepherd’s Bush ° 2 B1 Uxbridge ®® 6
Shepherd’s Bush Market 2
Shoreditch High Street 1 D5 Vauxhall e 1/2
Sloane Square ® 1 D5 Victoria oo 1
Snaresbrook e 4
South Acton 3 F5 Waddon Marsh S
South Ealing ® 3 B7 Walthamstow Central e 3
Southfields ® 3 B7 Walthamstow Queen’s Road 3
Southgate ® 4 F5 Wandle Park S
South Hampstead 2 E5 Wandsworth Road* 2
South Harrow ® 5 B8 Wanstead e 4
South Kensington ®® 1 B8 Wanstead Park 3
South Kenton ® 4 D7 Wapping 2
South Quay ® 2 C5 Warren Street oo 1
South Ruislip ® 5 C4 Warwick Avenue e 2
South Tottenham 3 D5 Waterloo ece 1
Southwark ® 1 Al Watford e 7
South Wimbledon ® 3/4 A2 Watford Junction S
South Woodford ® 4 A2 Watford High Street 8
Stamford Brook ® 2 F6 Wellesley Road S
Stanmore ® 5 B2 Wembley Central ° 4
Star Lane ® 3 B3 Wembley Park ee 4
Stepney Green ® 2 (C2 WestActon e 3
Stockwell ®® 2 (3 Westbourne Park 2
Stonebridge Park ° 3 D4 West Brompton ° 2
Stratford (oY X 3 F6 West Croydon S/5
Stratford High Street ® 3 D7 Westferry e 2
Stratford International ® 3 A4 WestFinchley e 4
Sudbury Hill ® 4 (C8 WestHam e0oe 3
Sudbury Town ® 4 B4 West Hampstead ® 2
Surrey Quays 2 B2 WestHarrow e 5
Swiss Cottage ® 2 D7 Westlindia Quay e 2
Sydenham 3 D3 WestKensington e 2
D5 Westminster ee 1
Temple ® 1 Bl WestRuislip ® 6
Therapia Lane S D8 West Silvertown e 3
Theydon Bois ® 6 C6 Whitechapel ® 1
Tooting Bec ® 3 D3 White City e 2
Tooting Broadway ® 3 B3 Willesden Green ® 2/3
Tottenham Court Road ®® 1 (3 Willesden Junction oo 2/3
Tottenham Hale ® 3 E4 Wimbledon ® 3/S
Totteridge & Whetstone ® 4 E4 Wimbledon Park e 3
Tower Gateway ® 1 A8 Woodford e 4
Tower Hill ® 1 B8 Woodgrange Park 2/3
Tufnell Park ® 2 A5 Wood Green e 3
Turnham Green @@ 2/3 D3 Wood Lane 2
Turnpike Lane ® 3 F7 Woodside S
A4 Woodside Park e 4
Upminster ® 6 D9 Woolwich Arsenal ® 4
Upminster Bridge ® 6 ' *Opens2012



