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GOD'S SECRET TO TRUE HAPPINESS!

The 5th, 6th and 7th chapters of Matthew has long been recognized as the
model for Christian living. Whileit is perhaps the most quoted portion of Scripture,
most peoplejust skim the surface in understanding and appropriating itstruth to their
lives.

Theimportance of Christ's sermon cannot be exaggerated. Itisthe"KEY TO
THE WHOLE BIBLE," for here Christ opens the sum of the Old and New
Testaments. He begins His ministry by insisting upon repentance and then He
enlarges upon this vitally important subject in avariety of ways, showing us what
true repentance redlly is and what are its fruits. You will find the Sermon on the
Mount intensely practical to your daily living!

It this series of message the Sermon on the Mount will take on new
dimensions of ethical importance and daily redlity as it is carefully analyzed and
illustrated. These lessons will give insight into "APPLIED CHRISTIANITY,"
drawing seldom understood truth from Christ's sermon, asweinvestigate it verse-by-
verse, answering every guestion raised as to the meaning of each portion of THE
GREATEST SERMON EVER PREACHED!

Study indetail thesepractical "KEYSTO EXUBERANT LIVING" givento
us by Christ Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount.

| will earnestly and prayerfully seek to bring out the practical teaching of
Sermon on the Mount and show how, when correctly understood, pertinently and
pointedly appliesto every are of our daily living.

This series of lessons will take a fresh look at Christian concepts
which have lost their original meaning for modern man.

What Did Christ Mean When He said:

» The Meek shall inherit the earth o ...turn your cheek
« If thy eye be evil pluck it out * Let your "yea be yea"

« Whosoever shall say "thou fool" and your "nay be nay"
shall be in danger of hell fire « Give unto him that asks

* The beamin thine eye and the

motein thy brother's eye What do these colloquialisms say to us

today?

THESE LESSONS ARE THE RESULT OF A LIFETIME OF STUDY AND RESEARCH!



PREFACE TO THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Before| get into what | believe are the most important passages of Scripture that pertain to
what Christian character really isfrom God's point of view, | would like to share some preliminary
thoughts:

Because many Christiansfail to taketheBible serioudy, and fail
to apply Biblical principlesto the basics of everyday living, their
livesarelived only superficially.

The thing that, perhaps, most influences Christian living is the way that one approaches
the Bible...the way one reads the Bible...and the way that one applies Biblical principlesto his
life.

The Bible is our only textbook...and our only source of authority...that tells us how to
live. We know nothing about Christian living apart from the Bible.

One can, of course, draw certain deductions from nature and can
arrive at a belief in a Supreme Creator, but the only means of real
authority that he hasisthe Bible. The Bible [and the Bible along] is
our only source that is the infalible Word of God and His
instructions to us on how we areto live.

HOWEVER, ASWE APPROACH THE BIBLE, WE MUST DO SO IN THE RIGHT MANNER

Merely "reading” the Bible is not enough. It is possible for oneto read the Biblein a
mechanical manner and not derive the blessings that God desires to give him. Merely reading the
Bible, just for the sake of one being able to say that he has done so, will do little good in
changing hislife.

2 Peter 3:16 states, "There are things [in Scripture] in themselves
hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable
wrest [distort]...unto their own destruction.”

One must always bear in mind that it is possible to read the Bible and draw conclusions
that are false!

Heretics are, usualy, not dishonest men, but, rather, they are mistaken men! They do not
deliberately set out to go wrong, but they went wrong because they evolved atheory and then
went to the Bible to try and justify that theory! By taking half averse here...half averse
there...and by over-emphasizing other verses...they seemed able to find their theory every-
where, thereby, "proving” their theory by the Bible!

One must not go to the Bible with preconceived ideas!
There have been those in the process of church history who have turned the gospel of

Christ - withits glorious liberty - into nothing but a collection of moral maxims, or legalities - by
their overemphasis on law and, in the process, have made the Christian life into some- thing that



one "does" rather than something that one "is."

Othershave overemphasized God'sgrace" and ignored Christ'steachingson
the keeping - and living - of God'slaw, saying, "God'slaw has nothing to do
with me because I'm under His grace.”

We should keep God's law but we should keep it as Christ's free men. This concept is the
very emphasis of Christ's message to usin His Sermon on the Mount and, as we endeavor to
study the content of this message, some of the questions we should ask ourselves are:

* What does the Sermon on the Mount mean to me personally?

» Where do the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount fit into my life?
[Where istheir place in my thinking and in my outlook on life?]

* Since the Sermon on the Mount has such a prominent place in the Bible,
what is my relationship to it? [What is the purpose, or the relevance, of
the Sermon on the Mount to what God expects of me?]

* Do the injunctions of the Sermon on the Mount take a place of authority
inmy life?

The religious leaders of Jesus day [the Scribes and the Pharisees| were teaching a
misinterpretation of God's law. Jesus, however, gives a higher spiritual content of God's law as
He gives God's point of view of the law in the Sermon on the Mount.

THE BEATITUDESIMMEDIATELY TAKE USINTO - BEYOND ANYTHING
UNDERSTOOD UPTO THISTIME - THE REAL MEANING OF GOD'SLAW!

If we were to make alist of the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount...and then were to
read the Epistles...we would find this same sermon is presented throughout the Epistles because,
the Sermon on the Mount is the "seed" of the whole Gospel message!

Christ said, "A new commandment | give unto you, love one another.” and the Sermon on
the Mount is a grand elaboration of the concept of how we are to love one another.

The Jews had a false, materialistic, concept of God's coming kingdom. They thought that
His kingdom would mean "political emancipation” because they were looking for aMessiah
who would deliver them from Roman rule. They thought of God's kingdom in an external sense
only. The great purpose of the Sermon on the Mount isto give an exposition of God's kingdom
and to show usthat His kingdom is essentially a"spiritual” kingdom and is primarily something
"within" man's heart.

JESUSDOESNOT SAY THAT IF ONE LIVESA CERTAIN WAY THEN HE
WILL BECOME A CHRISTIAN BUT, RATHER, HE SAYS, THAT BECAUSE ONE |S
A CHRISTIAN HE SHOULD, THEREFORE, LIVE A CERTAIN WAY.

Asyou read and studies the Sermon on the Mount, you will begin to
realize the absolute need of the Holy Spirit working within you to
govern and control your heart and mind.



These beatitudes will crush you to the ground and show you how
helpless you are and, were it not for the help that God gives through
the power of the Holy Spirit, one would never be able to live the
beatitudes!

The problem with much of the teaching on the subject of "holiness" isthat God's
promised blessings...that come as aresult of aholy life...are often omitted. Too many Christians
seek some mystic blessing and too much do they rush to meetings in the hope of getting blessed!
Jesus tells us, however, that if we want to be blessed [happy] and if we want power in our lives
what we need to do isto face the implication and demands of the Sermon on the Mount because
if wedo...if welive...practice...and give ourselves to...these injunctions then God's promised
blessings will come because these injunctions lead to holiness and God's promised blessings
come, as stated before, as aresult...as an end-product ...of holiness...living aholy life!

Many seem to have the idea that what we need to do for evangelism is to
organize some campaign to attract people and, while there is some truth in this,
what the world really needs...more than anything else...is, not more exposure to
preaching, but, rather, true, Bible-living Christians who will demonstrate to the
world true, Christian - Christ-like - living!

Carnal Christians, who are not living the principles of Christian character found
in the Sermon on the Mount, are keeping unbelievers away from God.

If we, Christians, lived by God's guidelinesfound in the Sermon on the M ount,
men and women would be crowding into our church buildings, saying, "What is
the secret of your lives?"

Christ came to earth to die for our sinsin order to set man free from his sinful nature. He
rose from the dead in order to provide us with His divine life and to give us aquality of lifelike
His own life so that we might live the principles found in the Sermon on the Mount!

If we take the Sermon on the Mount serioudly...and face ourselvesin
thelight of it...those around us will see the dynamic of the
Gospel and they will not only know that Christianity isaliving thing
but they will aso be drawn...and attracted...to Jesus Christ.

The Sermon on the Mount not only points to God's demands, but it also provides the
power for usto liveitin our daily lives.

GOD HELPUSTO FACE THIS SERMON SERIOUSLY, HONESTLY, AND
PRAYERFULLY, UNTIL WE BECOME LIVING EXAMPLES OF ITSMESSAGE!

We cannot afford to be interested only in the Sermon on the Mount in an objective,
intellectual sense and we must not attempt to analyze it in a mechanical manner...like one would
analyze Shakespeare, for example...because we must realize that God is speaking directly to usin
this sermon!

Another important point to make is that we must take the Sermon on the Mount as a
whole because there is a danger of fixing our attention on certain particular statements...
concentrating on them...and, thereby, missing the message that Christ is giving to us. No one part



of the Sermon on the Mount can really be understood except in the light of the whole!

Much likeamusical composition, thewholeisgreater than any collection of
its parts and, unless one grasps the meaning of the whole, one can never
properly understand any one of its particular injunctions.

For instance...the whole Sermon on the Mount is built upon the beatitudes.
Christ gives avery logical sequence...God's spiritual order...in this sermon
and He does not state any passage at random or accidentally but, rather, Heis
very deliberate about the order of Hisstatements. Inthisway Heisabletolay
down certain foundational truths and then, on the basis of these foundational
truths, certain other truths follow.

For one to attempt to confront someone...who is not aready living the
beatitudes...with a particular injunction of this sermon, would be futile
because one cannot take some particular point of this sermon and isolate it
from therest of the sermon without it losing the meaning that Christ intended
it to have within the context of His whole message.

The whole of the Sermon on the Mount must be treated rightly in order for one to derive
all the benefits that Christ intended for him to derive. Each teaching must be taken in its context
and in the order in which it isfound in Scripture.

ONE MUST BE A CHRISTIAN

No one can live the injunctions of the Sermon on the Mount unless heis aborn-again
believer in Jesus Christ. God is not appealing to one on the basis of his conduct, ethics, or
morality but, rather, He is making the assumption that oneis a Christian.

A BIRD-EYE VIEW OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Matthew 5
1. THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER - Verses3to 10

2. THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER PROVEN BY REACTION - Verses 11 and 12

Note that Christian character is described first positively and then negatively.
First we are told what sort of a man atrue Christian is and then we are
told that, because he is this sort of a man, certain things will happen.

3. THE FUNCTION OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER IN ITSSOCIETY - Verses13to 16

First, in verses 3 to 16, we have broad statements regarding Christian character
and, then, in verses 13 to 16 we come to particular examples of how this character
isto be expressed in the world

4. CHRISTIAN CHARACTER FACING GOD'SLAW AND ITSDEMANDS - Vs.17-48

After ageneral description of what Christian character is [followed by two
illustrations] we now see its relationship to murder, adultery and divorce
and we see how this character should speak...what its attitude should be




toward retaliation...and how it should treat one's neighbors.

M atthew 6

1. THE CHRISTIAN LIVING HISLIFE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD

The Christian must be in active submission to...and have entire dependence upon...
God. The Christian must be one who knows he is always in God's presence and he must
be one who isinterested...not in making an impression on men but, rather...in his
relationship to God.
(A) WHEN HE GIVESALMS[SERVICE] - Verses 1 to 4
(B) WHEN HE PRAY S - Verses5to 15
(C) WHEN HE FASTS - Verses 16-18

Asthe Christian meets problemsin life...such as the need for food and clothing...
these problems must be viewed in the light of his relationship to God -Vs.19-34

M atthew 7

1. THE CHRISTIAN LIFEISTO BE ALWAYSLIVED IN THE AWARENESS
OF THE FEAR OF GOD

The Christian is building a house by the life he lives and, because that house is going to
be tested, he must always build his house with the awareness of the judgment of God!

THESE THREE CHAPTERS SHOW THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF A CHRISTIAN

Chapter 5 - A Christian must be concerned about keeping God's law. The Christian is not
"under law" but he still must "keep" the law and the Sermon on the Mount tell him
how heisto keep the law and what will enable him to do so.

Romans 8:3-4 state, "For what the law was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness
of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so He condemned sin in sinful man, in
order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who
do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit."

Chapter 6 - A Christian must live, always with the realization that he isin the presence of
God.

The big difference between the world and the Christian is that every action of the
Christian is performed in the light of an intimate relationship with God...or it ought
to be!

The Christian is not a"free agent” to do as he pleases, but, rather, everything that he
does he isto be done from the standpoint of how it pleases God.

The Christian views everything that happens to him differently than the world views
it. The Christians does not worry about food, drink, housing, or clothing. It isn't that



he feels that these things don't matter, it's just that they are not his main concern. In
other words, he does not live for these things.

A Christian does not live out of the world...like amonk or a hermit...but, rather, he
lives out his Christianity in the world.

A Christian's attitude is one of utter dependence upon God and, because of his
relationship with God, he never worries about life's circumstances.

Chapter 7 - A Christian always livesin the "fear of God." The "fear of God" is not
acraven fear but, rather, a deep reverence for God.

God tells us that we are building a house which is going to be judged and, therefore,
we should live our lives with the constant awareness of that judgment.

Jesusistelling us that the test of our livesis going to come and, when it does, we are not
going to be able to rely upon our involvement in "religious activities' to speak on our behalf
because God sees...and judges on the basis of ...the heart. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
deals with superficialities and "external" religion. Scripture tells us, "We must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ" and, therefore, we should live our lives with thisin mind...that, one
day, we will al have to appear before God and be judged by Him.

DON'T EVER BE GUILTY OF ARGUING OVER THE PARTICULARSIN THE
SERMON ON THE MOUNT AND, IN THE PROCESS OF DOING SO, MISSING THE
"PRINCIPLESFOR LIVING" THAT CHRIST GIVES US!

Like a proficient musician, who can mechanically sing or play al the right notes with
great musical expertise...and yet miss the "soul" of the musical composition...we, too, can
mechanically adhere to al the rules of right Christian conduct [or, at least, attempt to] and, yet,
miss the "spirit" of what Christ istelling us about Christian behavior. Of course, the musician
must not neglect the "rules" and techniques of the musical composition, however, it is not the
technically correct execution of these rules that determines whether or not he can be classified as
"great” because what makes him "great” isthat "something extra”...that expression of the real
"spirit" of the musical composition that the composer had in mind when he composed the piece.

We, t00...as conscientious Christians, who desireto live out theinjunctions of
the Sermon on the Mount...must not neglect the "letter” of thoseinjunctions,
but we must, however, put the emphasis on the "spirit" of those injunctions,
as Christ intended that we do. It takes our adherence to both the "letter of the
law" and the "spirit of the law" for usto be the kind of Christiansthat Christ
desires usto be.

TRUE HAPPINESS

The whole world is pursuing happiness, but it is tragic to observe the ways in which
people seek it because these ways are bound to produce misery! At best, the world's ways of
seeking happiness offer only atemporary happiness.

The deceitfulness of sinisthat it is aways offering
akind of happiness that eventually leads to misery.



Jesus tells us that the only kind of person who will be blessed...truly happy...is the person
who chooses to live by the principles...God's principles...that He gives us in the Sermon on the
Mount.

JESUS CONSIDERSTHE CHRISTIAN'SCHARACTER
BEFORE HE CONSIDERSHISCONDUCT

Aswelook at the Beatitudes, note the following lessons to be learned:

1."ALL" CHRISTIANSARE TO BE LIKE THE KIND OF CHRISTIAN
THAT CHRIST DESCRIBESIN THE BEATITUDES!

The beatitudes are a description of what a Christian is meant to "be." It isnot a
description of the "exceptional” Christian, but is, rather, a description of what every Christian
ought to be!

A fatal tendency of the Church isto divide Christians into two categories: the clergy and
the laity. God never makes this distinction, so, thisdivision is not only unscriptural but it isalso
destructive to true Christian living.

There are, of course, offices within the Church, but the beatitudes are not a description of
"offices"...they are a description of what AL L Christians ought to be.

God callsALL Christians "saints'...therefore, we are all canonized!
The ideathat the height of Christian life...as described in the Sermon on the Mount...is

for only afew Christians, while the rest of the Christians are meant to live on some dull plane, is
NOT what God's Word teaches!

2."ALL" CHRISTIANSARE MEANT TO MANIFEST ALL OF THE
CHARACTERISTICSTHAT ARE DESCRIBED IN THE BEATITUDES!

Not only are "all" Christians meant to manifest the characteristics described in the
beatitudes, but also they are meant to manifest "all" of these characteristics.

Once again, Christ never intended that some Christians are to manifest some of the
characteristics given in the beatitudes while other Christians are to manifest other of the
characteristics, but, rather, He meant for all Christians to manifest all of these characteristics
listed in the beatitudes...and to manifest them fully!

These beatitudes describe...in entirety...the whole of Christian character and this
description cannot be divided up or segmented.

3. NOT ONE OF THESE DESCRIPTIONSIN THE BEATITUDESREFER TO,

WHAT ISCALLED, "NATURAL TENDENCY!"

These characteristics of the beatitudes are produced by God's grace alone and they are an
operation of the Holy Spirit.



These characteristicsare NOT natural abilities, but, rather, they are spiritual qualities
which can be produced in our spirits only by God Himself.

Certainly it istrue that we all know some wonderful people who are nice and polite and
who would never say a harsh word, however, when we begin to face the beatitudes...and see
what Christ has to say about true Christian character...we realize that Christian character can be
produced by God's grace alone!

WE CANNOT DETERMINE OUR NATURAL TEMPERAMENTS

Some of us are aggressive while others of us are quiet...some of us are quick to
learn while others of us are slow to learn. Some of us are nice because of some
biological reason, however, this has nothing to do with one's spirituality or his
relationship with God.

Just as people differ, physicaly...in appearance...so do they differ in their
temperaments...however, whatever the nature of one's temperament may be, no
oneof usiscapable of living out...of "being"...the beatitudes without God's help
which iswhy we must never confuse the beatitudes with "natural dispositions’
because the beatitudes are characteristics that only God can produce.

4. THE "CHARACTER" DESCRIPTIONS GIVEN IN THE BEATITUDES DEFINE
THE ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCESBETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN AND THE NON-
CHRISTIAN.

The beatitudes are not just a description of what a Christian "does," but they are dso a
description of what a Christian "is."

Thereis agreat need today for a clear understanding of this difference because the
distinction between the Christian and the non-Christian has become blurred...the lines of
differentiation are not clearly drawn. In the past, the Church's greatest glory was when Christians
were absolutely different from the world...and it is only when Christians are absolutely different
from the world...when they live out the glory of the Gospel message in their lives...that men and
women are attracted to Jesus Christ!

We are told that we are to be "like Jesus' and, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesustells
us...in detail...how thisisto be accomplished in our lives.

The world speaks of "self-expression”..." self-confidence”...and the "mastery of life" while
Jesus, on the other hand, speaks of our being "poor in spirit”... of being "mourners’...and of
being "meek."
WHAT DO WE SEEK AFTER?

The world seeks after wealth, status and pleasures, however, Jesus tells us to seek after
God and His righteousness...that is "being right with God."

1 Peter 2:11-12 states, "Dear friends, | urge you, as aliens and
strangersin heworld, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against



your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us."

Theworld is confident in its own capacity, while the Christian isto be poignantly aware
of hislimitations. Aswe read and study the beatitudes, we realize what we are called to "be" as
Christians...disciples of Jesus Christ...and we likewise realize that we cannot be all that we are
called to be by our own efforts so...unlike the world...we place no confidence in our own
capacity...or ability...to "become" all that God would have usto "be," but, rather, we rely on
God's grace and Holy Spirit working within us to achieve" God's goals for us.

Truly we must seek after God and His kingdom [reign] in our livesif we ever hopeto
find happiness - real happiness!

We belong to a different world because we belong to God's kingdom!

God's kingdom isthe "reign" of God in our lives and the realm in which He desires to
reignisin our hearts. The Sermon on the Mount shows us how to recognize Christ as Lord
[Master] of our lives.

Look at verses 9-10 of 1 Peter 2:

"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you
out of darkness into His wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now
you have received mercy."

True Christian Character

1. Matthew 5:3, "Blessed are the poor in spirit
for theirsisthe kingdom of heaven."

All of us are, by nature, full of pride, self-righteousness, independence and self-
centeredness, therefore, poverty of spirit isunnatural to us.

Tobe"poor inspirit" doesnot meanto beretiring...weak...or lackingin
courage - neither doesit mean to betimid...soft of character...or backward.

"Poverty of spirit" isnot the"I amnobody" attitude, nor isit the"| don't
count” disposition.

There is abig difference between saying, "l don't count” and saying, "I, in my own
ability, am unable to live out the injunctions of the Sermon on the Mount."

"Poverty of spirit" is not a matter of suppressing one's personality, but is, rather, a matter
of re-pressing...remolding...one's true personality.



The word "poor," asfound in Matthew 5:3, has, in the original Greek language, the
meaning of emptying, therefore, while the other beatitudes are a manifestation of filling, thisfirst
beatitude is a manifestation of emptying.

One cannot fill a vessel with " new wine" aslong asthereis™” old
wine" within. The old wine must be poured out first before the
new wine can be poured in!

ONE MUST BE EMPTIED OF HIS SELF-CONFIDENCE, SELF-IMPORTANCE AND SELF-
RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE GOD CAN FILL HIM WITH HIS CHARACTER!

The world places great emphasis upon self-reliance, self-confidence, and self-expression.
This spirit controls much of our lives because we are told: "Express yourself... believein
yourself...and realize the power innate within yourself...if you ever want to succeed in life."

Here, in the Sermon on the Mount, Christ gives us an absolute
contrast to this philosophy because He tells us that the first principle of
Christian character isto be "poor in spirit”...to realize that, in one's self, he
can do nothing when it comes to his spiritual ability to live a Godly life.
Christtellsusthat, in order for oneto liveaGodly life, he must be conscious
of emptying hislife of hisindependent, defiant, attitude!

One must realize that his best efforts, to live a Godly life, are unacceptable with God and
that "his righteousnessis asfilthy rags’ [Isaiah 64:6].

A scene from the book of Isaiah will help usto understand the attitude we must have, as
Christians:

Isaiah said, "I saw the Lord, seated on a throne, high and exalted"
[Isaiah 6:1] and his attitude was, "Woeto me!' | cried, | amruined!
For | ama man of unclean lips" [verse 5].

Isaiah saysin 57:15, "For thisiswhat the high and lofty One says -
He who lives forever, whose name is holy: | live in a high and holy
place, but also with himwho is contrite [lowly, crushed and broken]
and lowly in spirit, to revive [to give My divinelife] the heart of the
contrite."

The Old Testament gives us endless illustration of the kind of attitude that one must have
before God can fill him with His divine character:

(1) Gideon said, "I amlowly,” and he shrank from greatness and honor.
(2) Moses felt unworthy and was conscious of hisinadequacy.
(3) David said, "Lord, who am that Thou shouldst come to me?"

This attitude of being "poor in spirit” is seen throughout the Old Testament in the lives of
those whom God used. When we come to the New Testament and we see Peter, who was
naturally aggressive and self-confident. Peter believed in himself, but, before God could use him,



Peter had to come to the point where he came to Christ and said, "l am sinful, depart from me!"
[Note: Peter never ceased to be abold man, and his personality remained the same, however,
now he was poor in spirit.] Peter realized that in himself he could do nothing, that, when it came
to spiritual ability, he was spiritually bankrupt.

Paul tells of hisfight with pridein 2 Corinthians 12:5-10 and callsit "boasting."

2 Corinthians 12:5-10 state, "1 will boast about a man like that, but |
will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. Even if | should
chooseto boast, | would not be a fool, because | would be speaking thetruth.
But | refrain, so no onewill think more of me than iswarranted by what | do
or say. To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly
great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of
Satan, to torment me. Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away
fromme. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.' Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for
Christ's sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong."

Paul also saysin Philippians 3:4-8,

"Though | myself have reasonsfor such confidence. If anyone elsethinks
he hasreasonsto put confidenceintheflesh, | have more: circumcised onthe
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the
church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. But whatever was to my
profit | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, | consider
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ
Jesusmy Lord, for whose sake | havelost all things. | consider themrubbish,
that | may gain Christ."

One thing that we can be certain of isthat Paul, despite the tremendous powers of his
own ability, became "poor in spirit.”

Even Jesus, when He became a man said...and He said it asaman..."l can do nothing of
myself, what | do is the Father Who dwellsin Me!™

TOBE"POORIN SPIRIT" ISTOHAVE TOTAL RELIANCE UPON GOD! When one
ispoor in spirit one does not rely upon his own morality, conduct, or good behavior... or any
other "ability" he might have, for that matter. For one to live the Christian life, he must look to
God, in total submission to Him, for all of his ability to live as Christ would have him live.

To be "poor"” [completely bankrupt] means to be dependent upon someone else. When
oneis"poor in spirit" herelies entirely upon Christ's preeminence in hislife, becoming a
spiritual "beggar" in order to enjoy God's fullness.

To be "poor in spirit" meansto, voluntarily, make Christ the object...the inspiration ...the
motive...of everything that one does.



"PRIDE" ISSELF CONTROLLING...AND RULING...ONE'SOWN LIFE
- while -
"HUMILITY" ISGOD CONTROLLING...AND RULING...ONE'SLIFE

One must ask himself the question, "Who isruling in my life?"
James 4:10, "Humble your selves before the Lord and he will lift you up!"

1 Peter 5:6, "Humbl e your selves, therefore, under God's mighty hand,
that He may lift you up in due time."

Matthew 23:10, "Oneis your Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest
among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall
exalt himself shall be abased, and he that shall humble
himself shall be exalted.”

Christ, exemplifying true humility, "Humbled Himself and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross' [Philippians 2:8].

In the parable in Luke 18:9-14, Jesus compares the proud, haughty spirit of the publican
with the humble spirit of the sinner who cried, "God, be merciful to me a sinner.” Christ usesthis
parable to illustrate what it means to exalt oneself and what it means to humble oneself.

When Christ's disciples were arguing about who is the greatest in the kingdom of God,
Jesus said to them, "He that is greatest, let him serve.”

When Jesus took the small children [children who were in subjection to their parents] and
said, "for of such [asthesg] is the kingdom of heaven composed,” He was showing His disciples
what true humility is...what true "poverty of spirit” is...because...to be poor in spirit isto be truly
humble!

2 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted!
- Matthew 5:4

Just as "poverty of spirit" has nothing to do with our finances, "mourning” has nothing to
do with the natural life but, rather...like poverty of spirit...refers to our spiritual condition.

There are three kinds of "mourning” referred to in Scripture:

(1) Natural mourning - a natural reaction to sorrow

(2) Sinful mourning - a hopeless remorse or an inordinate grief.
[Such as Judas mourning over having betrayed Christ]

(3) Spiritual mourning - a Godly sorrow...a gracious mourning...
of which the Holy Spirit is the Author.

When Christ speaks of mourning in the beatitudes He is referring to " spiritual



mourning"...an agonizing realization of one's sinfulness. Asthe first beatitude speaks of poverty
of "spirit," the second beatitude speaks of "spiritual mourning!"

* DO OUR SINSCAUSE USTO MOURN?
* DOWE MOURN OVER OUR DESTITUTE SPIRITUAL STATE?

One of the most touching scenes in the Bible is when we hear Paul cry out, "O, wretched
man that | am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?' God wants us to be disturbed
over our sin like Paul was disturbed over his sin. Paul said, 'In me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth
no good thing," and then he goes on to describe his condition by stating, "For what | do is not the
good | want to do; no, the evil | do not want to do - this | keep on doing."

Are we that conscious of the conflict within us and does it cause us to be disturbed... to
mourn?

First, one must recognize his spiritual poverty and, then, because of
this poverty, he should sincerely grieve over his condition!

One of the greatest problemsin the Christian world today isthat thereisalack of asense of
sin! Thereisno real deep conviction over sinfulness. Once again the question isasked...do our sins
cause us to mourn?

When we realize the things we have done...or said...or thought...which we should not have
done, said, or thought and when we realize the things we are not done which we should have
done...are we smitten with Godly grief? Do we mourn?

Paul said, "What isit in me that makes me behave like this?"
When we are irritable, bad-tempered, unkind, or envious, doesit cause usto mourn?

We instinctively shrink from our sinful nature and will do anything to keep from facing
it. Our very nature turnsit back on sinfulness...seeks to forget it...and...in the process of
forgetting it...attempts to seek for happiness. However, Jesus tells us that Christian character
comes from one facing...realizing...our sinful nature and, then, letting that realization cause us to
be grieved over the reality of our sin. It is after we have grieved over the sinfulness of our nature
that we experience God's comfort.

When Jesus tells us about Christian character, He is not speaking of "pious appearance.”
To look at some Christians, one would think that the purpose of Christianity isto make one
miserable! On the other hand, there are other Christians who...after rejecting this idea of being
forlorn...have attempted to replace this woebegone attitude with ajovial glibness [akind of
superficial euphoriathat almost borders on giddiness] asif the "joy of the Lord" is something that
can be manufactured by human endeavor.

When one loses a sense of sorrow over hissin a"break" occursin his fellowship with
Christ and true Godly character isimpossible!

Asone learns to mourn over sin [sins of omission as well as sins of commission] his
sense of right and wrong is sharpened...the end result of which is the development of Christian



character and growth in Christlikeness.

The Greek word for "mourn” isin the continuing present tense ...meaning past,
present and future. It is an ever, ongoing, thing. The second beatitude should
read: 'Blessed are those who once mourned, and is nhow mourning, and will
continue to mourn.” Mourning is timeless!

One's spiritual progress is determined by what it takes to make him mourn. When Christ
speaks of "mourning” He is not necessarily referring to shedding tears, but, rather, Heis
speaking of possessing deep spiritual concern.

The only time Scripture mentions that Christ actually "wept" were those occasions when
He was disturbed over sin and man's sinfulness:

1. In Luke 1: 41-44, Jesus weeps over Jerusalem because |srael was rejecting Him.

It was their sinfulness that brought their separation from Him.

2. In John 11:35, Jesus cries at Lazarus tomb, not because Lazarus had died [for Jesus
knew at that time that L azarus would be raised from the dead] but, rather, because
people doubted Him, failing to realize who He was.

3. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Christ cried out and "began to be exceeding sorrowful
because it was at this time that He was bearing the sins of the entire world on His own
soul.

A CHRISTIAN SHOULD "MOURN," NOT ONLY OVERHISOWN
SIN AND SINFULNESS, BUT HE SHOULD ALSO "MOURN"
OVER THE SIN OF THE WORLD AROUND HIM!

What does it take to cause us to mourn?

Jesus, while He had no personal sin, groaned in His spirit as He realized that those around
Him were rejecting God and bringing damnation upon themselves.

Man, today, so often, when hears of, for instance, a cute little girl, who is struck down by
acar...or, some other tragedy happens...he istouched and deeply grieved and, yet, he can hear of
unfaithfulness toward God, of those around him, and he just yawns, looks at his watch, and
remains undisturbed.

Romans 8:23 speaks of "groaning in one's spirit, looking for one's full sonship in Christ
to berealized, and his bodily redemption.” Essentially what this Scripture passage issaying is
that, until the full development of Christlikeness within usis completed at our resurrection, we
areto mourn in our spirit over our sinful, flesh nature and we should be greatly disturbed...and
deeply concerned...over anything within our self nature that causes usto sin, or keeps us from
true Christian character!

"...FORTHEY SHALL BE COMFORTED!"

In this second beatitude, Christ is not saying that He will bestow a blessing [happiness]
on someone just because he "mourns,” but, rather, what Christ is saying is that because one



mourns over his sinfulness he, then, isdriven to Him...[that is, Christ]...to be comforted ...
thereby, experiencing the blessing [happiness] of knowing Christ's comfort.

1 John 1:8-9 state, "If we claimto be without sin, we deceive our selves and the truth
isnotinus. If we confessour sins, Heisfaithful and just and will forgive usour sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

The "comfort" that Christ promises does not come from one looking at his weaknesses
and wounds, but, rather, comes from one finding consolation from the Comforter, Jesus Christ.

The Psalms show the way of escape from life's sorrows. In Psalm 55,
David says, "My heart is sore pained within me, and the terrors of death
are fallen upon me. Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and
horror hath overwhelmed me. And | said, Oh that | had wingslike a dove!
For then would | fly away, and be at rest. Lo, then would | wander far off
and remain in the wilderness. | would hasten my escape from the windy
storm and tempest” [Verses 4-8].

But then David saysin verse 16, "1 will call upon God, and the L ord will
save me!" The solution of his mourning over his soul's dilemma was to
turn to God.

He saysin verse 22, "Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain
thee, He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved [totter]."

Jesus tells us in this second beatitude that blessedness comes to the one who allows the
sin that breaks God's heart to break his heart and...after mourning over sin...turns to Christ for
comfort and strength.

To not mourn isto not care about the things that God cares about...it is to be unconcerned
and light-hearted about the true values...and meaning in life...and to essentially be a pleasure
seeker. To mourn, on the other hand, isto allow God's compassion to grip us with conviction
over our sinfulness.

Inthefirst beatitude, Christ asks usto realize our own spiritual
inability to live the Christian life and, upon realizing this, to
likewise realize our need to rely totally upon God to "be" all that
He would have usto be. In other words, because we are "poor in
spirit," helpless and unable to accomplish anything in our own
ability in "spirit" develop- ment, we must put God first and
uppermost in our lives.

Then, in the second beatitude, Christ states that, as we gain
God's value and see sin from His point of view, we are deeply
grieved in our spirit.

THESE ARE THE FIRST TWO STEPS
IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER



These first two beatitudes are about the relationship between us and God, however, in the
following beatitudes, Christ beginsto deal with our relationship with others.

Blessed are the meek, for

3- | they shall inherit the earth.

As, was mentioned earlier, those to whom Christ spoke that day had the idea of a
materialistic kingdom and they thought that the coming Messiah would |ead them to military
victory. since they were thinking in terms of conquest and fighting, what a shock it must have
been to them to hear Jesus speak of "meekness."”

The Greek word that Jesus uses for the word "meek," is the Greek word, "praus,” which
means "domesticated."” The word domesticate means to tame awild animal, so, when it is said of
an animal that it is domesticated, it means that awild animal, that once knew no restraints and
did asit pleased, now must learn to accept the control of a master and learn to obey him.

"Meekness" does not mean "spiritlessness,” weakness, indolence, cowardice, timidity,
lack of firmness, or quietness. To be meek is not synonymous with being a door-mat...nor isit
synonymous with being passive. [Many people are passive just in order to avoid discomfort or
unpopularity].

Meeknessis not lack of anger, but, rather, it is controlled anger!

Jesus was the epitome of what it meansto be truly "meek” so, if we are desirous of
understanding what meeknessis, we must not only listen to what Jesus said about meekness, but
we must also observe His deeds because, while we can argue about what He said, we cannot
argue about what He did!

In Matthew 12:10-14, the Scribes and Pharisees were watching Jesus as a man "with a
withered hand" came to Him because they wanted to see if Jesus would heal on the Sabbath day.

Jesus would not allow afalse sense of meekness to make Him passive or to hinder Him
from doing what was right before God so He declared boldly, "Isit lawful to do good on the
Sabbath?" Mark 3:5, speaking of this same incident, states, "He [Jesus| |ooked around at them
[the Scribes and Pharisees] in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.' He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.

It would have been alot easier for Jesus to refrain from action because He knew that His
healing the withered hand would arouse the Pharisees "to take counsel how they might destroy
Him," however, His "meekness' would not let the man with the withered hand suffer without His
offering to help him.

Meekness was Jesus determination to do God's will
- no matter what the Pharisees would think or do!

Again, meeknessis not passive...it is active!

Matthew 21:12-14 state, "Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all
who were buying and selling there. He over-turned the tables of the money



changers and the benches of those selling droves. "It iswritten,’ He said to
them, "My housewill be called a house of prayer, but you are making it aden
of robbers." The blind and the lame came to Him at the temple, and He
healed them.”

Jesus overthrew the tables of the money changers and, with real feeling and passion,
cried, "It iswritten, My house shall be called a house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of
thieves' [King James Trandation].

The kind of meekness that Jesus speaks of is not afraid to upset
established evils. This daring meekness calls sin by its name, no
matter who may be offended in the process of doing it!

In Matthew 16:23, Peter attempted to prevent Jesus from doing His Father's will by
suggesting to Him that He be "passively" meek. Peter suggested to Jesus that He hide...that He
not speak out and just keep quiet this time, however, Jesus kind of meekness could not keep
quiet about evil so, despite Peter's wishes to the contrary, Jesus spoke out about evil and declared
His deity and purpose for coming into the world, even though it meant He would be put to death
for it.

In John 18:23, when one of the officers struck Jesus with the palm of his hand...when He
was being examined by the high priest...Jesus said, "1f | said something wrong, testify as to what
iswrong. But if | spoke the truth, why did you strike Me?"

Is this the same Jesus Who said in Matthew 5:39, "If someone strikes you
on the right cheek, turn to himthe other also"?

What Jesus" said" must beinterpreted by what He " did" !
John 18:23 isin full agreement with Matthew 5:39!

When oneis"meek" one does not just "give in" without declaring what is right, but,
rather, one passionately declares the truth and leaves the results in God's hands.

Matthew 5:39 speaks of retaliation for personal injury, while John 18:23 illustrates
Christ'sindignation at an attack upon what He represented and the fact that He was the Son of
God!

TRUE "MEEKNESS' NEVER PERMITS ONE TO RETALIATE FOR
PERSONAL INJURIES, BUT IT DOESDEMAND THAT ONE PROTEST
WHEN THE DOCTRINE AND PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST IS
ATTACKED.

The end-product of one demanding hisright is anger, while the end-product of one
surrendering all hisrightsto God is meekness.

We see Jesus as our example of meekness in Philippians 2:5-8, which states,



"Your attitude should be the same asthat of Christ Jesus. Who, being
in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to
be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to

death - even the death on a cross!"

Christ Jesus was willing to "give up all Hisrights' and surrender Hislife to do His
Father's will...thisis true meekness. Jesus was never on the defensive because He had no desire

to watch out for His own interest.

Perhaps one of the greatest results of the fall...man'sfirst sin...was the sensitivity that man
received about "self." A meek man, however, does not worry about self...he does not seek to
protect self...and he does not feel for self...because he has surrendered everything ...including

self...to God!

Meekness bears patiently all insults and injuries and it endures provocations without

being inflamed.

Meeknessisfinished with "self" which iswhy no one can really hurt ameek
person. One can "smite him on the cheek"..."compel him to go a mile"...or
"take his coat"...and...because he has committed everything to God...he will
have a complete absence of the spirit of retaliation.

John Bunyan said, ' He that is already down, need fear no falling."

1 Peter 2:21-23 state, "To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving
you an example, that you should follow in his steps. "He committed no sin, and no deceit was
found in his mouth." When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered,
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges

justly."

Verses 20-21 state, But how isit to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong
and endureit? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before
God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that

you should follow in his steps.

Much of Jesus teaching on "meekness’ can be found in Psalm 37. To better understand
meekness as a principle of Christian character, look at thistext in its context.

Psams 37:1-13 state, "Do not fret because of
evil men or be envious of those who do wrong;
for like the grass they will soon wither, like
green plants they will soon die away. Trust in
the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and
enjoy safe pasture. Delight yourself in the
LORD and he will give you the desires of your
heart. Commit your way to the LORD; trust in
him and he will do this: He will make your

righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of
your cause like the noonday sun. Be still before
the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret
when men succeed in their ways, when they
carry out their wicked schemes. Refrain from
anger and turn fromwrath; do not fret--it leads
only to evil. For evil men will be cut off, but
those who hope in the LORD will inherit the
land. A little while, and the wicked will be no



mor e; though you look for them, they will notbe  righteous and gnash their teeth at them; but the
found. But the meek will inherit the land and  Lord laughs at the wicked, for he knows their
enjoy great peace. The wicked plot against the  day is coming.”

According to Psalm 37, the meek are those who: "trust in the Lord" [verse 3], "commit
their way to the Lord [verse 5], "rest in the Lord [verse 7] and "cease from anger" [verse §].
Note that verse 11 uses the words Jesus quoted from, "the meek shall inherit the earth.” In this
psalm, we find a man who neither fights his enemies back nor defends himself against his
accusers, but, rather, smply turns hiswhole life over to God!

Mosesis caled, "meek above all men who were on the face of the earth” [Numbers 12:3],
but his meekness, however, was not a passivist because Moses was a man who could walk up to
the mighty leader of Egypt...put hisfinger in hisface...and tell him to let God's people go!

The twelfth chapter of Numbers is about the rebellion...led by Miriam and Aaron...
against Moses. In this situation...when Moses personal rights were at stake...he would not fight
back and he would not defend himself, but, rather, he turned the situation over to God and et
Him work it out. Aswas true of the above mentioned psalmist. Moses attitude and posture was
one that exemplified true meekness.

MEEKNESSISTO SO COMPLETELY SURRENDER ONE'SWILL THAT GOD'S
WILL BECOMES YOUR WILL...and...the one who is willing to do this cannot be stopped
because..."the meek shall inherit the earth!™

When Jesus said that, "the meek shall inherit the earth” He was not talking about an
inheritance that involves "earthly" blessings such as oil wells, real estate, orchards, etc., but He
was talking about an inheritance that involves spiritual blessings...which iswhy the person who
ismeek is always satisfied and content.

Paul said to Timothy, "Don't worry about suffering, if you are meek, you will reign with
Christ" [2 Timothy 2:12].

1 Corinthians 3:21 tells us not to be concerned about things because all things are our's
and we are Christ's.

In 2 Corinthians 6:10, Paul speaks of "Having nothing, yet possessing all things."

What Jesusistelling usin thisthird beatitude is that...because the meek person is
completely satisfied and already content...he doesn't want anything and, therefore, he has
"inherited the earth.”

Of course, this kind of meekness...and subsequent "inheritance"...isimpossible in the
natural, so Christ is speaking of the supernatural working of God's grace in one'slife and,
because of the Holy Spirit at work in one'slife, what isimpossible in the natural is possiblein
the supernatural...the spiritual realm.

We have covered the first three beatitudes which Jesus gave us as the first stepsin
developing true Christian character. These beatitudes present our real, basic needs and nothing is
more important than that we realize these needs.



The fourth beatitude brings usto anew level -

Blessed are those who hunger and
4. thirst for righteousness for they will
befilled

The first three beatitudes lead to this fourth one! In the first beatitude, we see man's utter
spiritual helplessness...in the second beatitude, we see how it is the sin within man that mars
God's perfect creation...and in the third beatitude, we see the importance of one surrendering all
hisrightsto God if he ever hopes to attain true happiness [blessedness] because it is man's self-
reliance” which leads to most of his misery and heartache!

4. SATISFACTION

Blessed are those who hunger and This diagram will help us to
. thirst for righteousness, forthey | understand the order and the
will befilled

sequence Jesus gives in His
description of what true Christian
character is.

This fourth beatitude is Christ's
outstanding declaration to those

OUR
NEED

3. Blessed are the meek for who are unhappy with themselves
they will inherit the earth and their spiritual state...to those
Blessed are those who mourn, \;]Vho Ior][g fe?r a.qu:Jdlty of life they
for they will be comforted ave not yel enjoyed.
1 Blessed are the poor in spirit, Clh”St teus us tf;]at Lhe only trgl;;]_
" for theirsis the kingdom of haven. people are those who hunger ana thi

after God's righteousness!

"Righteousness’ does not mean just being decent...or even moral...but, rather, it means
being like Jesus Christ...being absolutely perfect!

Righteousnessis "the right acts of God." It is doing and being what God would do
and be.

Righteousnessis Christlikeness!

A manifestation of thislife of righteousnessis given to usin the "Fruit of the Spirit" in Galatians
5:22-23...namely...love, [oy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control.

The Holy Spirit is at work within every born-again Christian and desires to "fill"...or
control...every one of us so that we might manifest these fruits...these characteristics of Jesus
Christ.

WE ARE TO "HUNGER AND THIRST" AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS...CHRISTLIKENES3The literal
Greek trandation of the fourth beatitude states: "Constantly evidencing hunger and thirst after



righteousness"...and here is an important point...the blessing is not promised to the "filled," but, rather,
to those who are presently, and constantly, hungering and thirsting after righteousness. Therefore, it is
the unsatisfied who are blessed!

Semiyearly, the bodily appetites of hunger and thirst produce an unpleasant experience
if they go unsatisfied. In the physical realm...asin the spiritual realm...hunger and thirst are
prerequisite to satisfaction because hunger leads to food and thirst leads to water. The ultimate
value of appetitesliesin their satisfaction and not in the appetites themselves.

When oneisborninto the kingdom of God he should possess an appetite for spiritual things.
Spiritual hunger is a demonstration of spiritual health, and the absence of spiritual hunger is an
indication of spiritual illness!

GOD DESIRES TO PLACE WITHIN US A DEEP, GENUINE, DESIRE FOR HIS
INWARD, VITAL, JOYOUS RIGHTEOUSNESS...OR "CHRISTLIKENESS "

Like aman starving for food...or like a parched man craving water...one must hunger and
thirst for God's righteousness to the point of pain because there should be something within each
and every Christian that keeps seeking until it is satisfied!

Christ speaks of a desperate feeling...an urgent appetite...that...asits life ebbs out...must
be satisfied!

Asfood isthe only one thing that can satisfy hunger...and air is the only thing that can
satisfy the need of our lungs...so, t0o, is the righteousness of Jesus Christ the only thing that can
satisfy the craving within our spirit.

2 Corinthians 5:21 states, "God made Him [Christ Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
Him we might become the righteousness of God."

"RIGHTEOUSNESS' ISTHE DESIRE TO BE FREE FROM SIN
-AND - THE DESIRE TO BE RIGHT WITH GOD

It issin that separates from God!

Thereis alonging within every child of God to get back into the relationship which
Adam originally had with God...before he lost it through his sinning.

"Righteousness’ is the desire to be free...not only from the bondage of sin...but also, from
the bondage of the desire for sin!

"Asthedeer pantsfor streamsof water, so my soul pantsfor You, O God. My soul thirstsfor
God, for theliving God" [Psalm 42:1].

This desire within...this "thirsting after God"...is the longing for God's holiness within
one'slife...it is the hungering to exemplify the beatitudes in one's daily life...it is the zeal within
one to show forth the Fruit of the Spirit in every situation of life...it is that spiritual obsession
within usto belike Jesus...and it is that supreme desire to be in fellow- ship with God and to
please Him in everything that one does!




In anutshell: THIRSTING AFTER GOD ISHUNGER-
ING AND THIRSTING AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS!!

What a paradox it is to, on the one hand, hunger and thirst and, on the other hand, to be
filled!

The fact that one has to eat again does not mean that he is not satisfied at a particular
meal...in other words, the fact that one eats at noon does not steal pleasure from his eating
dinner...or breakfast, for that matter.

EACH MEAL CAN BE FILLING AND COMPLETE IN ITSELF.

Life would be no better if we could just eat all we needed for alifetime at one meal
because, in fact, after we've completed one meal, we look forward to the next one...our having
eaten one meal does not detract from our anticipation of the next one.

The Lord's Supper isto remind us that God is constantly preparing spiritual food for us
becauseit is Christ's life within us that feeds our spiritua life and...in the process...His
righteousness becomes our righteousness.

"Happiness' isnot the result of hungering after happiness, but, rather, happinessisthe
result...the end-product...of seeking after "righteousness'...or...a Christ-like lifel

Thisiswhat Christ meant when He said: "Blessed [happy] arethey which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness, for they shall befilled [satisfied]."

HOW CAN ONE CREATE WITHIN HISLIFE A "HUNGERING AND THIRSTING"
AFTER GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS?

1. ONE MUST SEE THROUGH HISOWN RIGHTEOUSNESS

One will never hunger and thirst after God's righteousness as long as he holds any sense
of self-satisfaction in hisown ability to live the Christian life, rather, one must say, as Paul said,
"In me, that isin my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." Scripture tells us that one's own
righteousnessis "as filthy rags.” In Philippians 3:8, Paul says that he counted his own
righteousness as "dung" [refuse, rubbish]. Aslong as oneis prone to defend himself, heis not
really hungering and thirsting after God's righteousness.

2. ONE MUST HAVE A DEEP AWARENESS OF HISNEED FOR THE
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF JESUS CHRIST.

One must see hisreal need for total dependence upon Jesus Christ for the formation of his
Christian character. Many, like Balaam in the Old Testament, want to "die the death of the
righteous’ but, also like Balaam, they do not want to live like the righteous. One must have a
deep, overwhelming, continuous, supreme desire to be in fellowship with God!

3. ONE MUST REALIZE THAT "HUNGERING" ISNOT PASSIVE..IT IS NOT
WAITING FOR SOMETHING TO HAPPEN...IT ISACTIVE!



If one was starving, he would not just sit down and "passively" wait for something to
come along, but, rather, he would do something about it.

WHAT CAN WE DO?
(A) AVOID ANYTHING THAT OPPOSES GOD'SRIGHTEOUSNESS

It istrue that one cannot obtain God's righteousness by his own efforts, nevertheless, he can
refrain from doing things which are opposed to it.

(B) AVOID ANYTHING THAT WOULD "DULL"...OR TAKE AWAY
FROM...ONE'SSPIRITUAL APPETITE

One needs to avoid things that may seem quite harmless in themselves... even if these
things are not "sinful"...if one finds that they take away from ...or diminish...his hungering after
God's righteousness.

Jesus uses the analogy of "hungering” in speaking of man's search after God's
righteousness. Appetite, however, isavery delicate thing and can be spoiled very easily...for
instance, a candy bar before dinner can "dull" one's appetite.

There are things which, in and of themselves, may not be condemned in Scripture, but
which, nevertheless, take the edge off of one's spiritual appetite and, therefore, should be
avoided!

4. REALIZING THAT "HUNGERING" ISACTIVE, ONE MUST DISCIPLINE
HISLIFE TO KEEP THISHUNGER CONSTANTLY...AND
CONTINUOUSLY...BEFORE HIM

One must, on adaily basis...voluntarily and deliberately...remind himself of his need to
actively seek God's righteousness and, if he does not do thisthen heis not really "hungering” for
God's righteousness. If one can say, "Just look at my agenda...I'mtoo busy...| just don't have the
time for God" then, obviously, he is not hungering after God because...when one is hungering
after God, he makes the time...it isa matter of priority!

Wherethereisawill thereisaway! We al have this...and the other things ...that we
must do, but we must not neglect the most important thingsin thislife. It's amazing how we find
the time to do the things that we really want to do!

5.ONE MUST PUT HIMSELF IN THE WAY OF RECEIVING THIS
"HUNGERING AND THIRSTING" AFTER GOD'SRIGHTEOUSNESS

True, one cannot produce this righteousness, but one can get in the way to receiveit.

Like blind Bartimaeus who, through he could not heal himself, could...and did...put himself in
the way of Christ...the One Who could heal him

HOW DOESONE " PUT HIMSELF IN THE WAY" ?



(A) NEVER MISS AN OPPORTUNITY TO BEWITH GOD'SPEOPLE
Haphazard attendance at church certainly showsthat oneis not really hungering after God.
(B) READ GOD'SWORD
One must spend as much time as possible with the Book that is the textbook on this matter.
(C) PRAY
Ask God for this hunger!

(D) READ ABOUT THE LIVESOF OTHERSWHO HAVE HAD A
REAL HUNGERING AND THIRSTING AFTER GOD

When one reads...or hears...of the lives of those who have hungered and thirsted after
God...and the "glory of God" that was the result of that hungering and thirsting...one will desire
nothing else more than to acquire this same kind of blessing of God in one's own life.

When one sees...in the lives of others...how life could...and should...be lived...now one
can manifest Christ's love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness,
meekness, and self-control...how God can mold...into the image of His Son...one who really
hungers and thirsts after Him...nothing in one's life will become as important as "hungering and
thirsting after God?"

And the promise of Christ to those who do "hunger and thirst after God" is that they
shall befilled...filled with all the fullness of God!

Thereisadistinct turning point in Christ's Sermon on the Mount in the fourth beatitude!
Thefirst three beatitudes look at man's basic need while now...in the fourth beatitude...attention
is turned toward the result of realizing that need and seeking after God's righteousness.

Thefirst three beatitudes:
(1) being "poor in spirit" [realizing one's hel plessness without God...
(2) being "mournful”...or sorrowful because of one's helplessness and sin...

(3) being "meek" [being willing to be under the complete control of God]...
|eads one to submissiveness to the will of God.

The fourth beatitude leads one to the experience of the blessing of hungering and thirsting
after God's righteousness. Beatitudes five, six and seven are the three virtues that God desiresto
develop in one'slife!

1. To be merciful
2. Tobepure
3. To be a peacemaker



: 4. SATISFACTION

. Blessed are those who hunger and
. thirst for righteousness, for they

¢ will befilled

RESULTSOF SATISFACTION

OUR
NEED

E Blessed are the merciful for
they will be shown mercy

3. Blessed are the meek for
they will inherit the earth 6. Blessed arethe purein heart,
for they will see God

Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted 7 Bl | are the peace-

Blessed are the poor in spirit, " makers, for they will be

for theirs is the kingdom of haven. called sons of God.
CHRISTIAN
CHARACTER

The first three beatitudes are prerequisites for God to be able to fill one with Hislife.
Much like emptying a vessel, one has to be emptied of self so that he can be filled with God!
Then, after oneisfilled, hislifeisto manifest the Godly graces of: MERCY...PURITY ... and
PEACE.

5. Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy.

WHAT ISMERCY?

"Mercy" is not the opposite of justice, something that softens the hard lines in the judge's
face, nor isit leniency when sentence is pronounced.

If mercy were less than justice, people would probably
count on mercy and become morally lax!

Mercy is not condoning the faults of others...it isnot minimizing sin...and it is not "letting
the sinner off." If mercy was all of these things it would make God less than just because it
would be taking alight view of sin!

Mercy isthat grace of God that cleanses us from all grudges and the poison of hatred,
anger, jealousy and bitterness.

MERCY ISGOD'SFORGIVENESS OPERATING THROUGH US!

Mercy hasto do with my personal relationships with others.

For example, if you killed a member of my family, | cannot




"pardon” becauseit is not within my power to do so, however |
must "forgive" you!

The Greek word that Jesus used here in the fifth beatitude which is trandlated as "mercy”
in our modern Biblesis very difficult to tranglate into English. It is not merely sympathy, that is,
feeling sorry for someone, but, rather, it ismore akin to "empathy,” that is the ability to get
inside the other person's feelings and see through his eyes.

The mercy which Jesus speaks of is not an emotional outburst of pity, without
identification with the person concerning the situation in question, but, rather, it is seeing and
feeling as that person sees and feels.

Christ, while He never sinned, identified with sinners.

The intention of thisfifth beatitude is not to teach that, only as one shows mercy, will he
receives mercy. If that were true, it would cancel the doctrine of the grace of God and none of us
would be able to accept Christ as our Savior because none of us had this kind of mercy of which
Christ speaks of. It must come from God!

One must never interpret any Scripturein such
a manner asto contradict any other Scripture!

What Jesusis saying in thisfifth beatitude is that, if oneistruly desirous of seeking God's
righteousness, then he will, of necessity, show mercy toward others.

Each beatitude follows the previous ones for a specific reason. First, it is only as one sees
his spiritual bankruptcy and cries out, "Oh, wretched man that | am," that he can turn al of his
personal rights over to God and, thus, hungers and thirsts after God's righteous- ness. When one
does experience this, it follows, inevitably, that his attitude toward others changes completely
and he is merciful toward others!

As this process takes place in one'slife, he begins to see those who wrong him as victims
of Satan...slavesto hisways.

When people despitefully use us, or malign us, and are bitter, or angry, toward us, we
should see the difference between the sinner and his sin and, therefore, we should be able to
show mercy toward them.

As Jesus on the cross said, "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do...do not lay
thissin to their charge,” we, too...when others do us wrong...should go to God on our knees and
forgive them realizing that, if we do not forgive them, we have no confidence in prayer!

When one realizes his position with God, he must, of necessity, be forgiving of...[and
merciful to]...others.

Remember that the fourth beatitude is the watershed of Christ's description of Christian
character.

The first three beatitudes deal with one's need and give us an understanding of the nature



of "self" - that terrible things that is ruining our life.

The fourth beatitude is a statement of the satisfaction of the need that is expressed in the
previous three beatitudes...and the satisfaction of this need is God's provision of His
righteousness.

The beatitudes that follow the fourth beatitude are statements of the result of this
satisfaction...the result of being filled with God's righteousness...which is that His righteousness
enables one to be merciful...purein heart...and a peacemaker.

The outcome of living the beatitudes [being the
beatitudes is a more accurate, Scriptural, way to
state it] is that one is able to face suffering
rejoicing [verses 10-12].

There is definite correspondence between the first three beatitudes and the last three
beatitudes:

1. When We realizes our poverty of

spirit, that is, our need of utter we are "merciful” toward others.
dependence upon God. > [Fifth Beatitude]
[First Beatitude]
2. When we are deeply concerned we realize our need to be
about our own sinfulness, we will —> "purein heart."
mourn - grieve over that sinfulness [Sixth Beatitude]
[Second Beatitude]
3. When we are "meek" this makes us a "peacemaker™
...surrendered to God —» for God
[Third Beatitude] [Seventh Beatitude]

6. Blessed arethe purein heart,
for they shall see God

Thisis one of the most magnificent, solemnizing, searching statements in the entire 5th
chapter of Matthew. This beatitude, like all the other beatitudes, is more concerned about man's
state than it is his outward circumstances.

The Pharisees were concerned about _external character. They felt that aslong as
something was right in the sight of man...and, aslong as their outer conduct was correct... they
were al right in the sight of God...in other words, they felt that aslong as they kept the "letter"
of the law it didn't matter whether or not the "spirit" of the law was violated.

Jesus, on the other hand...[unlike the Pharisees]...deals with man's "heart" and throughout
the Gospels, we find that He is constantly speaking about man's heart.

Jesus did not come to earth merely to make the thief stop his stealing...the adulterer cease
from his adultery...or the drunkard abstain from his liquor...but, rather, He came to earth to bring



aremedy for the root problem of stealing, adultery and drunkenness.

If astreamisimpure, it isfoolish to try and purify each impure pail of water that one gets
from that stream. Instead, one must go right to the source of the stream...find the cause of the
impurity...and, then, purify that cause.

A man can act like a Christian and, yet, not be one!

Christ admonishes us to have a pure heart, but He does not give us specific instructions
on what we can do to accomplish this.

The reason that Christ does not give usa"list" of the do's and don'ts that are necessary
for one to have a pure heart is because man has the ability to be "pure” by all outward
appearances...by not having any overt expression of sinin hislife...even though he may not, in
fact, truly have a"pure heart."

ONLY TWO PEOPLE KNOW YOUR HEART - YOU AND GOD!

Areyou pure in your thoughts...in your imaginations...and in your motives?

WHAT DOESTHE WORD "PURE" MEAN?

Theword "pure" does not mean "sinlessness,” that is possessing asinlesslife.

The whole teaching of the beatitudesis that we are weak and sinful...we are spiritually
bankrupt and conscious of the impurity in our lives that cause us to mourn.

Theword "pure" comes from the same word as the word "single" does. The word "pure”
isaword that was used to mean a piece of cloth without folds...or...something that was
open...something that was not hidden. The word "pure” originated with the selling of cloth and it
meant that the cloth was "open to inspection”...there were no defects hidden in the folds and,
therefore, the cloth was "pure.”

Our basic problem is that we, often, desire to have our "folds"...our defects...kept
hidden...there is a part of usthat desiresto serve God, however, there is another part of us that
desires something else...something other than serving God.

Paul says, "For | delight in the law of God after the inward man, but | see another law in
my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of
which isin my members' [Romans 7:22-23].

The word "purity” was also used in mean "cleansed" [more literally, "cleansed from
debt"].

We owed the wages of sin, which was eternal death, but Christ intervened for us and died
in our place so that we could be "debt free." To be "pure,” then, means TO BE OPEN ...TO BE
WITHOUT "FOLDS'...freed from all hypocrisy and double-mindedness. To be pure meansto
be sincere and genuine!



PURITY OF HEART ISA WALK

When one desiresto be "purein heart" he must hate sin...love the things of God... and, as
he becomes more and more conscious of the sinin hislife, he must grieve over the indwelling
filth...realize his shortcomings and allow the Holy Spirit to deal with those shortcomings.

2 Corinthians 7:1, "Having ther efor e these promises, dearly bel oved, | et us cleanse our selves
fromall filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holinessin the fear of God."

Hebrews 12:14, "Follow peacewith all men, and holinesswithout which no man shall seethe
Lord."

WHAT ISMEANT BY "..SHALL SEE GOD?"
John 1:18 says, "No man hath seen God at any time."

Interestingly, in the Greek language, there is a difference between the word "God" in
John 1:18 and the word "God" found here in Matthew 5:8.

In Matthew 5:8, thereis a"definite article” with the word God and the difference that this
makes is that John 1:18 isreferring to God in Hisinfinity...His totality...and thisis what cannot
be seen by anyone. However, in Matthew 5:8 the word "God" is referring to...not the substance
of God, but, rather, the quality of God...His attributes as they are manifested in and through the
things He has made.

We can see God in events...in our experiences...and in His dealings with ugl!

It is only as one allows the cleansing power of Christ to work in hislife that he can see
God at work in hislife!

Two people looking at the same experience can make two very different observations.
The one with apure heart will see God at work in the experience while the one who does not
have a pure heart will not see God at work in the experiences.

In order to adequately understand the message that Jesus is presenting in these beatitudes,
we must keep their order in mind:

1st Beatitude 2nd Beatitude 3rd Beatitude 4th Beatitude
Reveals our spiritual [ | Producesanalarm, | Surrenderalto |_, | Thiscausesusto hunger
bankruptcy troubling our spirit God after God'srighteousness
[ ]
. %
The result of being filled with 5th Beatitude 6th Beatitude 7th Beatitude
ey eSESEENE T MERCY PURITY PEACEMAKER




7. Blessed are the peacemakers
for they shall be called the
children of God

Peace is not the avoidance of trouble and a"peacemaker” is not someone who makes
peace between those who are fighting each other.

When Jesus, in Luke 12:13-14, was asked to settle a dispute between two brothers who
were quarreling over the division of an inheritance, He dismissed it by saying, "Who made Me a
judge or a divider over you?"

Today, when we think of the meaning of peace, we do not really think of the same
meaning of peace that Christ was speaking about.

THE PEACE THAT JESUSWAS REFERRING TO ISONE OF
THE MOST POTENT, FORCEFUL REALITIES IN THE
WORLD. THE PEACE WHICH JESUS SPOKE OF ISA PEACE
THAT IS INFINITELY ALIVE AND IT IS LIFE AT ITS
HIGHEST AND BEST!

"Peace," asitisused in Scripture, refersto God's acceptance of man! The kind of peace
spoken of in God's Word is the resultant reality of man's reconciliation to God!

» The "peace" Jesus spoke of in the beatitudes is spiritual equilibrium!

The Greek word which istrandlated as "peace" herein Matthew 5:9, has the meaning of
"harmony." When Jesus spoke of "peace" He was referring to the "balance of the soul” being in
perfect harmony with the laws of God.

The peace of the sea, or the peace of the air, is when the vast forces of nature are
balanced and coordinated. We say that these forces are at peace when they have equilibrium.

THISHARMONY, OR PEACE, WITHIN MAN ISONLY
POSSIBLE ASHE LIVESOUT THE BEATITUDES!

This Greek word for peace [also translated harmony] means, "fitting forces together in
order to balance them."

WHAT KIND OF BALANCE WASJESUSREFERRING TO?

When Jesus spoke of balance He was speaking of the cooperation, or balance, between
man's spirit, soul and body with the laws of God. To cultivate one of these areas of man's being,
to the neglect of the others, would create an UNBALANCE. The word peace refersto being
perfectly poised and balanced...or adjusted.

When man was created by God, he was at peace with his Creator and, aslong as he did
not seek independence from God, he was in harmony with God and His laws. Satan's object,
however, was to persuade man to declare his independence from God and, when Satan succeeded



in persuading man to do that, man's peace with God was broken. And it has been this way ever
since because there has been awar going on between man and God's law.

SEPARATION BETWEEN GOD AND MAN - WHICH IS CAUSED BY MAN'S
DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD'SLAWS - BRINGS ABSENCE OF PEACE. IT ISOBEDIENCE TO
GOD'SLAWS, THEN, THAT BRINGS PEACE!

It isimportant to remember that peace does NOT mean the absence of trials or conflicts.
Jesus life on earth was in intense turmoil and, yet, He had constant peace.

Also, the Holy Spirit has been at work bringing peace in the world for almost 2000 years
to those who will let Him, and, yet, there are more wars and fighting today than ever.

No, peace does not mean the absence of conflict!
Jesus said, "Peace | leave with you, My peace | give unto you, not as the world giveth,
give | unto you. Let not your heart be troubled" [John 14:27]. Jesus also said, "In the world ye
shall have tribulation” [John 16:33].

REMEMBER: LACK OF PEACE COMESWHEN ONE FAILSTO SUBMIT TO GOD

People seem to have the strange idea that peace is the result of living by the full scope of
one's ego, however, that just isn't true because, in redlity, peaceis the result of living in balance
with the laws of God.

It is also important to keep in mind the context of this beatitude
and thefact that it follows "Blessed arethe purein heart,” which,
in turn, follows "Blessed are the merciful." In other words,
"peace” is the result of our hearts not condemning us after we've
received God's forgiveness and, then, forgiven others!

It isthisideaof "sharing this peace" that Christ isreferring to in this seventh beatitude.
The "filling" that God promisesto give us only comesto us aswe "give out." In other words, WE
GAIN BY GIVING AND WE LOSE BY KEEPING!

One's goal must never be to just have enough for his own life because, if one's goal
begins and ends with "self-satisfaction,” one will lack the abundant, overflowing life which
Christ cameto give us. Jesus said, "I am come that they might have life and that they might have
it more abundantly” [John 10:10].

JESUSWANTS TO SHARE HISLIFE...[HISMERCY
- HISPURITY - HISPEACE]..THROUGH US

If one lacks mercy...purity of heart... and the peacemaking nature...that Christ desire to
giveto usit isbecause oneisthinking only of himself and his own needs.
The enjoyment of peaceis sharing it with others!

James 3:15-18 state, " Thiswisdom descendeth not fromabove, but isearthly, sensual, devilish [That



is, the wisdom spoken of in verse 14, which is bitter envying and strife in one's heart] For where
envying and strifeis, there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy. and the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of that that make
peace."

Philip's Trandlation of verse 18 states, "The wise and peacemakers who go on quietly
sowing for a harvest of righteousness - in other people and in themsel ves"

When one lacks peacein hislifeit is due to hisfailure to submit to God's higher wisdom.

The difference between oilcloth and linoleum...though both look
bright and shiny at first...isthat, under the stress of daily wear, the
cheap ailcloth will wear out while the linoleum will not and will
give servicefor years.

The stresses of life soon show up the shoddy material that constitutes the worId's kind of
peace, however, the kind of peace that Christ giveswill continue to shine more brilliantly as
time goes on!

GOD NEVER PROMISED USIMMUNITY FROM PAIN, SORROW, OR MISFORTUNE,
HOWEVER, GOD'S PEACE DOES NOT COME FROM THINGS OR THE
CIRCUMSTANCES OF LIFE GOING OUR WAY .

If you give your child any and every thing that he wants...and you allow him to do
whatever he wishes to do...he will not be a contented, peaceable child, but, rather, he will be a
fretful, unhappy little tyrant!

WHAT WE WANT ISNOT ALWAYSWHAT GOD CHOOSES FOR US!

God never promised us immunity from injustice, slander, hatred, and inflicted wrongs,
but He did promise to give us His peace if we allow the Holy Spirit to form within usthe
attitudes of the beatitudes...because when our attitudes are truly those of the beatitudes we are
like a man secure within the comfort of his home while the storm rages outside...thisis the kind
of peace that Christ desiresto give us!

The ultimate victory over human life...that God promisesto give us...isthat...by the
power of His Holy Spirit...one's inner spirit will triumph over...be in control of...his outward life.

Jesus promised,” Peace| livewith you, My peacel give unto you, not asthe world giveth,
givel unto you. Let not your heart be troubled.”

Applying the Beatitudes!

When we cometo verse 10 to 12 in the fifth chapter of Matthew, Christ beginsto teach on
how one applies the beatitudes He has just spoken of. He states in these verses,

"Blessed arethose who ar e per secuted because of righteousness, for theirsisthe kingdom of



heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. Regjoice and be glad, because great isyour reward in heaven, for in the
same way they per secuted the prophets who were before you."

In the beatitudes, Christ tells us what Christian character really is and, then, in verses 10-
12, He goes on to tell us what kind of character the beatitudes will accomplish when they are
applied them to the way welive.

The world cannot be indifferent to a Christian who isliving the "abundant life." True
Christians...living out the beatitudes in their daily lives...bring an entirely different way of lifeto
the world. Because Christians have a different way of thinking...adifferent set of values...and a
different standard of righteousness...than the world has...they are from a different world...the
Kingdom of Heaven...and, as aresult, the world looks at Christians as if they were subversive
agents...or dangerous enemies...which must not be tolerated.

Jesus tells us that the natural consequence of exhibiting true Christian character isthat we
will know persecution...men reviling us and saying all manner of evil against us falsely. Jesus
knew...from personal experience...that Godly character would meet with resistance.

1 Peter 3:14 states, "But even if you should suffer for what isright, you are blessed.”

1 Peter 4:14 states, "If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed,
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you." Verses 12-13 state, "Dear friends, do not be
surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to
you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed
when hisglory isrevealed.”

2 Timothy 3:12 states, "In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted.”

Philippians 1:29 states, "For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to
believe on Him, but also to suffer for Him."

1 Thessalonians 3:3-4 state, " So that no one would be unsettled by these trials. You know
quite well that we were destined for them. In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you
that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know.

A Christian's attitude should not be one of, "Let's go out and get persecuted”...or... "Your
not areal Christians until you are persecuted.” No! that kind of an attitude would be nothing
more than amartyr complex and self-pity. When Christ speaks of persecution, He is not speaking
of "self-inflicted" persecution. It isthis spirit of self-inflicted pain that has caused some to sleep
on spikes...or to walk on hot coals, but thisis never the Christian's way...because it is not Christ's

way.

In Matthew 5:11, when Jesus says, "when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against you," the Greek word "when" is more accurately translated
whenever. Therefore this verse reads, "Blessed are ye WHENEVER men shall..." The word
whenever refers to some recurring experience, so, what this verseisreally saying isthat the
Christian will not be persecuted all the time, but, at times, persecution may be unavoidable.



Persecution today [7]

Persecution, though in a much milder form today than it has been in other ages, is,
nonetheless, just asreal. Christians are not thrown to the lions...or burned at the stake... however,
they do know the persecution of being the brunt of the office jokes...being ostracized at social
gatherings...etc. whileit istrue that our country has adopted many Christian values ...and has a
tolerance of them...it isalso true that Christianity has sunk to alevel whereit is hardly noticed as
being different from the ways of the world!

As Christians we should ask ourselves if our Christian characteristics are visible and if
we are any different than we would be it we were not a Christian. We should aso ask ourselves
why...when it come to persecution...we do get off so easily.

Could it bethat our " light" isso dim that the world cannot seeiit
...or...that we don't do anything that is worth persecuting?

Another point that is worth mentioning isthat it takes as much grace for one to spend
forty years of hislife at the same desk...watching others being promoted while he is not because
he will not do some things which go against Biblical principles...asit did for those of the first
century to be burned at the stake!

FOR WHAT ISA CHRISTIAN PERSECUTED?

Jesus said, "persecuted for righteousness sake!"

To be persecuted "for righteousness sake" does not mean to be persecuted for being a
nuisance! Many Christians are persecuted simply because they are difficult, insulting,
objectionable, and even foolish.

In verse 10, the word "persecuted"”, in the Greek, has the definite article "the" before the
word "persecuted,” meaning, "the persecuted ones" and it refersto, not all persecuted people,
but, rather, only to those who are persecuted "EOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE."

Many Christians bring persecution upon themselves because of selfish living...because
they are hardheaded and determined to have their own way...or just because they are, in other
words, unwise!

Some Christians attempt to place themselves on a pedestal [like the Pharisees who
vaunted their own righteousness] and, upon doing so, become obnoxious. Christ rebuked the
Pharisees for their self-righteousness because their self-righteousness was such as offense to Him
and, likewise, Christians who are self-righteous become an offense to others and, so often, thisis
what Christians are persecuted for...not "for righteousness sake," but, rather, because...on
account...of their own "self-righteousness.”

Christians can be like the little girl who was praying and said,
"God, please bless Harry and make himas good as| am!™

A MAN'S GREATEST FAULT ISTO BE CONSCIOUS OF NONE!




A man, who was attacked by two thieves, put up aterrific fight until he was finally
subdued. When, upon searching him and discovering that he only had one dime, the thieves said
to him, "Do you mean to tell usthat you put up such a fight over a measly dime? Why, we almost
killed you!" To which the man replied, "The truth is, | did not want my financial condition
exposed!" THAT ISOFTEN OUR PROBLEM..WE DO NOT WANT OUR " SPIRITUAL"
POVERTY EXPOSED!

We must be careful that we do not misconstrue...or misunderstand...thisvital statement
that Jesus makes concerning " persecution,” because the true meaning of this statement is an
essential, integral part of the teaching of the New Testament. Jesus did not say that all those who
were persecuted would be blessed, but, rather, those who were persecuted for righteousness sake
would be blessed!

» |f someone is objectionable...or difficult to get along with...because of his lack of
wisdom and heis" persecuted” for these faults[or other flawsin his character such as
bad temper, etc.] this promise of blessing is not to him.

 If someone becomes fanatical...even over-zealous...and he is "persecuted” for this
fanaticism or zeal, this promise of blessing is also not to him.

* If someone is "persecuted” because of a difference of opinion...or some "cause" or
political persuasion...this beatitude does not apply to him either!

Jesus did not say, " Seeif you can make a storm [that is, bring persecution upon
yourself]"...nor did He say that there would be no storm, but what He did say was, "The world
will persecute you if you live righteously, but don't let them scare you...rejoice that you are
counted worthy to be on God's side, for | amwith you!"

1 Peter 4:14-16 state, "If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed,
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or
thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer asa Christian,
do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.”

This beatitude refers to being persecuted for "praising God's righteousness'...for being
like Jesus Christ [identifying with the Lord Jesus Christ, willing to submit to God and letting His
righteousness, or character, rule one's life]...and for adjusting one'slife to God ...every day, every
place, and in and under all conditions.

IN OTHER WORDS...BECAUSE "RIGHTEOUSNESS' MEANS "CHRIST-LIKENESS"
A CHRISTIAN WILL BE PERSECUTED
SIMPLY BECAUSE HE ISLIKE JESUS CHRIST,
HOWEVER,
WHEN ONE IS PERSECUTED, HE WILL KNOW THE BLESSING OF GOD!

2 Timothy 3:12 states, "All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
To "live godly" means to depend upon God for all the grace one needs to live as God would have
him live and, then, to give God the glory for that grace.

Jesus said in John 15:18-20, "1f theworld hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me




first. If you belong to the world, it would love you asits own. Asit is, you do not
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. Thisiswhy theworld
hates you. Remember the words | spoke to you: "No servant is greater than his
master.' If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed My
teaching, they will obey yoursalso.” And Jesus goes on in the next versesto state
how persecution can bring blessing. He says, "They will treat you this way
because of My name, for they do not know the One who sent Me. If | had not come
and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no
excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father as well."

Persecution is evidence that one is united to Jesus Christ...that the Holy Spirit is at work
in one's heart...and that one is making progress in God's molding him into the image of Christ.

When persecution comes as aresult of Godly righteousness. . .
* because one has taken the honest path
* because one has refused to compromise
» because one has remained pure while others have been promiscuous
... then this promised blessing is for him.

One does not have to be affected in hisinnermost being by "circumstances." Even when
persecution is directed at one he does not have to respond with a spirit of retaliation. To respond
to persecution with a spirit of love...rather than retaliation...is not only areal test of one's
Christian faith, but it is also sure proof that one is God indwelt.

2 Corinthians 4:8-11 state, "We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed -
perplexed, but not in despair - persecuted, but not abandoned - struck down, but not destroyed!
We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus sake,
so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 state, "But He [God] said to me [Paul], "My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.' Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That iswhy, for Christ's sake, | delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then |
amstrong."

WHATEVER GOD PERMITSIN OUR LIVES
...EVEN PERSECUTION...
ISNEVERWITHOUT PURPOSE!

Jesus said in these beatitudes, "Blessed are the merciful, the pure, and the peace- makers
for they shall be persecuted...men shall revile them, persecute them, and say all manner of evil
against them falsely.”

IT CERTAINLY DOESNOT SEEM THAT PERSECUTION
SHOULD FOLLOW...IN LOGICAL ORDER
..BEING A PEACEMAKER.



Hated...persecuted...just for doing right?

The answer is"yes" because THE VALUE OF ANY EXPERIENCE DEPENDS UPON
ONE'SATTITUDE TOWARD THE EXPERIENCE RATHER THAN THE EXPERIENCE
ITSELF!

One can mar what God istrying to accomplish in hislife by complaining when
persecution...or trials...come. To respond to persecution by complaining about it isto learn
nothing of dependence upon God. God's blessing is not upon the persecution, but, rather, upon
one's attitude toward the persecution.

Blessed is the one who is not affected in hisinner being by circumstances!
Jesus says in the verses following this statement on persecution in Matthew 5 [verses 13-

16] if, in persecution, one does not show thisinner quality...hislamp ishidden and his salt has
lost it sflavor.

The beatitudes present a composite picture of what true Christian character is from God's
point of view.

THERE ARE TWO WAYSTO EVALUATE A CHRISTIAN:

1. Thefirst way to evaluate a Christian isto look at that which iswithin him
...Jesus shares this in Matthew 5:3-9

2. The second way to evaluate a Christian isto look at his reaction to the things that
happen to him and his behavior toward other...Jesus shares thisin Matthew 5:10-12.

NOTE: THREE PRINCIPLESIN REGARD TO CHRISTIAN CHARACTER:

1. A Christian'slife should be differ ent

To be "persecuted" is very different from being the "persecutor” and it is a profound test of
the Christian's character when he is being persecuted to be able to respond to his persecutors
inaspirit of Christ-like love!

2. A Christian'slife should be controlled and dominated by Jesus Christ

The Christian does everything for Christ's sake - [verse 11]

The Christians is one who is always controlled by Jesus Christ and his attitude should be; "I
am not my own, I am bought with a price...the blood of Jesus Christ ...I, therefore, belong to
Him."

3. A Christian'slife should be controlled by thoughts of heaven and the world to come

Verse 12 says, "...for great isyour reward in heaven."

The heroes of faith, mentioned in Hebrews 11, said, "Here we have no continuing city, but we



seek the one to come.” The secret of their great faith was that they were looking for a city
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God!

THESE THREE PRINCIPLES ARE ILLUSTRATED
IN THE WAY A CHRISTIAN FACES PERSECUTION
HOW ISA CHRISTIAN SUPPOSED TO FACE PERSECUTION?

A Christian can know many different kinds of persecution: He may be put in prison or a
concentration camp...he may be shot at or even murdered...or...it may be the kind of persecution
where he is sneered at on the job or, perhaps, becomes the object of a whispering campaign
where heisjarred...and laughed...at! The way one is persecuted is not what is important...what is
important is how one faces persecution!

Jesus says:

1. ONE MUST NOT RETALIATE

It ismost difficult not to retaliate when one is the object of persecution because there
iswithin each one of us a self nature....an instinct toward self-preservation...that desiresto "get
back"...desires to protect one's ego!

No, it's not easy to hold back angry words...or to refrain from hitting back...when one
has been hurt...but...Jesus, our example, only spoke out when it was His Father's work that
was being challenged. He never retaliated when it was only His personal rights that were at
stake.

2. ONE MUST NOT ONLY - NOT RETALIATE - BUT ALSO
-HEMUST NOT EVEN "FEEL" RESENTMENT

If it isdifficult to not retaliate, it is even more difficult to not feel resentment toward
those who would persecute usl!

One may be able to control his actions...and not strike back when heis being
persecuted...but God is not content with our just not retaliating when we're persecuted because
He desire that we not even resent the persecution!

If one loses histemper...when heis persecuted...he dishonors the Lord, even if he gets
the victory, in that he is able to control histemper, but still feels inwardly angry...still feels
inwardly hurt and is bitterly resentful inwardly toward the persecution...he is not living by
God's principle concerning what his heart attitude should be toward persecution.

As one reads Paul's | etter to the Philippians [especially chapter one], the Corinthians,
or the Galatians, one realizes that, even through Paul was indeed avery sensitive man who
could be grievously hurt and wounded, he was, neverthe- less, no longer affected by the
hurtful things that were done to him.

ONE MUST NOT EVEN RESENT WHAT ISDONE TO HIM

That isahard saying! However, there is more, Jesus is not through with His message



concerning the Christian's attitude toward persecution yet!

3.ONE MUST NOT ALLOW HIMSELF TO GET DEPRESSED BY PERSECUTION

During times of persecution, one may feel himself feeling just generally unhappy and
experiencing a sense of depression covering his soul and spirit.

Since he does not feel any resentment toward any particular person...or persons...involved
in the persecution, he may feel perplexed asto the "why" of his depressing...the "why" behind his
lack of "rejoicing” and feeling "exceeding glad.”

It is during times of persecution that one beginsto realize just how impossibleitisto
live...and to be...all that God expects usto live and be! One sees how foolish it isto even imagine
that one could even begin to make himself a Christian by his own efforts.

If oneishonest with himself he will admit that...when heisbeing per secuted and
people are saying all manner of evil against him falsely...he does not rejoice nor ishe
"exceedingglad" ... THISISAN UTTER IMPOSSIBILITY WITHIN HIMSELF!

When man is being persecuted, he cannot control his spirit of retaliation much less get rid
of his sense of resentment...so to ask him to "rejoice and be exceeding glad" when heis being
persecuted is something that he...in and of himself...could never, never, do!

WHY AND HOW ISA CHRISTIAN TO REJOICE IN PERSECUTION?

Oneisnot to rejoice at the mere persecution itself because, in fact, the persecution should
cause one to grieve ssimply because those who are persecuting him are being dominated by Satan
since it isthe effect of sin within them that makes them do the persecuting and, because of this,
they areto be pitied and prayed for.

WHY THEN SHOULD ONE "REJOICE" AND "BE EXCEEDING GLAD"?

Persecution is proof of who a Christian is and what heis. Jesus said, "...FOR so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you" [Matthew 5:12]. When one is persecuted, if he only
realizes that he is with great company...numbered among the prophets (God's servants) who were,
also, persecuted... THAT ISSOMETHING TO REJOICE ABOUT!

If on€'sattitude isright, God can turn anything in hislife into victory!

The Devil, through his agencies, is persecuting the Christian in order to make him
"unhappy,” but, if one learnsto react to persecution the right way, he can rejoice when heis
persecuted and be able to say, "Thank you, God, for giving me proof that | amyour child?"

Jesus said in John 15:18-20, "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me first. If
you belonged to the world, it would love you asits own. Asit is, you do not belong to the world, but
| have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the words | spoke
to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you also.

If they obeyed My teaching, they will obey yours also." Jesus said that persecution proves that oneis
identified with Him!



Jesus also said that persecution is proof of where one is going when He said, "for great is
your reward in heaven."

When one is persecuted for Christ's sake, it means that he is destined for heaven! By
allowing persecution, God is just telling the Christian that he doesn't belong down here...he
belongs to another world!

EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS TO US SHOULD BE GOVERNED BY THESE
THREE THINGS:

1. My realization of who | am,
2. My consciousness of what | am going, and
3. My knowledge of what awaits me when | get there!

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 state, "For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us
an eternal glory that far outweighs themall. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what
isunseen. For what is seen istemporary, but what is unseen is eternal."

WHAT ABOUT THISIDEA OF " REWARDS?"

Should a Christian be governed by his motives by rewards?

Some would reply, "I don't think the idea of rewards...and fear of punishment... should be
a part of one's motivation to live a Christian because one should be motivated to live a Christian
life just because of its own merit and value."

Sounds good, but that reasoning is not what Scripture teaches!

Jesus said, "When you are persecuted, rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your
reward in heaven."

Jesus endured the cross, "for the joy that was set before Him" [Hebrews 12:2]. It was
looking beyond...to what was coming...that caused Jesus to rejoice!

Paul says that what controlled his life was the fact that a day was coming when every
man's work would be tried. He says that, because of this fact, we are to build carefully on the
foundation of our salvation [1 Corinthians 3:10-17].

2 Corinthians 5:10-11 state, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive what is due himfor the things done while in the body, whether good or
bad. Snce, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we areis
plain to God, and | hopeit is also plain to your conscience.”

Paul told the young minister, Timothy, "Thereisa crown laid up for you, live so that you
will receiveit” [2 Timothy 4:8].

God's Word isfilled with the whole idea of rewards...but, then...someone might ask,



"What is “grace' then?"
WHAT ISGRACE?

Philippians 2:13 states, "For it is God Himself whose power creates within you the
DESIRE and the POWER to execute His gracious will" [Weymouth Trandlation].

Thisverse states that it is God's grace which gives one the desire and the power to
execute His gracious will! 1t is God's grace which first leads us to salvation and His grace should
continue to give us the desire...and the power ...to respond correctly to life's situations.

We can resist God's grace as He leads us to respond properly to the circumstances we
facein life, but we are exhorted to "use oversight lest we fail of the grace of God" [Hebrews
12:15].

Thereisan interesting versein 1 Peter 3.7 which helps usto get a handle on
understanding what "the grace of God" is. We are told that a husband and wife are "heirs
together of the grace of life"...that is...they have God-given desire and power to reproduce
physical life while the "grace of God" isthe desire and power to reproduce God's life!

Weareto "grow in grace'...that is...we are to allow this new lifein Christ...(this desire
and power to do things God's way)...to increase” [2 Peter 3:18].

To illustrate what the difference between "grace" and " rewards” is:

A child has nothing to do with the fact that he is his father's son. He is his
father's son ssmply because of hisfather's "grace of life"...his father's desire and
ability to reproduce physical life.

Let's say that the father asks his son to do certain things and tells him that he
will reward him if he does these things

The rewards have nothing to do with the fact that heis hisfather's son because
he is his father's son whether he does what his father has asked him to do or
not...but...if he does what his father has asked him to do, he will receive the
rewards.

GOD WILL REWARD HIS CHILDREN WHO ARE FAITHFUL!

Hebrews 11:24-25 state, "By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as
the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time."

How isit that Moses could make this choice? What was it that persuaded him to "choose
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasure of sin for a season?’
Verse 26 continues by saying, "Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasuresin Egypt; for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward."

"Respect,” asit is used here, means "to look always from everything else and to give one's
full attention to one thing" and the phrase, "recompense of reward" means "the coming pay day."
So what Hebrews 11:26 is saying isthat, " To make the decision to choose to be mistreated with




the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a shot time, Moses turned his
attention away from everything else and gave his full attention to the coming pay day of the
Lord!"

When people are unkind, cruel, or spiteful because of my Christlikeness, it provesthat |
belong to Christ and that | will be with Him in eternity and share in His joy. Therefore, far from
feeling resentment...wanting to retaliate...or being depressed...when | amill
treated..."persecuted"...it should make me realize all the more what is waiting for mein
heaven...and it is this realization that enables meto "rejoice" and be "exceedingly glad" when |
am persecuted!

Y es! when oneis persecuted, he can have true joy unspeakable and can be full
of glory because it worketh for him afar more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory...whichiswhy...and how...ONE CAN REJOICE AND BE
EXCEEDINGLY GLAD WHEN HE IS PERSECUTED...because...great is his
reward in heaven!

SUMMARIZING THE BEATITUDES

The beatitudes are all about Christian character - What Christian character redly is, as
God intendsiit to be!

THE FORMATION...THE DEVELOPMENT...OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER IS A
STEPBY STEP PROCESS!

1. First, the believer must realize his spiritual bankruptcy

2. Then, therealization of his spiritual bankruptcy produces afeeling of alarm
within him...he istroubled...and feels unrest in his spirit. He mourns his
sinfulness!

3. Asaresult of thisrealization and sorrow, he surrenders all his
rights to God!

4. This causes him to hunger and thirst after God's righteousness,
5. Which causes him to be merciful toward others [forgiving],
6. pure in heart [having a clear conscience]
7. and he is a peacemaker...sharing and spreading his new found life!

Following is a diagram illustrating the beatitudes: How Christ presented man’'s needs, the
satisfaction that is accomplished when the first three are fulfilled, showing the result of that
achievement —“ A transformed Character” — and finally, the application of living the Beatitudes.




A 4. SATISFACTION

. Blessed are those who hunger and
. thirst for righteousness, for they

¢ will befilled

OUR
NEED

3. Blessed are the meek for
they will inherit the earth

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted

THE RESULT

E Blessed are the merciful for
they will be shown mercy

6. Blessed are the purein heart,
for they will see God

7. Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they will be

called sons of God.
Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirsis the kingdom of haven.

— TRANSFORMED
CHARACTER

]

APPLICATION

Living the principles of
the Sermon on the Mount
inour everyday lifealows
the Holy Spirit to put
God’ s graces into practice

in stuations which He <
allows.

Blessed are those who are
persecuted because of righteous-
ness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are you when
people insult you, persecute you
and falsely say al kinds of evil
against you because of Me.
Rejoice and be glad, because great
is your reward in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

A Christian is not to be these beatitudes in isolation, but, rather, heis to manifest them in
the world around him.

Christ's teaching in the beatitudes focused around what a Christian isto "be," but now...as
Christ goes on teaching in the Sermon on the Mount...He focusesin on how a Christianisto
apply...and manifest...his Christianity...his Christian attitudes...in the world in which he lives.

Christians are not "of" the world...but they are to live "in" the world; Christians are the
salt of the earth...not of heaven.

Through the centuries, many have withdrawn into isolation. Like David, they cry, "Oh
that | had wings like a dove, for then would | fly away and be at rest - or - like Jeremiah, say,
"Oh, that | had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men, that | might leave my people
and go from them.”

But Christ does not give usthis option of flight. After He shows us what Christian



character is, He then shows us how this character isto function in the world.

One of the most important questions we can ask is, "What is our relationship...as
Christians...as disciples of Jesus Christ...to society in the world around us?’

Matthew 5:13 gives us the answer to this question:

"Ye are the salt of the earth but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is
henceforth good for nothing but to be cast out, and be trodden under foot of men."”

"YE ARE THE "SALT' OF THE EARTH!"
By this verse, Jesus implies the rottenness of the world!
In Christ's day, and up until modern times, salt was the most common of all
preservatives, therefore, when Jesus uses this analysis of "salt,” Heis speaking in reference to

societies tendency toward rottenness, decay, and pollution...its tendency to become foul and
offensivel

If we areto ever understand what is happening in the world, we must bear in mind this
reality about the world's tendency toward putrefaction! Christ is saying that humanity is "fallen”
from the place God originally created it...it is sinful...and has a tendency toward evil!

Humanity...apart from God...tends to get putrid. It does NOT have a tendency upward
toward good!

Theworld isasgood as it isnow - only because of the Church!

THE CHRISTIAN'SFUNCTION ISTO BE "SALT" IN HISWORLD!

1. Salt prevents putrefaction

Meat has certain germs on its surface which create a danger of the meat becoming putrid,
therefore, salt is rubbed into the meat to preserve it against these agencies that tend to make it
putrid.

2. Salt provides" savor" [tastiness)

Lifewithout Christ istasteless, dull and boring! Just as salt give flavor, true Christianity gives
brightness and joy to life!

Because life apart from Christ is so utterly tasteless, many have turned to drugs, or other
stimulants, in their endeavor to add "savor" to their lives.

Our Christian living should provide "flavor™ in the world around us!
We, Christians, areto function as salt in our world by putting the beatitudesinto

action...that is...by being Christ-like in every spherein which we find ourselves. And, if we are
Christ-like, then, our very presence should have an effect like unto salt in our world!



Some Christians feel that we should not get involved in the things of thisworld... [some
even feel that Christians should not even vote]...while other Christians become so active in the
world that they forget the true purpose of the Church in the world.

Both of these views are the extreme and, therefore, are erroneous!

THE PRIMARY TASK OF THE CHURCH INTHE WORLD ISTO EVANGELI|ZE!

We must never get so involved in political and social matters that we are hampered... or
hindered...in our God-appointed task of evangelism.

Y es, we must play our part as citizens, but, while we are meeting social needs...and
denouncing evil...we must also remember that our true purpose is to reach souls with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ!

Church history will show that...after every great spiritual awakening and reformation
within the Church...society reaped the benefits...not, necessarily, because the Church denounced
socia evils...but, rather, it mainly because of the influence on society as aresult of Christian
individuals living the principles of the beatitudes, as they are taught by Christ.

In the past, when the Church has given attention more to politics...and socia or economic
issues... than to the task of a spiritual renewal and evangelism, the result has been that society
became more immoral and lawless!

CHRISTIANS ARE NOT INFLUENCING THE WORLD AROUND THEM - SIMPLY
BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT "BEING" THE SAINTSTHEY ARE CALLED TO "BE."

It is not the Church making great pronouncements about politics...or other major
issues...that will affect the average man, but, rather Christians, living in their world, displaying
true Christ-like character...[those whose lives have been transformed by the Holy Spirit and who
are living the beatitudes]...who will influence others and the world around them!

Christ was warning us in Matthew 5:13 that we could lose our power to be salt and, if
this does happen, men will no longer bother to persecute us. Not only will they no longer bother
to persecute us, but, even worse, they will discard us and go about their business uninfluenced by
"who"...or "what" we are...and Who we represent.

If we water down...or compromise...our Christian character, we will lose our influencein
the world and be discarded!

The world today, jokes about the sanctities of life and only the presence of an increasing
number of individual Christians - living the beatitudes - will change this world-attitude.

As someone has said, "Salt is not of any value if it stays
in the shaker, so get out of your “salt shaker' and be salt."

Yes, Jesus said, "Ye are the salt of the earth,” but He al'so said, "Ye are the light of the
world" [verse 14], so, our function as Christiansis not only to be salt, but aso, to be "light."



One of the great characteristics of the teachings of Jesus was His ability to "compress!”
He could take the whole content of an entire truth and compressit into one single living
statement!

Matthew 5:14 is one of the most astounding, extraordinary statements that Jesus ever
made about Christiang!

Jesus said, "Ye are the light of the world"
The people to whom Jesus spoke these words were simple people who were entirely
"unimportant” from the world's standpoint and, yet, Jesus said to them, "Ye are the light of the

world."

What an effect these words must have had on them as they began to lift their heads up
and realize what a remarkable and glorious thing it was to be a follower of Jesus Christ!

Christianity is aremarkable and glorious thing and it is God's desire that we, too... like
the people of whom Jesus spoke that day...have arealization of this fact!

When Jesus says, "ye are the light of the word,” the "ye" refersto every Christian...it
refersto YOU!

1.
This statement implies that the world isin a state of darkness

This statement brings into contrast the Christian's point of view versus the world's point
of view.

The world speaks about "enlightenment.”
The 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries were called the "Renaissance"...the watershed of

civilization. The 18th century was called "The Age of Enlightenment” and we were told that
"knowledge brings light."

It istrue that there was a great increase in knowledge concerning the processes
of natureand physical illnessesand diseases...and knowledge hasthrown acertain
amount of "light" on these things...however, God says that, "the world is in
darkness!"

The tragedy is that man has concentrated solely on one aspect of knowledge ...
namely, "things"...mechanical, scientific, biological things.

AND - THISISA TRAGEDY..BECAUSE..MAN'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE
REAL FACTOR OF LIFE..AND WHAT MAKES LIFE TRULY
MEANINGFUL AND WORTH LIVING...HASNOT INCREASED!

Despite having discovered all thisgreat knowledge, man hasfailed to discover the
most important fact of all..which is.. WHAT TO DO WITH ALL THIS
KNOWLEDGE!




There is nothing wrong with discovery, however, the tragedy is that man does not yet
have sufficient knowledge of himself to be able to know what to do with the knowledge he has.

Man has knowledge... knowledge in mechanical, scientific, biological and technological
things...but...when it comes to the great, basic, fundamenta problems of living it becomes
obvious that Christ's statement, implying that the world isin darkness, is true...in fact, the world
isinastate of terrible darkness!

» When we think of the personal life, conduct and behavior of the average person...

» when we remember that men of great knowledge in their fields were tragic
failuresin their own personal lives...

» when we see that those who boast of enlightenment and understanding break
down in their person to person relationship...

we begin to realize that the major problem of society is how to live...how to live a clean, straight,
pure and wholesome life, enabled to avoid conflicts, evil, and sin.

YES, THE WORLD | S IN GROSS DARKNESS!

2.
Chrigt's statement, " Ye are the light of the world,"
implies that Christians arethe ONL Y ones who can truly advise
...and instruct...others on how to live
because Christians are the only ones who have the answer to life's questions.

The greatest thinkers and philosophers of our day are completely baffled by the questions
concerning the solution to life's problems.

The controlling theory that these thinkers and philosophers have followed is that all man
needed...to solve all his problems...is more "knowledge." These thinkers and philosophers do not
understand the r eal problems of man and, therefore, they are not able to tell uswhat is
responsible for our present condition.

Onewell-known teacher of philosophy...reviewing abook which was supposed
to deal with the problems of man...said, " This book, regarding the analysis of
man's problems, is very good, but since it does not go beyond analysis, it is of
no help. We can all analyze the problems of mankind, but the vital question that
we want answered is, "What is the source of man's troubles and what can be
done about it?"

The world offers no light!

Jesus looked at aband of ordinary, insignificant people and said to them, "You... and you
alone...arethelight of the world."

People have laughed at the Gospel message, but that laughter has begun to cease as



history is proving what Jesus has to say is, indeed, true. The darkness of the world has never
been more evident than it is now!

True child of God, Ye are the light of the world!"

3.

This statement...that it is the Christians who are the light of the world
...implies that the Christian...though he may never have read...or studied
...anything about philosophy...knows...and understands...more about life...and living
... than the greatest philosophical "expert" who is not a Christian!

One of the great themes of the New Testament is that "the world...by wisdom... knew not
God" and, that "it pleases God...by the foolishness of preaching...to save them that believe.”

The words of Jesus may appear to be ridiculous to the world, however, they are pure
wisdom and they call upon us to do something very positive in the world. This"call"...to bea
"light"...is not just to a certain kind of Christian...but to each and every "ordinary," "average,”
Christian.

YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD!

Jesus saysin John 8:12...and also in other placesin Scripture..."| amthe Light of the
world." How can we take the statement in Matthew 5:14, which states, "Ye are the light of the
world" together with this statement in John 8:12, and understand them both?

The answer is, simply, that a Christian can only be thelight of the world because of
hisrelationship with Jesus Christ...Who isthe Light of the world!

When we receive the " Light" of the world, we become transmitters of light! The very
nature of Jesus Christ entersinto our spirits and He lives through us!

We are reflectors of Christ's Light! His"light" isin us and, therefore, the result of being
the kind of Christian described in the beatitudes is that we show forth Christ's light in our world.

As our attitudes begin to take on the spirit of the beatitudes...[Living the beatitudes]
...those around us will begin to realize that something is different about us and they will begin to
ask the "why" behind that difference. People will watch our conduct and our behavior because
thisis where the element of "light" shines out.

Some reverse Christ's order...they may even speak in an enlightened
manner...however, they do not live asthe "salt" of the earth. Jesus warns
us of the tragedy of those who would "speak” the Gospel in "words," but
they do not "live" the Gospel in "deeds!"

IF OUR LIPS SPEAK THE GOSPEL MORE THAN OUR LIVES"LIVE" THE GOSPEL, IT
WILL AVAIL LITTLE. WE MUST BE"SALT" BEFORE WE CAN BE LIGHT!

HOW AREWE THE "LIGHT" OF THE WORLD?




Matthew 5:14-16, "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that arein the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which isin heaven."

2 Corinthians 3:2 states, "Ye are epistles known and read of all men." This verse helps us
to more fully understand how we are the light of the world because what this verse essentially
saysisthat we are God's Word in our world for anyone to inspect and read!

2 Corinthians 3.7 tells us that, when Moses was with God on the mountain, his face shone
with transferred glory as aresult of his being in the presence of God. This glory was so bright
that, when Moses came down from the mountain, he had to cover his face with aveil so that the
light would not dazzle the people.

In the verses that follow, Paul builds on this theme and argues that we, too, should shine
with the same glory that Moses did as aresult of our spending time with Jesus. Others should be
ableto see Him as He is reflected in our lives:

2 Corinthians 3:13-18, "Not as Moses, which put a vell over His face, that the children of
Israel could not steadfastly look to the end of that which isabolished; but their minds were blinded,
for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in the reading of the Old Testament, which
veil isdone away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Mosesisread, the veil isupon their heart.
Nevertheless when it [Israel] shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away. Now the Lord is
that Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, thereisliberty. But we all, with open face [no vell
over our faces| beholding asin a glass [mirror] the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image fromglory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."

2 Corinthians 4.6 states, "God, Who first ordered light to shinein darkness, hasflooded our
heartswith Hislight. We now can enlighten men only becausewe can givethem knowledge of the
alory of God, aswe see it in the face of Jesus Christ."

1 Peter 2:9 states, " Ye area chosen generation, aroyal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
[purchased] people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of
darkness unto His marvelous light."

Philippians 2:14-16 state, "In all that you do, avoid discontent and dissension, that ye be
blameless and harmless [sincerg], the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation [twisted and foolish generation] among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
holding forth the word of life, that | may rejoice in the day of Christ, that | have not run in vain,
neither labored in vain."

GOD'SWORD MAKESCONSTANT USE OF THE COMPARISON BETWEEN "LIGHT" AND
"DARKNESS' IN ORDER TO SHOW USHOW THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD FUNCTION IN HIS
WORLD!

Jesus said, "Ye arethelight of theworld..."

1. ACITY THATISSET ONANHILL CANNOT BEHID




If we are what we ought to be we cannot be hid! There should be a contrast between our
lives and the lives of others...a contrast that is quite evident and obvious...as obvious and
conspicuous as a"city on an hill."

2.NEITHERDOMENLIGHT A CANDLE, AND PUT IT UNDER A BUSHEL,
BUT ON A CANDLESTICK; ANDIT GIVETH LIGHT
UNTO ALL THAT AREINTHE HOUSE

The whole purpose of a"light" isto give light...it has no other purpose...and thisis our
purpose as lights...to give light!

Essentially what Jesusistelling usisthat He has made us a"light" and we are not to
deliberately try and conceal that light BECAUSE:

|IF WE ARE CONCEALING OUR LIGHT,
WE ARE RENDERING THAT LIGHT UTTERLY USELESS

Jesus said, "Salt without its savor is useless'
Why did Jesus use the illustration of "salt"?

The answer is because salt's only usefulnessisto be salty.

Some things are useful for several things, but thisis not true of salt. There are a'so some
things that do not become useless simply because their primary function ceases to operate, but
thisisalso not true of salt. The moment salt losesits saltinessit hasno use at al! "Itis
henceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men."

Once we lose the essential quality...the purpose...for which we have been made new ...
we have no valueto Jesus Christ!

IN OTHER WORDS...One who is a Christian in name only...without the quality of the
beatitudesin hislife...is useless to Jesus Christ!

ANY CHRISTIAN WHO ISTRULY LIVING THE BEATITUDES
WILL STAND OUT LIKEA CITY ON A HILL
..OR LIKE A CANDLE IN A DARK ROOM...HE CANNOT BE HID!

Our ultimate purpose...and goal...as Christians...is to function in this way... manifesting
the essential quality for which God made us...whichisto be like Jesus!

The devil is always ready to hand us a"bushel” for us to put our light under, but Jesus
said, " Let it shing, let it shine!"

HOW DO WE "LET OUR LIGHT SHINE?"

In this day of electricity, perhapsit is difficult for us to really understand some of the
analogies Jesus made in reference to light. When Jesus speaks of a"candle,” Heis primarily
making reference to its method of giving light. The word "candle" is more correctly transated



"lamp" and the word "candlestick” is more correctly trandated "lampstand.”

There were two things which were necessary to keep the lamp burning brightly and keep
it giving light:

1. There had to be an adeguate supply of ail.

Jesus reminds us of the absolute essential need of oil in the parable of the ten virgins.

The whole point of the beatitudes is to emphasize the fact that we must receive the "divine life
of God" in order that His light might shine through us.

In some places in Scriptures this reception of the Divine life of God is called "being filled with
the Holy Spirit" and, in other placesin Scripture, it isreferred to as being "controlled by the
Spirit of God."

The"ail" is synonymous with being in submissive to the Holy Spirit and allowing Him to
guide our lives and our motives.

2. Thewick had to betrimmed

There was a very delicate process of trimming the wick which had to be given specia
attention, lest the lamp would begin to smoke and, as aresult, not be able to giveitslight.

Trimming one's "wick" is reminding oneself of the injunctions of the beatitudes and asking
oneself, "Do | live according to these injunctions?" "Am | like the person who is described
in the beatitudes?" "Am | poor in spirit...merciful...pure...and a peacemaker?"

SINCE CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE DIFFERENT FROM NON-CHRISTIANS...[AS
DIFFERENT ASLIGHT ISFROM DARKNESS]...HOW ARE WE TO BE DIFFERENT?

Jesus gives us the answer to this question in the Sermon on the Mount:

He tells us how we are to react if someone takes us to court...treats us unjustly...steals our
coat...etc. Jesusteaches us...in depth...the truth of what our reactions...and attitudes...should be as
Christians and how these attitudes should become for us, away of life...Hisway of life!

People are watching us very closely to see how we will react to different life
situations. They are anxious to know . . .

 whether or not we will flare up when we become angry

» whether or not we will be overly anxious when we are confronted with problems,
and

» whether or not we will respond in aloving manner when conflicts
(quarrels, disputes, misunderstandings, jealousies, envy, malice, etc.) arise.
Jesus said, "Let your light so shine before men that they may see your "lovely ways
and glorify your Father which isin heaven."



A Christianisto live adifferent life than the non-Christian. The Christian'slife should
show the world the true way of living as he begins to take on the characteristics of Jesus
Christ...as he begins to take on the attitudes of the beatitudes...he should begin to relate to his
world more and more as Christ related to the world thereby becoming...like Christ was...a
light that shinesin the darkness.

Others see our "lovely ways," which do not call attention to ourselves, but rather,
glorify our Father which isin heaven...which, in turn, motivates others to want to glorify God
inasimilar manner.

It istrue that the world is baffled, bewildered, and frustrated...(having tried
philosophical, psychological, educational, political etc.) "solutions,” it still doesn't have any
answers that help solve...or resolve...al itsills.

The only answer for the world's bewilderment is Jesus Christ...and the only answer for
anyone...if he desires to not become a part of the bewilderment...the "darkness'...isto be
born-again and receive a new nature...Christ's nature!

We are living in the midst of people in darkness...some of whom will never have any
"light" except that which comes from Y OU!

We are, therefore, to live in such away that people will see that we are different...
different from the rest of the world in conduct, behavior, and reactions and, as a result of our
difference, they will to see God in us!

Jesus continues His teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, "Think
not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; | am not
cometo destroy, but to fulfill. For verily | say untoyou, Till heaven
and earth pass, onejot or onetittle shall in no wise pass fromthe
law, till all be fulfilled" Matthew 5:17-18.

While this passage is a continuation of what Jesus has said before, it also marksthe
beginning of a new section of the Sermon on the Mount.

Christ begins the Sermon on the Mount by describing a Christian...what he"is"... and,
then He goes on to explain how the Christian'slife is to be a manifestation of what he "is."

Like a parent sending his child out into the world and saying to him, "Now remember
who you are and behave in such a way as to bring honor to your family," Jesus, in like manner,
says to each Christian, "You are a child of God and, because of this, manifest the characteristics
of such a people.”

THE QUESTION IS: "HOW ARE WE TO MANIFEST
THE CHARACTERISTICSOF CHILDREN OF GOD?"

It is essentially this question that Jesus answersin verses 17-20 of Matthew 5.

The word that Jesus uses throughout the Sermon on the Mount is "righteousness’ - and it



is essentially this one word that sums up Christian living. Righteousness is the theme of the
remainder of the Sermon on the Mount, BUT ... WHAT IS RIGHTEOUSNESS?

Matthew 5:17-20 is a genera introduction to the subject of "righteousness’ and what
righteousnessis.

Before Christ goesinto detail about what righteousnessis, He lays down certain general
principles. Verse 17-20 serve as an introduction to His explanation of what true righteousnessis.

Christ always startswith the "principl€" of atruth and then He
goes on to give the "practices’ of that principle. People get into
wrong "practices’ because they are not sure of the underlying
"principles.” Very often the "principle" of a truth gets lost in
details about the "practices" of that truth.

For example, verse 39 of Matthew 5 states, "but whosoever
shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other also."
however, one may go through hisentirelifeand never have anyone
"smite him on his right cheek,” how, then, is he to fulfill the
dictates of this verse?

The breakdown of practicesis due to the fact that basic principles have been forgotten.
We must keep in mind that Jesus always starts with basic principles and then goes on to deal
with the details of the practices of these principles. In verse 17-20, Jesus begins answering the
guestion, "What is righteousness?"

1. First, Christ tells us that everything that He teaches is in absolute harmony with the entire
teaching of the Old Testament Scriptures and that nothing that He teachesis, in any way, a
contradiction of them [Verses 17-18].

2. Secondly, Christ tells us that His teaching, while in harmony with the teaching of the Old
Testament, isin complete disharmony with the teaching of the Scribes and Pharisees because
His teaching was an utter contradiction of their teaching [Verses 19-20].

These two principles explain the antagonism that the Scribes and Pharisees had toward
Jesus and they likewise explain all the troubles He has to endure with these religious leaders of
His day.

REMEMBER THIS FACT:
JESUSCRITICIZED THE DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIBESAND THE PHARISEES

Some folks say, "Never preach the negative, but always preach the positive!" How- ever,
Jesus very definitely criticized the teaching of the Scribes and Pharisees and He exposed...and
denounced...that teaching for what it was.

WHY DID JESUS BRING UP THE MATTER OF THE LAW
AT THISPOINT OF THE SERMON?

1. The law was something these people faced every day.



Interestingly, the Scribes and Pharisees had added to the law until, in Jesus' day, there were
613 commandments.

2. Jesus was known as a"law breaker" and He wanted to clarify that it was not God's law
that He broke.

It seemed to the crowd that Jesus had a complete disregard for the established law of that day.
His healing on the Sabbath...His allowing His disciplesto pluck corn on the Sabbath...He
teachings on fasting and washing...were al so different from the teachings of the Pharisees
that the crowd questioned: "Weren't His teachings supposed to be based on the Old
Testament?" Jesus did not observe the rules and regulations of the Pharisees and He ate and
drank with sinners so, again, the crowd questioned, "Didn't Jesus believe in the Holy
Wkitings?'

The interest of the crowd heightened as they began to wonder how Jesus would defend
Himself.

Jesus wanted to assure the people that, far from being antagonistic toward the Old Testament,
He had come to fulfill it!

And, Jesus was showing them thisin His Sermon on the Mount because He was teaching
them, the true meaning of the law which had been so corrupted by these Jewish religious
leaders.

JESUSMAKESTHREE EMPHATIC DECLARATIONS:

1. "Think not that | am come to destroy the law or the prophets’ [Verse 17].
Jesus life venerated the law for His life was regulated by it.

The term "the law and the prophets'...[that is...the writings of Moses and the prophets]...was
an expression that was used to mean the entire Old Testament.

THE "LAW" INCLUDED:

(A) TheMoral Law - The great moral principles of God

(B) The Judicial Law - The legidative law given for the nation of Israel inits
peculiar circumstances at that time. It's purpose was to order their behavior in their
relationships with others.

(C) The Ceremonial Law - The burnt offerings, sacrifices, rituals,
ceremonial in connection with their worship in the Tabernacle and Temple.

2. "l am come, not to destroy the law, but to fulfil it" [Verse 17].

The word "fulfill" means "to carry out...to fulfil in the sense of...
to give full obedienceto."

Literally, "to fulfil the law" means, "to carry out every thing
that has been said under the law."



3. "For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or onetittle shall in
no wise pass fromthe law, till all be fulfilled" [Verse 18].

Theword "For" in the beginning of thisverse is a conjunction and means "because"...in other
words..."because of verse 17, therefore, verse 18."

JESUSMAKESTWO MORE POINTS:

1. God's law is absolute and can never be charged or modified even to the slightest extent
because His laws are eternal.

What does "one jot or onetittle shall in no wise pass from the law" mean?

Theword "jot" is a Hebrew word referring to a very small mark...resembling our English
comma...at the top of aHebrew letter.

The word "tittle" isthe tiny protrusion on a Hebrew letter, much like the small curlicue of Old
English |ettering.

What Jesus was saying is that every minute detail of the law would be fulfilled!

2. One of the most stupendous claims that Jesus ever made was that "He had come to “fulfil’
all thelaw" and that...in HIM....it would be fulfilled down to the smallest detail!

Jesus confirmed the whole Old Testament and put His seal of authority upon it because,
according to Him, the Old Testament was the Word of God...He believed it and quoted from
it.

Essentially - Jesus said of the Old Testament, "This is the Word of God and | camto carry it
out...to fulfil it!" Jesus cameto fulfil...to carry out...what was written by the prophets of the
Old Testament.

When Peter wrote the epistle. Second Peter, the church was living in very hard times. Things
were difficult and the Christians were experiencing persecution. In the writing of this epistle,
Peter, now an old man, was giving afinal word of comfort to the church.

In chapter 1 of Second Peter, Peter tells how he and James and John had the privilege
of seeing the transfiguration of Jesus and how they heard God's voice saying, "Thisis My
beloved Son." However, Peter goes on to say that he has something even better to tell us...and
that isthat we do not have to place our confidence in his testimony and experience because we
can have a more sure word of prophecy by reading the Old Testament and discovering for
ourselves how it verifies Jesus Chrigt'slife...BECAUSE GOD'SWORD IS THE
STRONGEST BUTTRESS OF FAITH THAT MAN CAN OBTAIN!

CHRIST CLAIMS THAT HE FULFILLED WHAT
WASTAUGHT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT!

2 Corinthians 1:20 states, "For all the promises of God in Him[in Christ Jesus| are
yea, and in Him Amen unto the glory of God by us.” One trandation states, "Yes, He has



fulfilled them."
ALL THE PROMISES OF GOD WERE FULFILLED IN CHRIST JESUS

Christ's fulfillment of the Old Testament propheciesis, truly, one of the most
astounding, remarkable, things that one will ever encounter!

The exact prophecies concerning Christ'sbirth...the place of Hisbirth...Hislife
and ministry...were all there in the Old Testament.

Itisincrediblethat the Jews could not seeit and the r eason they could not see
it was because they thought of a Messiah as a "worldly" king...a political
personage...and, blinded by thisprejudice, instead of seeing theword that God had
given them, they looked to their own superimposed ideas!

For those who read the Old Testament, there is an extraordinary accurate description of
Jesus Christ's life!

I saiah 53, for instance, gives an account of what Christ was going to do. [The Gospel is
right there in the Old Testament].

Psalms 22 is a prophecy of Christ's death, so, right herein this psalm, we have aliteral,
accurate, description...in detail...of Calvary.

Christ's resurrection is also found in the Old Testament.
The "bringing in of the Gentiles" is aso told in God's promise to "bless the nations.”

An accurate account of what happened at Pentecost is al'so given in the Old Testament.
when Peter got up on the day of Pentecost, he said, "Don't be surprised, thisis what wastold to
us by the prophet Joel."

We could go on to give endless more examples to show the ways in which Jesus Christ
fulfilled the Scriptures of the Old Testament! NEVER DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN THE
OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENTS and don't ever think that you don't need the Old
Testament because the New Testament cannot truly be understood except in the light of the Old
Testament!

Galatians 4:4 tells us that Christ was "made under the law"...that is...He was born subject
to the law!

One of the essential truths concerning the incarnation isthat Christ was eternal "above,"
but came down to earth "below" and was "made under the law to carry out the law.

GOD SHOWED THE ABSOLUTE CHARACTER OF HISHOLY LAW WHEN HE PLACED
HIS SON UNDER IT!

Jesus carefully observed the law and he obeyed it down to the minutest detail. He taught
othersto love the law, and His discourse in the Sermon on the Mount is an explanation of the
[aw!



Jesus could claim at the end of His alife that no one could find any wrong in Him and
that there could be no charge brought against Him for breaking the law in any way...and Christ
defied anyone to so charge Him because He knew He had lived the law so fully and had obeyed
it so perfectly that no one could accuse Him of breaking it.

THE CROSS

The cross is the center of our faith, but, if we do not understand the law, we can never
understand the cross and what it means.

Some speak of the cross merely in a sentimental manner to arouse pity, but the cross was
not about a martyr dying...nor wasit just adisplay of God's love. The cross can only be
understand in terms of the law!

THE CROSS WAS ABOUT JESUS CHRIST...THE SON OF GOD...ENDURING IN HIS
OWN BODY..THE PENALTY PRESCRIBED BY LAW FOR THE SIN OF MANKIND!

The law condemns sin and pronounces the death sentence upon it. God stated, "The
wages of sin is death” and the law stated, "Death must pass upon all men, for all have sinned.”

JESUS CAME...NOT TO DESTROY ...BUT TO FULFILL!

The punishment for sin must be carried out
- That punishment is death!
THAT ISWHY CHRIST DIED!
- The law must be fulfilled!

God, in forgiving man, could not just put aside the law which He had decreed because, if
He did, it would be a contradiction of His holy nature.

Mankind could not be forgiven until punishment had been enacted for hissin. At Calvary,
Christ was paying the penalty for man's sin and thisis what makes the cross so
precious...and...unless we interpret the cross from this perspective, we will never have a
Scriptural view of it!

Christ fulfilled all the Old Testament types...the burnt offerings...the sacrifices...the
Tabernacle and Temple ceremonial...the brazen atar...the laver of washing - He fulfilled them
all!

We ask...as we read the books of Leviticus or Numbers..."What do all these things... the
shewbread...the high priest...the vessels...mean?" The answer to that question is that they were
types and prophecies that were going to be fulfilled!

Jesus Chrigt fulfilled all these types...He is our High Priest...our Sacrifice...and He has
fulfilled every ceremonial law!

Romans 8 makes clear thereationship between God'slaw and God's grace




Romans8:1-10, " Therefore, thereis now no condemnation for thosewho arein Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free fromthe law of sin and death.
For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sinin
sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not
live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. Those who live according to the sinful
nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the
Soirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to
God'slaw, nor canit do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You, however,
are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ isin you, your
body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness.”

"The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death."

CHRIST FULFILLING THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW IN
USISWHAT THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT ISALL ABOUT!

Christ gave usthe Holy Spirit and the Holy spirit gives us power to live the Sermon on
the Mount...thereby fulfilling God's law!

VERSE 5 Tellsusthat those who give attention to their "lower nature” liveacarnal life
because their thoughts are shaped by their lower nature, but those whose
thoughts are controlled by the Spirit, live after the Spirit and are pleasing to
God

VERSE 6 Tells usthat the "death” referred to does not refer to "eternal death” but,
rather, it refersto "separation from God';s spiritual intent and purpose.”

VERSE 7-8 Tellsusthat if onedoesnot live after hislower nature, but, rather, iscontrolled
by the Spirit, then heisnot at enmity with God and is, therefore, subject to the
law of God...[does not subject itself to the law of God... refuses to obey God's
law]...The natural man cannot please God and is not subject to the law, but the
man who is controlled by the Spirit and loves God is subject to the law!

VERSES 9-10 | Tellsusthat oneisnot to live after hisnatural inclination, but, rather, istolive
after the Spirit because the Spirit of God lives within him. If oneisnot living
after the Spirit, then heisnot living to please God and, likewise, hisalifeisnot
pleasing to Christ. If Christ abidesin anindividual (that is, if Christisruling
within him) the body of self isdead and his"spirit" isalive because of Christ's
righteousness within!

VERSE 13 Tellsusthat, if onelivesunder the control of his"natural inclinations,” hewill
be separated from God's purpose for him, but, if he, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, puts to death these natural inclinations, he will live... really live!

The message of Romans 8 is that the law of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus [that is,



Christ's righteousness applied to our lives by the Holy Spirit]...frees us from the law of sin and
death...the demands of the Old Testament law.

God said in Hebrews 8:7-13 that He was going to "make a new covenant with the house
of Israel" and that the difference between the "NEW" and the "OL D" covenant was that He was
going to 'write Hislaw in their minds and on their hearts.”

No longer was His covenant on tables of stone, but,
rather, they were now on "fleshly tables' of the heart!

GOD SAID THAT HE WOULD MAKE USANXIOUSTO FULFILL HIS
COVENANT AND THAT HEWOULD ENABLE USTO KEEP THAT COVENANT.

And thisiswhat "grace" is...God giving us the "desire"...and, then, the "power"... or the
"ability...to perform His will.

1. THE CEREMONIAL LAW

All that the prophets said concerning the ceremonial law was completely fulfilled
Christ...by Hislife...His death...and by resurrection.

When Christ died, theveil inthetemplewasrent intwo...opening theway into the Holy of
Holies and...not long after that [about 40 years later...the Temple was completely destroyed in
A.D. 70.

Jesus claimed that everything contained in the ceremonial law applied to Him. He felt
responsible to perform the law and said that He was "fulfilling the law" by believing in...and
by subjecting Himself to...it!

2. THE JUDICIAL LAW

The Judicial law was primarily for the nation of Isragl...God's theocracy on earth
...however Jesus said to Israel, " The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and givento a
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof" [Matthew 21:43].

Peter said to the Church, "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a purchased people; that ye should show forth the praises of Himwho hath called you
out of darknessinto His marvelous light; which in time past were not a people, but now are the
people of God; which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy." [1 Peter 2:9-10].

3. THE MORAL LAW

The Moral law was something that was per manent and per petual.

The greatest commandment...the law that covers all laws...is, " Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart...with all thy soul...with all thy mind...and with all thy strength." That
law is not only permanent, but it isalso for al of mankind!

And the second greatest commandment is like unto it, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as



thyself."

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT WAS THE "MORAL LAW AS
JESUS CHRIST INTERPRETED IT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT!

... and its message stands true as much for our time asit did in
Christ'stime...and it will stand true until the end of timel!

WHAT ISSIN?

1 John 3:4 states that, "Sin isthe transgression of the law."

In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ presents us with the law and then essentially tells us
that when we break the law we are sinning!

WHAT ISTHE CHRISTIAN'SRELATIONSHIP TO THE LAW?

The whole argument of the book of Galatians [particularly chapter 3] isthat we are not
under the law in respect to "works" and that our salvation is not dependent on keeping the law.

Nonetheless, we are not released from the law asfar asit being arule for our lives.

GOD'SLAW ISNOT OPPOSED TO GOD'S GRACE

It istrue that there was once a covenant of law and that now there is a covenant of grace,
however, the reality of that truth does not mean that the law is destroyed.

The law was never meant to save man because it could not do that. No one can save
himself by keeping the law because no oneis able to keep the law. The law was given to show
man his transgression and it was given 430 years after God gave His promise to Abraham. The
purpose of the law was to show the character of God's demands and it was given to man to show
the exceeding sinfulness of sin. It was given to show man that he could never justify himself
before God.

The law was our schoolmaster to bring usto Christ!

THE PURPOSE OF GOD'S"GRACE" ISTO ENABLE USTO KEEP THE LAW...
THAT IS, TO ENABLEUSTO LIVE THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.

The law was given to show man God's demands...to show man how sinful and helpless he
is...and to show man his need for a Savior to save him from his sinful nature.

God's grace will deliver man from the curse of the law and will enable him to keep the
law...to live righteously

Matthew 5:19 states, "Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of God."



The Greek word, which istranslated "least" in this verse, literally means, "lowest place..
least esteemed...or...regarded as small." And, the Greek word which istransated as "great” in
thisverse, literally means, "counted for much...greatly esteemed...or... acknowledged as great."

Jesus did not come to make less stringent demands on us then the law makes, but, rather,
His purpose for coming was to make plain what God meant by "the law" and to enable usto
keep the law.

The whole purpose of the Sermon on the Mount was to show us how to fulfill...or
"keep the righteousness of"...the law. Since thisis so, we must be clear in our minds as to what
the law is...in other words...we must know the answer to the question, "What does God demand
of us?" The Sermon on the Mount answers that question!

WHAT ISHOLINESS?

Holiness is keeping the law of God and the Sermon on the Mount is given to usto help us
to know what the " law of God" is.

In Jesus day, the Scribes and the Pharisees were highly thought of by those who sought
to please God. They appear ed to be the most holy of people! In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
shows us how the Scribes and the Pharisees were lacking in true holiness and Godly
righteousness.

One of the most surprising and shocking statements that Jesus makes in the Sermon on
the Mount is when He says...beginning in verse 17 of Matthew 5..."Do not imaginethat | have
come to make things easier by reducing the demands of the law. Far from doing that, | am
hereto tell you that unless your righteousness shall exceed that of the Scribes and the
Pharisees, you have no hope of entering the kingdom of heaven."

THE SCRIBES

The Scribes were those who spent their time teaching and expounding God's law. They
were supposedly "authorities' on the law. They gave their whole life to studying the law and
were the interpreters of the law as well as the ones who made exact copies of the law.

THE PHARISEES

The Pharisees were "separatists’ [as the Hebrew word indicates]. They formed a code of
morals that was more rigid than the law and they based this rigid code on the "traditions of the
fathers." They were looked upon as those who had attained the very pinnacle of piety because
they had drawn up rules and regulations that even went beyond the demands of the law.

For instance, they taught that one should fast twice aweek rather
than only one day ayear, as the law demanded.

Gradually, over the years, the Pharisees elaborated on God's system of law...and what it
originaly demanded...and they commanded that others do so as well. They formed an
excessively stringent code of morals which they thought was the paragon of virtue and the whole



aim and object of their "religion” was to be...what they thought was..."holy" in their endeavor to
please God.

* The Scribes were the doctors of the law, and
« the Pharisees claimed to be the purest practices of the law.

JESUS CAME ALONG AND ANNOUNCED TO HIS LISTENERS THAT, "UNLESS
THEIRRIGHTEOUSNESSEXCEEDED THAT OF THE SCRIBESAND THE PHARISEES, THEY
WOULD IN NO CASE ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN."

Because the people depended upon the teachings of the Scribes and the Pharisees for their
idea of what God's law demanded, Jesus dealt with those teachings and showed His listeners the
hollowness of what the Scribes and Pharisees taught.

On one occasion, Jesus tells of a Pharisee and a sinner who went up to the Templeto
pray. Standing in a prominent place, the Pharisee thanked God that he was not as other men...he
was not an extortioner...he was not unjust...he was not an adulterer. Now, it was true that this
Pharisee had done none of these things because Jesus accepted his statements and even repeated
them. Jesus said that this Pharisee fasted twice aweek...tithed al his possessions...and was a
highly "religious’ man because he was punctiliousin his observance of what he considered the
"law" to be...not only "verbalizing” the law, but also "practicing” it aswell.

As one reads the New Testament, one sees that Christ's wrath was aroused more against
"religion” such asthat of the Scribes and the Pharisees than it was around against anything else -
[For instance, read Matthew 22!]

Thisbringsusto the serious, important matter of the possibility of onedeluding
himself. The Pharisees were hypocrites, but they were unconscious hypocrites!
One cannot read the Bible without being constantly reminded of this terrible
danger...that is, the danger of sincerely relying upon the wrong kind of
"religion”...trusting in things which appear to be worship to God, rather than
trusting in that which istrue worship to Him.

CHRIST'SANALY SIS OF THE RELIGION OF THE SCRIBESAND THE
PHARISEES ...AND SOME SPIRITUAL TRUTHS...AND REALITIES..TO BE LEARNED
FROM THAT ANALY SIS

1. Christ's basic charge against the Scribes and the Pharisees was that their religion was
entirely external and formal, rather than being areligion of the "heart."

An example of thisis Luke 16:15 which says, "And Jesus said unto them [the Pharisees] "Ye
are they which justify yourselves before men; [that is, you seek to impress others with your
righteousness|, but God knoweth your hearts, for that which is highly esteemed among men is
an abomination [disgusting] in the sight of God." Jesus made this statement in love, but,
nonetheless, He was denouncing those who were misrepresenting God.

The Pharisees religion consisted of certain "outward' observances of the law... strict
abstinence from gross sins such as adultery, theft, murder, or idolatry...how- ever, they had no



conscience about impure thoughts, covetousness, hatred, or coldness of heart toward God.

Jesus said in Matthew 23:25-27, "Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make
clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and
excess...[violent behavior and uncontrolled desire]. Thou blind Pharisee, cleansefirst that which
iswithin the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, Scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye arelike unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful
outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.”

The Scribes and the Pharisees wer e very meticulous about the "outside"...the outer
behavior...but Jesus said that what one is on the "inside" iswhat isimportant to God.

2. Another charge that Jesus brought against the Pharisees was that they were more
concerned about the "ceremonial” law than they were the "moral” law.

They were very concerned about the "ritual” of the law, but they were not so concerned about
the "moral" aspect of the law.

They felt that aslong asthe "did" this...and "did" that...that it didn't really matter what they
were"inside.”

3. Yet another charge that Jesus brought against the Pharisees was that their religion was one
of "man-made" rules and regulations.

Jesus said that their's was areligion that glorified themselves...and not God... because al of
their fasting, praying on street corners, and giving of ams, was to enhance their own
reputation.

Matthew 23:5-7 states, "But all their works they do for to be seen of men; they make broad their
phylacteries[large prayer boxeswith Scripture versesinside which they wore on their arms] and
enlargethe bordersof their garments. And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats
in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets [greetings of honor], and to be called of men,
Rabbi, Rabbi."

The Pharisees had their own standard of how they thought people should "be" and they taught
that as long as people conformed to their [articular list of "rights’ and "wrongs,” they were
"alright" and could feel self-satisfied.

A religion that teaches that, after one has "done" certain things, he can feel that is"OK" and
that all iswell between he and God, isareligion that promotes smugness and self-
satisfaction...self-complacency.

4. The ultimate condemnation that Jesus had of the Pharisees' life-style...and way of living...
was that there was a complete absence of the "spirit" of the law in their lives.

Itisthe "spirit" of the law that is so clearly outlinesin the beatitudes and it is here, in the
beatitudes, that Jesus sows us the basic difference between the Pharisees "religion” and true
Christianity.



The Pharisees followed the "letter” of the law, but neglected the weightier matters of the law
which was to, "Love God with all your heart and soul, and love your neighbor as you love
yourself."

THE WHOLE PURPOSE OF "RELIGION" ISTO WORSHIP GOD

Attempting to keep the law down to its smallest detail is not holiness! The test of true
holiness is one's relationship with God...one's attitude toward Him...and one's love for Him.

Holinessis not just mere avoidance of certain things, but, rather, it is an attitude of the
heart toward God!

The Pharisees were interested in the "details" of the law rather than the "principles” of
the law. In other words, they were interested in "doing” rather than in "being."

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesusistelling usthat it isthe "principle" of the law that
really matters BECAUSE:

WHAT ISREALLY IMPORTANT ISTHE "STATE OF THE HEART"

It is true that there has been a great deal of time and space taken in discussing
verses 17 through 20 of Matthew 5, however, these verses deal with the question
of the Christian's relationship to the "law" and it isimportant that we understand
this foundational consideration that Christ lays down before He goes on to teach
on the meaning of righteousness.

Beginning with verse 21 in chapter 5, a new section isintroduced and, in order to
understand the relevance of this section to what Christ is teaching usin the Sermon on the
Mount, it isessential that we recall what has been said by Christ up to this point:

Up to this point, Christ has been describing the citizens of His kingdom . . .

1. First, He gives a general description of the nature of what a Christian isto "be"
[verses 3-12]

2. Secondly, He give the function...or purpose...of a Christian in hisworld.
[verses 13-16]

3. Thirdly, He deals with the Christian's relationship to the law - [verses 17-20]

4. Now...lastly...beginning with verse 21...Christ demonstrates...in two ways...this relationship
of the Christian to God's law:

(A) First, He contrasts His teachings about the Christian's relationship to the law with
the fal se teachings of the Pharisees - and

(B) Secondly, He gives His own positive exposition of what God's intentions were in
the giving of Hislaw to us.

From Matthew 5:21 on [throughout the rest of Jesus' message of the Sermon-on-the-



Mount . . . totheend of chapter 7] Christ gives an elaboration of His statement that our
righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and the Pharisees.

In Matthew 5:21-48, Christ puts forth six illustr ations as He gives the true exposition of
the law in contrast to the Pharisees false teachings about the law.

These six illustrations include:

1. Murder [verses 21-26] 4. Oaths [verses 33-37]
2. Adultery [verses 27-30] 5. Retaliation [verses 38-42]
3. Divorce [verses 31-32 6. Love [verses 43-48

Aswe look at these illustrations, we see, at once, certain principles which are common to
al six. It isimportant that we first grasp these principles before we go on to try and understand
the meaning behind the illustrations:

1. Each time Christ states, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time," Heisusing
this statement to introduce each one of the six illustrations.

When Christ uses this statement Heis NOT referring to the law of the Old Testament, but,
rather, to the false teachings of the Pharisees. We must keep in mind that the purpose of
Christ's teachings, in the Sermon on the Mount, was to show us the true teachings of the law
as opposed to the Pharisees fal se teachings of it.

Essentially what Christ was saying by thisintroductory statement was that what one had
"heard" by the Phariseeswas NOT the law that God had given, but, rather, was merely a
misrepresentation of that |aw because the Pharisees had added so many of their own
interpretations to the law that it became almost impossible to tell what was God's law and
what was just the Pharisees own ideas about the law.

There is atendency within man to add his own interpretations to what God says which iswhy,
for example, the so-called "sacraments” of the Church [which, in fact, have been added by
men] becloud the simple gospel that was given to us by Jesus Christ.

2. Another extraordinary statement that Jesus makes concerning these six illustrationsis, "1
say unto you."

Jesus presents a contrast between "they say unto you" and "'l say unto you" and He was not
contrasting Moses' law with what He was teaching, but, rather, He was contrasting the
Pharisees' interpretation of the law with what God really meant by the law.

Jesus did not hesitate to claim unique authority because He spoke, not as a mere teacher, or a
mere man, or asjust an expounder of the law, but, rather, as God!

Aswe listen to the Sermon on the Mount, and are confronted with the stupendous fact that we
are listening to the Son of God Himself, we realize that every word isimportant!

And it isimportant that we know exactly what He said. It isimportant that we understand that
Jesus was not just presenting us with anew set of ethical codesto live by, but, rather, He was



telling us about a"new life" to be lived!

Jesustellsusthat Heisfounding akingdom and that those of Hiskingdom
will be of acertain character, of whom Hewill betheir head. He continues
to tell us that, because those in His kingdom are to behave in a certain
manner, He will give us some illustrations of just what that behavior
should entail, how they areto live as "children of the kingdom."

Jesus is more concerned about the "principles’ of God's law than He is the mere
performance of certain rules and regulations and, even in these illustrations which He gives, we
must be careful not to turn the illustrations themselvesinto "law," thereby, negating the very thing
that Christ is setting out to accomplish in the Sermon on the Mount.

It ischaracteristic of human nature to want to have everything cut and dry, to want to be able to
draw up somedefinitelist of "dont's’ and "don'ts" and then to be ableto fedl that, if one had conformed
tothelist, then all iswell between them and God.

However, true Christianity is not about observing alist of do's and don'ts and, therefore, we
must never think of holiness in terms of observing certain "rules,” but, rather, we should think of
holiness as the living of God's principles day by day in the situations that He allows to come into
our lives!

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT ISNOT ABOUT A CODE OF ETHICS,
BUT, RATHER, IT ISABOUT A QUALITY OF LIFE
WHICH ONLY JESUS CHRIST CAN ENABLEUSTO LIVE!

If we take the Sermon on the Mount as only detailed
statements about what we should, or should not, be doing and
then say to ourselves, " According to Jesus, aslong as one does
not do this or that, he will be alright with God," we will miss
the whole point that Jesus is seeking to make.

We must hold on to the principles that Christ gives to us and not try and turn His
illustrations into alaw because Christ is only using these illustrations to show us the kind of life
that a Christian should be living.

Again, human nature desires that someone give us all the answers to our questions as to
what isright and wrong, akind of textbook to live by, to reiterate, alist of "do's" and "don'ts,"
and church history is cluttered with just such lists!

The Sermon on the Mount does not present "laws," but, rather, it presentsalife to be
lived! Christ lays down certain principles that we are to apply to our lives, that we are to apply to
the way we are to respond to life, and others.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives us a new outlook and understanding of God's
viewpoint of life and then tells us that we are to adopt this same viewpoint and, with His
enablement, we are to apply this viewpoint to every detail of our lives and the way we live.



The summarize, the Sermon on the Mount is not about living by "regulations’ but rather,
is about applying Godly "principles’ to every situation that we facein life, and, aswe look at

these illustrations that Jesus makes, one will find that He uses exactly the same principlesin each

of them:

1LITIS PRIMARILY, THE"SPIRIT® OF THE LAW THAT MATTERS

RATHER THAN THE"LETTER" OF THE LAW!
God said, "The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.”

Many seem to feel that, aslong as they do not commit the "act" of sin, they have kept God's
law, however, the whole point of God'slaw . . . God's intent when He gave man Hislaw . . .
was hot just to keep man from committing some "act" of sin, but, rather, was to deal with
man's "attitude" toward sin.

With thisin mind, then, if we rely only on the "letter”
of the law, we miss the whole point of the law!

We must not fall into the trap of taking the "letter" of the law literally and denying the "spirit"
of the law, thereby, at times, making the law ridiculous.

Jesus did not say that the "letter" of the law was unimportant, but that it must be interpreted
according to the "spirit" of its meaning.

. CONFORMITY TO GOD'SLAW MUST NOT BE THOUGHT OF IN TERMS OF
"ACTION" ONLY.

Christ deals with thoughts, motives, and desires and He is more concerned with what |eads to
the action of sin than He isthe action of sin itself.

Christ isnot saying that the action does not matter, but, since the Pharisees
were concerned only about the action, Christ emphasized that the desirein
theheart to sinisasmuch of asin, in God'ssight, asthe actual action of sin
- BECAUSE - itisthe heart that really matters!

. THELAW MUST NOT BE THOUGHT OF AS SOMETHING NEGATIVE, BUT,
RATHER, ASSOMETHING POSITIVE!

The purpose of the law was not just to prevent one from doing certain things that are wrong,
but, rather, its real object was to lead one positively to do that which isright, and to |ove doing
what isright!

Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount that what God is really concerned about is that one
be alover of righteousness, hungering and thirsting after God, not that one just think of the
law as a negative regulation to avoid doing evil.

Many think of holinessasaquality that belongsto onewho isnot guilty of




doing certain things. With thiskind of reasoning, then, one's heart may be
filled with jealousy, envy, or pride, but, aslong ashedoesnot "do" certain
things he is, nonetheless holy. This kind of reasoning, unfortunately,
makes holiness a negative, rather than a positive, thing.

4. THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW WASNOT TO KEEPONE IN A STATE OF
OBEDIENCE TO OPPRESSIVE RULES, BUT, RATHER, TO PROMOTE THE FREE
DEVELOPMENT OF ONE'S SPIRITUAL CHARACTER.

A holy life was never meant to be something hard or grievous, but, rather, was meant to be a
glorious readlity that was offered by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

1 John 5:3 tells us, "His commandments are not grievous." God's commandments should not
be something that cramps our lives, nor should they be something that narrows, or is
restrictive to, our spiritual lives, because, the whole purpose of the Sermon on the
Mount...[indeed, the whole purpose of the entire Gospel]...isto bring usinto the " glorious
liberty of the Children of God."

5. THELAW MUST NEVER BE REGARDED ASAN END IN ITSELF
The ultimate purpose of the law is that we might come to know God.

Thereal test of whether or not God's law is truly operative in one'slife is not whether or not
oneis guilty, or not guilty, of "doing" wrong, but, rather, whether or not one'slifeis pleasing
God - whether or not God is supremein one's life - whether or not oneisliving to the glory
and honor of Him - whether or not one's thoughts, imaginations, desires, and impulses have
been Christlike, because the purpose of God's law isto get us to examine ourselvesin the
light of Jesus Christ and His life within us rather than to get usto just obey a set of rules!

CHRIST'SFIRST ILLUSTRATION

Matthew 5:21-22, "You have heard that it was said to the peoplelong ago,
"Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’
But | tell you that anyone who isangry with his brother will be subject to
judgment. Again, anyonewho saysto hisbrother, "Raca,’ isanswerableto
the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, “You fool!" will be in danger of the
fire of hell."

The Pharisees taught that to avoid committing murder was to keep the sixth
commandment, "Thou shalt not kill." In other words, if one did not actually commit the act, do
the wrong deed itself, one could be perfectly content that he had kept this commandment,
however, Jesus comes along and says, "You have heard that it was said...but | tell you..."

TRUE CHRISTIAN MORALITY MUST ARISE FROM THE HEART AND,
BECAUSE OF THIS, NO ONE BUT GOD, WHO CONTROLS THE HEART,
CAN PROVIDE THISKIND OF MORALITY.

This sixth commandment had been known by Isragl ever since Moses received it at



Mount Sinai, but it had come to be defined as nothing more than an "external" act. The Pharisees
taught that if one commits the act of murder, [thisis, if one takes innocent life], he would be
punished at the hands of the civil magistrates.

However, thiswas not at al what God intended this commandment to teach. Jesus deals
with the cause of murder - anger, murder, and alack of respect for human beings!

Murder really begins when one loses respect for human personalities!
JUST EXACTLY WHAT DID JESUS SAY ABOUT THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT?

1. "Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause isin danger of the judgment”
[Matthew 5:22a King James Translation].

Thewords, "...isangry..." are aso transated as, "harbors malice; continues to be angry, or
nurses anger” in other tranglations of the Bible.

The words "with his brother” means exactly that, being angry with one's brother. We are to be
angry with "situations,” but never with "people.”

God expects usto be angry at evil, as Jesus was angry when He cleansed the temple. God
gives us the ahility to feel anger when Hiskingdom is, in any way, being attacked, however, we
are never to be angry at another "person.” In the natural, people do irritate us, but, with Christ's
life within us, we can actually become immune to this feeling of irritation.

One Hindu woman, who had accepted Christ, was greatly
persecuted by her husband. The missionary asked her, "What do
you do when your husband gets angry?" She replied, "I cook his
food better when he complainsand | sweep thefloor cleaner when
he speaks unkindly because| try to show himthat when | becamea
Christian | also became a better wife and mother."

God can enable us to overcome irritations which are the cause of usloving our tempers!

The word "judgment,” found in Matthew 5:22, referred to the local judgment court, the
magistrate. What Jesus was saying is that one would be brought into judgment, not only for the
act of murder, but also for being "angry with his brother."

The word "anger" means "to swell" and it comes from aword which refersto internal
swelling of plants, as when afruit swells and the juice flows out. The kind of anger, that is
referred to here, then, is, "something boiling inside until it is ready to explode.”

Physicians and psychiatrists agree that to live with anger is like living with a"growing
tumor” inside and, in time, can prove to be fatal!

ANGER ISA MOUNTING, GROWING, DISPOSITION.
ITISANATTITUDE OF "NURSING A GRUDGE."



Jesus istelling us not to harbor anger!

2. Secondly, Jesus said, "Whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the
council” - Matthew 5:22b

Theword "raca” ["harrika" in the Greek], is defined as "an effort to give the sound of a
person who is clearing histhroat in order to spit.”

When the Jew wanted to express his utter contempt for someone, he would use this word
and, because the usage of this word connotes the desire to "spit on someone,” its usage was the
meanest thing one could do, short of physically striking the person.

When the Jew used the word "harrka" it meant that he was looking down upon that
person with disdain, with an attitude of "snobbery."

Jesusistelling us, by this statement, that not only must we not feel anger toward anyone,
but we must also not even be guilty of any expression of contempt toward anyone becauseit is
this feeling of scorn and derision that leads one to commit the "act of murder.”

3. Thirdly, Jesus said, "Whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire"
- Matthew 5:22c

The word "fool" that Jesus uses here was aword that meant, "an immoral, loose living,
thoroughly disreputable person™ and, therefore, to call a person a"fool" was also an attempt to
destroy his good name and reputation.

To destroy aman's reputation, or to shake people's confidence in him by a"whispering
campaign” against him, isaway that one can destroy a man short of the "act of actual murder."

One can "murder” a person’s spirit just as surely as he can destroy "physical” life.

Note that, of the three "judgments” just discussed, the severest
judgment is upon the tale-bearing gossip who kills a person's
reputation. Jesus says, "They shall be in danger of hell fire."

Jesus is dealing with murder in the making! He is teaching that, before one actually
commits the "act of murder,” his heart isfilled with contempt, insults, and anger, therefore, if
one never alows these attitudes to live in his heart, he will never have the remotest chance of
hurting anyone.

JESUS CARRIESHISTEACHING EVEN FURTHER. HE HAS SAID THAT WE
ARE NOT TO HARBOR UNKIND THOUGHTS, OR NEGATIVE FEELINGS, WITHIN
OUR HEART, HOWEVER, HE GOES ON TO SAY THAT WE ARE NOT TO JUST
REPRESS THESE FEELINGS, BUT, RATHER, WE MUST TAKE STEPSTO REMOVE
THE CAUSE OF THESE FEELINGS!

Matthew 5:23-24, "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there




remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of
the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

In these verses [Matthew 5:23-24] Jesus is dealing with the danger of one trying to atone for
moral failure by balancing evil with good, by making certain "ceremonial” sacrificesin an attempt
to cover up the moral failure.

The Pharisees were experts at this! They went to the Temple regularly to avoid
experiencing any "twinge of conscience" and they would essentially be saying, by their behavior,
"I amworshipping God, here ismy gift. | am bringing it to the altar.”

One may say, "Well, | have confessed, apologized, and done everything that | possibly
can do, but the person will not accept any reconciliation!”

Thisis not the point! The point isthat one must rid his heart of any wrong feeling, as well
as do everything that he can to restore the broken relationship.

Thisis so important, so vital, that one must interrupt his praying to take care of it. One
cannot harbor ill feelings against someone and then perform great acts of worship to cover these
feelings up. Jesusistelling us that thereis no value in the act of worship if one harbor hatred in
his heart!

Matthew 5:25-26, " Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to
court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the
judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into
prison. | tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny."

WHAT POSSIBLE CONNECTION CAN THESE VERSES HAVE WITH WHAT
JESUSWAS SAYING ABOUT BEING RECONCILED TO ONE'SBROTHER?

Jesusis saying that the ridding of one's heart of all ill feelingsis so important, so urgent and
desperate, that oneisto do it at once, without any delay!

Oneisto think of his" anger,” not in terms of hisrelationship
with the one who has offended him, but, rather, in termsof his
own relationship with God.

Jesus was making an illustration by using what was a custom of that day when an
"adversary" [an opponent, accuser, or someone who was suing another] would take someone to
court and what Jesus was saying is that, if oneis being taken to court, he should settle the matter
out of court because, if one waits until it getsto the court, it just may be alot harder on him to
pay the debt.

Jesus was also teaching that, when it comes to our relationship with God, it isimportant
that we settle these matters "as soon as possible,” before God, Who is our real Judge, judges us,
because God has aright to demand the uttermost farthing, every penny of the debt that we owe,
however, we can come to an agreement with Him, and we should do it as quickly as possible.

Here oneis, walking life's road, when suddenly the Judge [God] asks, "What about this,



that you owe?" Oneisto agree with Him and settle the debt, or the law will make its demands!

The Judge continues to ask, "What about your relationship with your brother? What
about the thingsin your heart, have you given attention to these things?"

What Jesus seemsto be saying is, "One may not be here tomorrow, because tomorrow
one could bein eternity, so he should take care of these things, and settle his “accounts now,
while heis still alive.

"Agree with thine adversary quickly, while you arein the way."
"Adversary'? - Could God ever be an adversary?

God isthe Judge, His laws are absolute, and He is at controversy with anyone who breaks
Hislaws. We must, therefore, agree with Him and His laws and if we do, now in thislife, it will
go alot easier for usthan if we choose not to agree with Him and His laws and then | have to
answer for our disobedience, our "non-agreement,” at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

1 Corinthians 11:31 states, "If we would judge our sel ves, we should not be judged, but if the
Lord judges us, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world."

God's terms now are easy. One should face his shortcoming . . . he should acknowledge
them . . . confessthem . . . turn from any self-defense, and, if any reconciliation is necessary, he
should be reconciled at once.

One should be willing to humble himself, and even let the other person gloat if necessary,
so that he can rest in the knowledge that he has done al that he knows to do to remove any
barrier that would stand in the way of his making reconciliation with his brother.

WHAT DO WE OWE GOD?
WE OWE HIM EVERYTHING BECAUSE

HE SENT HISSON INTO THE WORLD
TO PAY THE PRICE OF SIN FOR US.

We now come to the second of the six illustrations that Jesus gives to us to answer the
guestion of how one's righteousness can "exceed that of the Pharisees,” the religious leaders of
His day.

Matthew 5:27-28, "You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.'
But | tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.

WHAT DID CHRIST MEAN BY THESE VERSES - Matthew 5:27-28?

We must not attempt to lessen, or reduce, the true meaning of Christ's teaching here, but,
at the same time, neither must we read our own meaning into His statement, thereby, making it
say what Christ never intended for it to say.



Christ's purpose in these versesisto show us God's intent of giving usthe "law," freeing
the commandments of God from the false interpretation of the Pharisees and restoring to them
the true meanings that God had originally intended them to have.

Christ shows usin these versesthat sinis not just an outward act of wrong doing, but,
rather, that it [sin] is about the heart. Sin is about the fact that there is something within man's
heart that makes him want to sin, makes him want to do the wrong act.

1 Samuel 16:7 states, " The Lord seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart."

Aswe expressed earlier, these six illustrations that Christ gives to us are an enlargement
of verse 20 where He tells us that our righteousness must "exceed that of the Scribes and
Pharisees."

In the first illustration, Christ tells us that murder is something that begins in the heart
because it begins with hatred, disdain, contempt, and the loss of respect for a person as a human
being.

Now, in this second illustration, Christ deals with,
"WHERE THE SIN OF ADULTERY REALLY BEGINS!"

The Pharisees had limited their "definition” of adultery to the mere outward act of
impurity and they taught that, as long as one abstained from the final act, he had met the
requirements of the law.

Jesus, however, deals with the nature of man, because it iswhat isin man's nature that
leads him to commit the overt deed of adultery. And, because thisis true, Jesus taught that God's
intent in the giving of the law was to go beyond man's behavior, and to reach inward to his very
nature, prohibiting impure thoughts and desires as well asimpure deeds.

As has been stated a number of times now, the Pharisees taught that, as long as one's
external conduct was "law abiding," one was "OK" before God, however, God had taught, even
in the Old Testament, "As a man thinketh in his heart, so ishe,” and. "If | regard iniquity in my
heart, the Lord will not hear me."

Jesus, in this second illustration, is giving an expression of the seventh commandment
and is showing that the height, and depth, and breadth of God's intention, when He gave us His
commandments, was not only to forbid unclean acts, but was also to forbid even the desire for
them!

"Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her"
The phase that Jesus uses here refers to "looking with continual longing with the mind
made up to commit the act of adultery,” and, since this kind of "looking with continual longing"

necessitates the full consent of the will, Jesusis not speaking here of some involuntary glance.

It isimportant to remember that temptation is NOT sin! God has given mana"WILL" to



protect his heart and the will can reject or accept temptation.

Temptation becomes sin when we, prompted by a depraved nature, allow evil desiresto
develop.

The first step to committing sin isto allow lust to stir within one's heart. Jesus says that
impure, wanton, imaginations, though they may never culminate in the act of adultery, are till
sin.

Jesus isteaching that if one allows the desire to remain in his heart, and the only thing
that islacking is an opportunity for the crime, then heis still guilty of breaking God's law.

THE FIRST STEP TO COMMITTING THE SIN OF ADULTERY ISTO ALLOW
LUST TO STIRWITHIN THE HEART AND THIS" STIRRING" ISENCOURAGED BY
FEEDING THE EYE WITH FORBIDDEN FRUIT!

When the heart becomes so set on forbidden fruit, the soul is brought into such complete
bondage, that no human power can break it. As 2 Peter 2:14 states, "Having eyes full of adultery
they cannot cease fromsin."

" looks on a woman"

Matthew 6:23, "If thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness."
Genesis 39:7, . . . and Potiphar's wife cast her_eyes upon Joseph, and she said, "Lie with me'."

Genesis 3:6, "When the woman [Eve] saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of
the fruit thereof, and did eat."

Judges 16:1, "Samson saw there an harlot, and went in unto her."

2 Samuel 11:2, "And David...saw a woman washing herself, and the woman was very
beautiful to look upon.”

Job 31:1, "*1 made a covenant with mine eyes,. why than should I think upon a maid?"

These verses show the importance of guarding one's eyes, which are the "windows of the
soul." One must protect his"eyes' from anything immodest or indecent, if oneisto guard his
heart.

Sinisnot merely a matter of an act, or adeed, but, rather, it is a matter of something
within the heart and leads to the action. In other words, the act of sin is merely a symptom of an
inner disease!

Jesus is dealing here with, not that which one does that is wrong, but, rather, that which
makes one do it.

Thequestionis, "What isit that urges oneto sin?" The answer to that question iswherethe
problem lies, and it is where the problem lies that must be taken care of. And, since the problem of
sinliesin man's heart, it is the heart that must be taken of!

When it cameto the sin of adultery, the Pharisees were deluded into feeling quite



content with the knowledge that they had not committed the "act" of adultery, however, Jesus, in
His teaching here in the Sermon on the Mount, deals with what makes one want to commit
adultery whether one has actually committed the "act" or not.

Matthew 5:29-30, "If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it
away. Itisbetter for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to
bethrowninto hell. And if your right hand causesyouto sin, cut it off and throw it
away. Itisbetter for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to
gointo hell."

It has been said that, "It is always common sense to interpret the Bible in a literal sense,
unlessinterpreting it literally makes nonsense.” And, if there was ever atimein
Scripture where a"literal sense” interpretation makes "nonsense,” it is here in Matthew 5:29-30.

Believeit or not, there have been those at certain timesin church history who have literally
cut off their hands, thinking that they were carrying out thisinjunction in the Sermon on the Mount!

It isin Scripture, so what does it mean?

Since Christ's whole argument isthat sin is deeper than the outside, BECAUSE SIN IS
OF THE HEART, what good would it do, then, to "cut off" the hand?

Jesus said that one should pluck out his"right" eye and cut off his"right" hand, if they
"cause you to sin," so, if everyone who sinned decided to pluck out hisright eye and cut off his
right hand, all we would have, in the end would be "left-eyed, left-handed sinners!”

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE MEAN?

In this passage, Christ is emphasizing the horribleness of sin and the importance of
dealing with the very source of sin. .. [whichisthe heart] .. . and getting rid of it there.

To understand what Christ was saying in this passage, it is also important that we have
some understanding of the colloquialisms of the east in the day that Jesus used them. In other
words, it isimportant that we "learn the lingo" that they used.

For instance, to use the phrase:
"Cut your eye from my boy" meant, "Do not envy my boy."

"Don't cut your eye from my family while | am away" meant,
"Look after my family's best interests."”

"Cut off your hand from my vineyard" meant,
"Do not gather fruit from my vineyard."

And, "Cut your hand" meant, "Do not steal."

These remarks, which sound so harsh to us, did not puzzle the Galilean [who spoke
Aramaic] nor did they need to be explained to them because these remarks, or terms, were of
current usage and are still currently used in oriental speech in some places today.



The "eye" is considered to be the most precious member of the body and the "hand" is
considered to be the most useful member.

The word "offend" [in the King James Translation] which Jesus uses here, does not mean
simply "to displease,” but, rather, it means "to hinder" and the "hindering" refers to anything that
causes oneto sin, or "hinders' one from keeping God's law.

Jesusis essentially saying, then, "If the most precious thing you have causes you to sin,
get rid of it, no matter how valuable it may be to you and, if it causes you to stumble, throw it
away."

CHRIST ISDEALINGWITH SIN, NOT ONLY ASSOMETHING THAT ONE"DOES"
BUT, ALSO, ASSOMETHING THAT ISOF THE HEART, SOMETHING THAT ISA FORCE
WITHIN, A POWER THAT ISRESIDENT IN ONE'SHEART.

1. Jesusisdealing with the nature of sin and its consequences
The chief cause for the lack of holinessissin!

Jesus is saying that, though a man may not "do" anything wrong, he can still be sinful within
because sin is something "within" man, within all men. Sinis not only the act of murder or
adultery, but it is also the desire to do these acts.

2. Jesusisdealing with theimportance of the soul and its eternal destiny

Twice Jesus said, "For it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not
that thy whole body be cast into hell."

Jesusis saying, that one's soul, and its eternal destiny, is so important that, if the thing that is
dearest and most cherished by oneis the cause of sinning, then one should "pluck it out and
get rid of it."

Theeye, of course, is, inand of itself, very good, right and profitable, however, if it isthe means
of trapping one into sin, then one is to, in essence, throw it away, or, in the language of our
culture, not use the eye for that purpose!

In isimportant that we understand something about the colloquialisms to Jesus day!

For instance, take Luke 14:26, where Jesus states, "If any man come to me, and hate not his
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciples.”

The word "hate" in this verse does not mean to "dislike," or "to abhor," or "to despise.” Itisa
word that means "by comparison or, "in preference of."

It is the misuse of some things, putting them in wrong priority in one's life, that makes them
wrong and, what Jesus is stressing in the Sermon on the Mount is the importance of one's soul
and its eternal destiny. Jesusistelling usthat everything in life must be subservient to the
importance of the eternal destiny of one's soul which is why nothing must be allowed to come
between one and the eternal destiny of one's soul, because,



THE MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT ONEHASTODO IN
THISWORLD ISTO PREPARE HIMSELF FOR ETERNITY!
Therefore,, rather than have all that is precious and dear to one now, in thislife, and lose
everything in the next life, it would be better to go through this life maimed.

3. Jesusissaying that one must hate sin and one must do all that he can do
todestroy sin, at all cost, within his self!

One must train himself to hate sin. One must study sin to understand its workings. One must
read the Biblical description of sin and analyze it in order to learn to hate sin as God hates sin.

4. Jesusisteaching usthat a clean and pure heart isonethat isfreefrom all lusts

Keep in mind that, verses 29-30 [of Matthew 5] is a continuation, and in the context, of verses
27-28. Jesus is teaching us that we are not only to be free from certain wrong "actions," but
we must also have a pure heart within.

As stated earlier, the Pharisees idea of godly living was that one adhere to alist of do'sand
don'ts, however Jesus is making it clear in the Sermon on the Mount, that godly living is about
one having a pure heart.

Jesus states in Matthew 12:33, "Make the tree good, and the fruit will be good,” and, in
Matthew 23:26, "First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be
clean."

5. Jesusissaying that oneisto crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts

Here, in Matthew 5:29-30, Jesus is teaching us the importance of the mortification of sinin
oneslife.

Romans 8:13, "Put to death all the base pursuits of the body."

1 Corinthians 9:27, "I keep under my body [make it behave] and bring it into subjection.”
Romans 13:14, "Put a stop to gratifying the evil desiresthat lurk in your lower nature."

Colossians 3.5, "Put to death your lower, earthly, nature.”

The above verses refer, not to the mortification of the "physical” members of one's body, but,
rather, to the obtainment of victory over the strong passions of one soul,

and,
to obtain thiskind of victory is no easy matter becauseit is, in fact, a painful discipline.
"Putting to death one's lower, earthly nature" means sacrificing those things that one delights
in and holds most dear and it is as painful as"plucking out an eye." Nevertheless, one must
choose between this kind of mortification or missing out on God's best purpose for him.

Jesus tells us to make no provision for the flesh, to not feed it!

Sinislikeaninner fire and one should not give it any fuel [food] because, if one does, it hasthe
same effect as throwing gas on afire.



EVEN THE MOST VALUED THING MUST BE SACRIFICED IF IT, IN ANY WAY,
JEOPARDIZES THE ETERNAL DESTINY OF ONE'S SOUL!

Onewould consent to the amputation of one of hislimbs, no matter how painful the operation, or
how heavy the loss of that limb, would be, if this amputation was imperativein order for hislife
to be preserved! Should, then, onerefuse painful mortification whichisessential inorder for one's
soul to be saved?

There are some things which God will not do for us, but which we must do for ourselves, and,
what each and every Christ must do isto decide to surrender hiswill to God's will!

6. Jesus teaches usthat we must realize the price that was paid to deliver
usfrom sin

Christ's purpose for coming into the world, and for enduring the shame and suffering of the
cross, was to deliver [redeem] us from all iniquity, from this present evil world, and to
separate us unto Himself a precious [valuable] people.

7. Jesustellsusthat there are some sinswhich we will never be able to overcome by
rational reasoning and that we must be frightened by the consequences of these sins.

Simply knowing the "fear [terror] of the Lord" makesit easier to fight [argue] against those
sins which may seem too hard for one to deny himself of, or those sins that may seem too
difficult to crucify the flesh to.

If one says, "I cannot die to this particular sin," and chooses not to mortify the deeds of the
flesh, but, rather, chooses to gratify his passions now, he would do well to consider how much
harder it will be for him when he has to answer for this sin at the judgment seat of Christ!

"For it isprofitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that they whole
body should be cast into hell."

Matthew 5:31-32, "It hasbeen said, " Anyone who divor ces hiswife must give her a
certificate of divorce. But | tell you that anyone who divor ces hiswife, except for
marital unfaithfulness, causes her to commit adultery, and anyone who marriesa
woman so divorced commits adultery.”

We now come to a subject which many ministers shy away from because it is fraught with
difficulties, however, thissubject isin God's Word, and, aswe work our way through the Sermon on
the Mount, we come face to face with this subject of divorce.

THERE ISREAL VALUE IN A SYSTEMATIC STUDY OF GOD'S WORD because it
is so easy to slide over certain sections of Scripture, and to not deal with them, in an endeavor to
avoid controversial issues.

Anyone who has ever read up on the subject of divorce realizes how various the Scriptural
interpretations of this subject can be. However, the myriad difficulties that surround the subject of
divorce are mostly the result of man having manipulated statements of Scripture to suit his own
theory.



LET'SFACE THE SUBJECT OF DIVORCE HONESTLY
It is important that we remember the background, or context, of Matthew 5:31-32 and we
must not seclude it from verses 17 through 30, as it belongs to this same section.

This Scriptural passageisoneof thesixillustrationsthat Christ usesto show therelationship
between His kingdom and the teachings of the law.

Christisusing this Scriptural passage to show the vast superiority of Hisrighteousness over
the so-called righteousness of the Pharisees.

Christ's purpose, then, by using thisillustration is to correct, and
expose, the perversion of God's law as it was being taught by the
Pharisees - by comparing this perversion with His superior
teaching of God's law.

WHAT DID THE LAW OF MOSESREALLY TEACH?

God's law on divorce is stated in Deuteronomy 24:1-4, and it states, "If a man marries a
woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds some- thing indecent about her, and he
writes her a certificate of divorce, givesit to her and sends her from his house, and if after she
leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, and her second husband dislikes her and
writesher a certificate of divorce, givesit to her and sends her fromhishouse, or if hedies, then her
first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled. That
would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD. Do not bring sin upon the land the LORD your God is
giving you as an inheritance.

This passage is a summary of all the Old Testament law on the subject of divorcement.

The word "adultery" does not even appear in this passage for the ssmple reason that,
under the law, the punishment for adultery was death [Deuteronomy 22:22]! THIS BEING
TRUE, ONE MIGHT THEN ASK, "IF DEUTERONOMY 24 ISNOT SPEAKING OF
ADULTERY, WHAT, THEN, WAS THE PURPOSE FOR THISLEGIS_LATION WITH REGARD
TO DIVORCE?"

The world, including Israel, had a very low view of women and it had come to believe
that a man could divorce hiswife for any kind of frivolous reason! If a man wanted to get rid of
hiswife, he could bring up any "trumped-up” charge against her and simply turn her out into the
Street.

Y ou would never believe meif | told you in my own words. . . [you would think, surely,
| was making it al up] . . . therefore, | am going to quote from the Talmud, Josephus, and other
historians, records, which state that the prevalent belief was that a man could divorce hiswife for
reasons such as: « "going about the house with loose hair ¢ spinning in the street « familiarity
talking with other men « ill treating her husband's parents * brawling ¢ speaking to her husband
so loudly that the neighbors could hear ¢ burning the biscuits ¢ not seasoning the food just right ¢
poor housekeeping « bad manners ¢ spoiling a dish in cooking."



The purpose of thislegislation in Deuteronomy 24 was to introduce some regulation and
control, to bring some order, into a situation that had not only become chaotic, but was also
grossly unfair to women and inflicted untold suffering upon them!

1. GOD'SLAW PERMITTED DIVORCE ONLY FOR CERTAIN REASONS

While God's law permitted divorce when there was some natural, moral, or physical defect
discovered in awife, however, it prohibited all the flimsy excuses they had been using to gain
adivorce.

Also, before adivorce could be obtained, it had to be established that there was some very
special "cause" - described under the title of "uncleanness' - before the divorce could be
obtained and this "uncleanness' must be proved in the sight of, at least, two witnesses.

The word "uncleanness’ is also translated "defiled, or disqualified"

The purpose of thislaw wasto dismiss al the frivolous, superficial, and unjust reasons that
husbands had been using to obtain adivorce.

2.GOD'SLAW ALSO REQUIRED THAT ANY MAN DIVORCING HISWIFE GIVE
HERA "BILL OF DIVORCEMENT".

No longer could aman just decide that he didn't "like hiswife" anymore and then turn her out
of his house to the mercy of the streets.

In order to protect the woman being divorced, God's law stated that, "a Bill of
Divorcement be given her." Thiswas a printed statement that she had been dismissed because of
certain, verified, reasons. This "Bill of Divorcement” must be handed her in the presence of two
witnesses.

The act of Divorce was avery formal and serious occasion and God intended it so,
because He wanted to impress on His people that divorce was a solemn step that it was not to be
undertaken lightly in amoment of passion, or for just any old reason.

3.GOD'SLAW STATED THAT THE DIVORCED WOMAN WASENTITLED TO
MARRY SOMEONE EL SE

These statements above were the teachings of God's law, BUT, NOW, what were the
teachings of the Pharisees?

Remember that Jesus' purpose, in His teachings in the Sermon on the Mount, was to
refute the Pharisees corrupted, perverted, interpretations of God's law.

The Pharisees taught that Moses urged, even
"commanded,” a man to divorce hiswife for any cause

Deuteronomy 24 says nothing of the kind! God never commanded anybody to obtain a
divorce, He only said that, if one does obtain a divorce, it could only be under certain conditions.



The Pharisees were teaching the very thing that God sought to prohibit, which was that a
man could "put his wife away for just any kind of inadequate reason - ssmply because she was
unsatisfactory to him.

The Pharisees did not care about the reasons, the only thing that they cared about was
that a divorce be made "legal," by giving the woman, who was being divorced, a"Bill of
Divorcement."

The Pharisees didn't care about the reason for adivorce. . . that isn't what interested
them. What did interest them was the way in which the divorce was carried out . . . thisis what
was important to them.

According to history, the Pharisees insisted that the "Bill of Divorcement™” be writtenin
twelve lines, no more, and no less. Thisis agood example of the folly of "straining at a gnat and
swallowing a camel."

Jesus said, 'These Pharisees teach, "Whosoever shall put away hiswife, let him give her a
writing of divorcement.™

It istrue that a"Bill of Divorcement” was a part of Moses' law, but it was not the main
part. The Pharisees, however, did make the "Bill of Divorcement” the main part in the divorce
issue and, in the process of doing so, they failed to see the real meaning of marriage.

The Pharisees had perverted the teaching on divorce and had added their own traditions,
until God's real purpose for giving this law on divorcement was nullified.

Denial of remarriage after divorce was unknown to the Jewish mind!

WHAT WERE THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS?

Jesus said in Matthew 5:32, "But | tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for
marital unfaithfulness, causes her to commit adultery, and anyone who marries a woman so
divorced commits adultery."

In an endeavor to interpret the meaning of what Christ is saying in Matthew 5:32, it is
helpful to read what He said in Matthew 19:3-9.

"Some Pharisees came to Him [that is, to Jesus] to test Him. They asked, “Isit lawful for a
man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?' "Haven't you read,’ He replied, "that at the
beginning the Creator made them male and female,’ and said, "For thisreason a manwill leave his
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh' ? So they are no
longer two, but one. Ther eforewhat God hasjoined together, let man not separate.’ “Why then,' they
asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?"
Jesusreplied, "Moses per mitted you to divorce your wives because your heartswerehard. But it was
not this way from the beginning. | tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital
unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.™

Jesus emphasizes the sanctity of marriage. He goes back, before the law of Moses was
ever given, to the very beginning of creation and tells us that when two people are married "they



become one flesh."

One reason that God hated divorce is because marriage was
intended to be atype of the union which exists between Christ and
the Church [Ephesians 5:32] and divorce spoils this God-given
illustration to the world.

God's original intention for marriage was that it was to be a beautiful union of two people
that was blessed of God, "What God hath joined together, let not man pout asunder.”

Sincethisis so, how can we explain the law that God gave M oses which allowed divorce
to take place? Jesus answer to this question was, "Because of the hardness of your hearts."

Divorce was allowed legislation under the law because of the conditions that prevailed at
that time. It was never God's perfect will that divorce take place, nevertheless, He did suffer it to
happen to prevent a greater evil. God, in His original plan for marriage, did not approve of
divorce, and certainly not for every trifling cause. God did allow this divorce law, in order to
prevent an even greater misery, but it was a deviation from His perfect will.

Jesus taught that the only legitimate cause for divorce was fornication! The word
"fornication" isaword that isinclusive for all "moral uncleanness."

We are living at atime when our cultureis making it easier, and easier, to obtain a
divorce, and this was never Christ's intent.

Jesus taught the law of love and forgiveness - [See 1 Corinthians 7:13-16].

My prayer is that God will give us a balanced view of the
subject of divorce, abalanced view that is not too lenient, nor too
rigid, and one that is understanding, forgiving and loving.

Those who have been divorced are NOT second class
Christians! Itis Satan who would have divorced Christiansbelieve
that they have forfeited being able to render effective service for
God because they are divorced.

Divorceis never right and divorced people are the first onesto
acknowledged that! What divorced Christians must do isreject the
past - put it behind them - and begin all over again! God can, and
will, use divorced Christiansif they will let Him.

Matthew 5:33-37, "Again, you have heard that it was said to the peoplelong ago,
"Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have madeto the Lord.' But | tell
you, Do not swear at all; either by heaven, for it is God's house; or by the earth,
for it isHisfootstool; or by Jerusalem, for it isthe city of the Great King. And do
not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Smply




let your “Yes by "Yes," and your "No," "No'; anything beyond this comes fromthe
evil one.”

Christ now gives the fourth illustration of how one's righteousness should 'exceed the
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees.”

First, Jesustells us that He came, not to destroy the law, but to fulfill it, and then He
proceeds to demonstrate, by giving us specific "illustrations,” how He will fulfill the law in and
through our lives!

By way of illustrations, Christ deals, first, with the subject of murder, then with adultery,
after which He teaches on divorce, and now, He deals with the subject of fore- swearing, or

perjury.

This passage - Matthew 5:33-37 - isa good example of how Christ was contradicting -
not the law given by Moses - but, rather, the Pharisees perversion of that law because the
statement, "Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord,” isSNOT
found anywhere in the Old Testament and, yet, the Pharisees taught asiif it wasin the Old
Testament.

Remember, Jesus purpose, in teachings in the Sermon on the
Mount, was to correct the Pharisees false interpretations of God's
law and to explain what God'sreal intent of the law waswhen He
gaveit.

What had happened was this: The Pharisees had taken the following verses of the Old
Testament and had extracted their own perversion of the law, stating "Do not break your oath,
but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord."

Exodus 20:7, " You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not
hold anyone guiltless who misuses His hame."

Leviticus 19:12, "Do not swear falsely by My name and so profane the name of your God. |
amthe Lord."

Deuteronomy 6:13, "Fear the Lord your God, serve Him only and take your oaths in His
name."

JUST WHAT DID GOD'SLAW SAY ABOUT OATH-TAKING?

The intent of the law on oath-taking was to place a bridle on, what has aways been a
problem for man, his proneness to lying. The law restricted oath-taking to serious, important
matters in order to inhibit man's tendency to take oaths on just any trivial matter. The law also
reminded man of the serious of the whole matter of taking an oath.

To seefor yourself what a serious matter oath-taking is with God,
take a Bible concordance and ook up the words: "oath," "swear,"
and, "vow."

God gave this law because He wanted to stress that everything that man does is under His



eye. .. everything isimportant . . . and man must realize that God is aways looking on."

WHAT DID THE PHARISEESTEACH ABOUT OATH-TAKING?

Again, since the Pharisees were more concerned about the "letter” of the law than they
were about the "spirit" of the law, they confined the whole purpose of this law to the question of
committing perjury. The Pharisees taught that there was no evil in taking any oath, just aslong as
aman did not foreswear [perjure] himself.

The Pharisees did not care about the person’'s multiple oaths on trivial matters. They had
so twisted God's original law, that they felt that, aslong as one did not perjure himself, it was all
right for him to swear "lightly" over small, trivial, matters. These Pharisees had invented the idea
of "swearing by some creature,” instead of by Almighty God, so that one would not be guilty of
"perjury” when he swore by an oath and, yet, was not really telling the truth. [ Their thinking was
similar to what some think today, that, if one crosses his fingers, he can lie and it doesn't really
count asaliel]

In other words, the Pharisees taught that some oaths were binding and others were not.
They felt that if one forswore by heaven, or by Jerusalem, or by anything other than the name
of Almighty God, then he could forswear at any time, in any place, and for any reason, and he
would not be guilty of breaking God's law.

The Pharisees taught that if one forswore himself by the name of
God, and hewaslying, hewas guilty of sin, however, if hedid not
forswear by the name of god, and he waslying, he was not guilt of
sin!

To further complicate this perversion of God's original intent of the law, the Pharisees
drew a distinction between various oaths. For instance, they stated that if one swore by the
Temple, his oath was not binding, however, if he swore by the gold of the Temple, then his oath
would be binding. If one swore by the altar, his oath would not be binding, however, if he swore
by the gift upon the altar, then his oath would be binding.

Note what Jesus said concerning thisin Matthew 23:16-22: "Woe to you, blind guides!
You say, 'If anyone swear s by the Temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of
the temple, he is bound by his oath.' You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the Temple
that makes the gold sacred? You also say, 'If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but if
anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.' You blind men! Which is greater: the
gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? Therefore, he who swears by the altar swears by it
and by everything on it. And he who swears by the Temple swears by it and by the One who
dwellsinit. And he who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by the One who sits on
it."

Because the Pharisees felt that some oaths were not binding, they taught that these oaths
could be used commonly and lightly in everyday conversion.

WHAT DID JESUSTEACH ABOUT OATH-TAKING?
When Jesus said, "Swear not at all," He was not putting an absolute ban on oath-taking




under any circumstance - | feel | am safe in saying this for the following reasons:
1. If Jesus had been forbidding all oath-taking, under any and every circumstance, He would

never had gone on to explain what things were prohibitive to swear by, if, in fact, one was
never to swear [Matthew 5:35-36].

2. Inthe Old Testament, God laid down rules as to how and when oaths should be taken. If it
was God's will for men to never take an oath, then why do we have Bible accounts of men like
Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, and David taking oaths? These holy men took oaths, before
Almighty God, in amost solemn and serious manner.

3. Jesus, Himself, in Matthew 26:63-64, makes an oath. The high priest said to Jesus, "I put
you on oath by the living God that you tell us whether you are the Messiah . . . the Son of
God," and, in verse 64 Jesus gave His oath!

4. We find that in Romans 9:1, 2 Corinthians 1:23, Hebrews 6:16, Galatians 1:20, and in
Philippians 1.8 Paul gives an oath that he istelling the truth!

5. God's heavenly angel gives an oath, in Revelation 10:6, asto the validity of hiswords, the
words that John receives.

Oaths were right and proper because even God made oaths, however, these oaths were
restricted to certain solemn, vital occasions and they were never to be taken lightly, rashly, or
without ajust, sufficient reason, or cause.

What Christ did forbid in the Sermon on the Mount was for someone to swear by
some "creature,” or by heaven, or earth, by Jerusalem, thinking that by swearing by these
creatures., instead of using the name of Almighty God, he could escape breaking God's law.

The Pharisees reasoned that if one lied, as long as he did not swear by
God's name, his oath was not binding and, therefore his lie was not asin.

Since God isthe Head of all the 'things' that the Pharisees said one could swear by,
without his oath being binding because he had not sworn by "the Name of God," Christ is
showing that these distinctions that the Pharisees had made were utterly ridiculous!

Jesus said, "Simply let your “Yes by “Yes, and your "No', 'No,™ because He was telling us
that oaths should not be given, for exaggerated avowals, during the course of some argument. In
other words, Christ isforbidding all oathsin ordinary conversions and telling us that we should
not forswear ourselves, but, rather, that we should ssimply speak the truth and let it go at that!

When Jesus said, "Do not swear at all . .. Smply let your “Yes be "Yes,' and your "No' be
"No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one," Heis not speaking of the taking of an oath
for justified reasons, otherwise God would never have said in the Old Testament, "Thou shalt fear
the Lord, thy God, Him shalt thou serve and to Him shalt thou cleave and swear by His hame
[Deuteronomy 6:13].




The word "swear"sweswear," that Jesus uses here, is in the passive conjugation and what
Jesusis saying "connotatively," by itsusage, is. "Swear not at all, unless you are called upon to
do so or unless you have a moral obligation to do so."

An "oath" was an appeal to God, Who knows the hearts of men
and bears witness to the truthfulness [or the non-truthfulness| of
one's testimony, the sincerity [or the lack of sincerity] of one's
promise, and Who will punish frauds and falsehoods.

When Jesus said, "Swears not at all," one must also understand this statement within the
framework in which it was stated and realize that He meant that there be some limitations placed
on Hiswords.

FOR EXAMPLE: When the Apostle Paul said, "1 am made all thingsto all men, that |
might by all means save some," he meant that there be limitations placed on these words because
he certainly could never mean that he would become a blasphemer to a blasphemer.

In summary, what Jesus meant when He said, "Do not swear at all . . . Smply let your
“Yes' be “Yes,' and your "No,' "No'; anything beyond this comes fromthe evil one," isthat one
should never swear needlessly, or swear by some "creature,” in an attempt to keep from swearing
before God, but, if we live the truth, then when we say, "Yes," or "No," that will be all that is
necessary for those who know us to have credibility in our words.

Jesusistelling usto simply live alife that is so honest, trustworthy, and dependable that
people will know that when we say something we mean exactly what we say and, therefore, there
will never be aneed for usto have to "swear" that any statement that we make is true!

Matthew 5:38-42, "You have heard that it was said, "Eye for eye, and tooth for
tooth.' But | tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the
right cheek, turn to himthe other also. And if someone wants to sue you and take
your tunic, let him have your cloak aswell. If someone forces you to go one mile,
go with himtwo miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from
the one who wants to borrow from you."

This portion of Scripture isone of the most misunderstood passages in the entire Bible
and it has caused much confusion in the church world.

* Just how far arethese injunctions of Matthew 5:38-42 to be carried out?
* What, if any, are the limitations to these injunctions?
» Areweto just passively endure all wrongs?

The statement that Jesus makes, "an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth," quotes the
teaching of the Pharisees and is found three times in the Pentateuch . . . [Exodus 21:24; Leviticus
24:20; and Deuteronomy 19:21].

It isimportant to note that Exodus 21 begins with the words, 'Now these are the
judgments” [that isthejudicial law] and these "judgments’ referred to the legislation given to the



judges of Israel, who were to see to it that the judgment of "an eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth™ would be carried out, not that private individuals would carry out this injunction.

The very reason that God gave this law was because of man's
natural tendency to takethelaw into hisown hands. God'slaw was
that execution was not left to individuals, each man avenging his
own wrongs, but, rather, execution was placed in the hands of the
administrator of the law.

One has a natural instinct to strike back, to "have his vengeance," when someone injures
him, and, it is because of man's tendency for retaliation that God gave this law.

Thisisfurther borne out in Deuteronomy 19:18 where it is stated, "The judges must make
a thorough investigation.”

God also gave this law to protect the weak against the strong because it was awarning to
all wrong doers that they would be punished for their wrong treatment of others.

Thislaw also prevented judges from inflicting too severe a punishment upon the guilty. If
aman knocked out another man's eye, he could not be put to death for that, but, rather, it was "an
eye for an eye," which meant, simply, that his punishment must fit his crime.

So, then, thislaw was meant to avoid excess punishment, to keep the punishment in line with the
crime, to hold the punishment within certain boundaries.

Remember, that Jesus was not arguing against God's law, but, rather, He was showing
how one's righteousness is to "exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and the Pharisees.” Christ
was exposing the Pharisees' error of thislaw!

The Pharisees had entirely ignored the fact that this law was for the judges to carry out
because, instead of confining it to the judges of the court, they gave permission for individualsto
take the law into their own hands and to avenge their own wrongs. Thus, the Pharisees perverted
this law by making it a matter of "personal™ application. They taught that: If your neighbor
smites you, hit him back . . . if he pokes you in the eye, poke him right back . . . and, if heinjures
your ear, you have aright to injure hisear! They, not only taught that one had theright to
retaliate, they insisted upon retaliation, therefore, turning a negative injunction into a positive
one.

But Jesus said, "I say unto you,” and it wasin the light of the above mentioned teaching
of the Pharisees, that He gave these words of Matthew 5:39-42. In these verses, Jesus was
speaking out against one taking "private" vengeance, He was not exhorting one to respond with
absolute passivity to injury by unreasonable men .

SCRIPTURE NEVER CONTRADICTSITSELF, God never allows people to take the
law into their hands, but, on the other hand, He does teach that soldiers have the right to go to
war . . . policemen have the right to prevent crimes. . .and courts have the right to punish
criminals.

JUST WHAT DID JESUS SAY?




In verse 39, Jesus said, "Do not resist an evil person,” and then He proceeds to give four
illustrations of this Biblical, God-given, principle:

1. In verse 39 - Jesus deals with personal, bodily, injuries [words or deeds].

2. In verse 40 - Jesus deals with personal possessions.

3. Inverse 41 - Jesus deals with personal injustice.

4. In verse 42 - Jesus deals with the needs of others when one is personally involved.

1. PERSONAL, BODILY, INJURIES - "Turning the other cheek"

To strike someone on the "right cheek," one would have to give him the back of his
hand and, to so strike someone, was considered to be a "blow of contempt.” It was used to
provoke one to anger or to challenge one for combat, but Jesus teaches that, in response to this
"blow," oneisnot to retaliate.

Note what Jesus teaches in Matthew 18:15-17, "If your brother sins against you, go and
show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother
over. But if hewill not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses." If he refusesto listen to them, tell it to the
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax
collector.

Jesus does NOT teach that oneisto just "turn the other cheek" under these
circumstances, but, rather, oneisto very definitely resist evil and to challenge wrongs done, one
isto examine the offense and punish the wrongdoer.

In John 18:22, when one of the officers struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, Jesus did
not "turn the other cheek," but, rather, He protested the action of the officer. Jesus was not
passive, but resisted, exposed, and rebuked the wrong done.

In John 2:13-17, when Jesus drove the money changers out of the Temple, He certainly
was not "turning the other cheek."

When the magistrates found out that Paul and Silas were Romans [after they had been
thrown into prison, beaten openly and publicly condemned] they sought to set them free secretly,
but Paul said to them, "They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast
usinto prison; and now do they thrust us our privily? Nay, verily; but let them come themselves
and fetch us out” [Acts 16:37]. Paul did not just "turn the other cheek!"

WHEN JESUS SAID, "TURN THE OTHER CHEEK," HE CERTAINLY
DID NOT MEAN THAT WE ARE TO MEEKLY SUBMIT TO EVERY
ABUSE, OR OFFENSE, WITHOUT OFFERING ANY KIND OF RESISTANCE!

When Jesus was smitten before the High Priest, while He did not smite back, He did
resist against it by registering a protest that the offender be convicted.

Jesus was not insisting upon His own "personal” rights, but He rebuked them for breaking



the law. His protest, then, was made in order to up-hold the law. In other words, He did not say,
'Me," and then proceed to lose His temper, but, rather, what He was essentialy saying was, "By
striking Me, you are breaking the law."

Paul, in Acts 16:37 did exactly the same thing because what he protested about was the
fact that he had been thrown into prison _illegally.

THE PRINCIPLE THAT CHRIST WAS TEACHING IS: THAT ONE IS NOT TO BE
DISTURBED ABOUT ANY "PERSONAL" INSULTS, BUT, WHEN IT IS A MATTER OF
"'JUSTICE," ASOPPOSED TO "PERSONAL DEFENSE," THEN ONE | STO BE CONCERNED,
"DISTURBED," AND |STO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

In one's "not resisting when injuries are inflicted upon him," he must not be guilty of
abating evil.

Christ's purpose in this teaching was to teach one to repress resentment, to abstain from
violence, and to rid oneself from the spirit of retaliation and vengeance, one's instinct to "hit
back."

When the injury received isapersonal, private one, oneisto endureit in aspirit of
meekness.

However, on the other hand, if a drunken knocks me down and then drives off, it ismy
duty to take down hislicense plate number, report him, and then be awitness against himin
court. If 1 see some child in danger from some fiend, | am not to stand by and see the child
beaten or injured!

God, Himsdlf, instructed Abraham to arm his servants and "smite" those who had taken
his nephew a prisoner!

EVERY TRUTH HAS A 'BALANCING" TRUTH
AND WE MUST HEED BOTH TRUTHSIN
ORDER TO WARD OFF EXTREMES!

When Jesus tells us that one should not retaliate, He is saying that one should not retaliate
in the same "wicked" spirit in which the harm was inflicted upon him, but, rather, oneisto suffer
personal wrongs patiently and one is not to seek revenge or to return the harm done to him. Jesus
was condemning the common practice of fighting and quarrelling and He is telling us that, even
if someone tries to provoke usto fight, we are not to strike back!

Matthew 5:39
"If someone strikes you on the right cheek,
turn to him the other also.”

Christ deals with the spirit of self-defense, revenge, and retaliation. He is unveiling and
exposin g the horrible thing which controls us - which is SEL F!

Matthew 5:40
And if someone wants to sue you and take



your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.

Christ deals with the problem that one faces when attacks are made upon his
"possessions’ . . . when something is taken away from "self.”

Evil men preying upon our goods is a problem that we all face! Jesusis not, in verse 40,
condemning the legitimate use of courts because the "law of the land" is God's way of preserving
order in the community. The courts, therefore, are powers ordained of God [Romans 13:1].

In this verse, Christ is speaking merely of the loss of a garment and one's using the courts
for mere trifles. Christ is saying that the "ruling” of one's spirit is far more important than the
clothes that he wears, is far more important than private revenge.

Certainly one can prosecute if he does so out of love for public justice, but one's main
concern should not be temporal goods, but, rather, eternal values.

Christ is dealing, here, with man's tendency to insist upon his "legal rights' to personal
[pOSsessions.

Matthew 5:41, "If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the
one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you."

Christ is speaking, here, of the unjust demands made upon us by the community. Within
certain limits, the Roman troops had the power to requisition able-bodied men to work as porters,
guides, or whatever the need might be. The tasks that these men were required to do were
inconvenient and laborious and, therefore, the men did them with a reluctant, complaining spirit.

Christ is, here, referring to those who were pressed into the service of the state and forced
into doing unwelcome tasks. These tasks, therefore, were duties, not of choice, but of necessity
and, because of the ruling of the Roman government, the Roman soldiers had the right to compel
anyone to carry their load for amile.

When Christ refersto the abuse of authority, He said that one isto accept this authority
cheerfully and isto do whatever is asked of him, readily. Christ tells us that one must patiently
bear these injustices and not give way to bitter resentment when there is a curtailment of his
personal liberties.

BEING "COMPELLED TOGOAMILE" IN OUR DAY AND CULTURE MEANS:
1. Accepting our government's unjust demands upon us.
2. Accepting being overworked by our employers
3. Accepting being forced to perform certain duties
4. Accepting being charged exorbitant prices for necessities.

Jesus said that, when the Romans demanded that one carry their bags "a mile," the
Christian was to go beyond the mile that was demanded of him and go "two miles."

In thisverse, verse 41, Christ is dealing with one's natural tendency to resent the demands
made of him by those in authority over him and one's natural tendency to feel indignation over



some law that he does not like. However, Christ istelling us to do what is demanded of us
willingly, and then to go "above and beyond" what is demanded of us!

In 1 Peter 2:18, God commanded, " Servants to subject to your masters with the utmost
respect; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward [overbearing or cruel].”

1 Peter 2:13-21 states, "Submit your selves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted
among men: whether to the king, asthe supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by Himto
punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God's will that by doing
good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. Show proper respect to everyone: Love the
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. Saves, submit yourselves to your masterswith
all respect, not only to those who are good and consider ate, but also to those who are harsh. For it
iscommendableif a man bearsup under the pain of unjust suffering because heis conscious of God.
But howisit to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endureit? But if you suffer
for doing good and you endureit, thisis commendabl e before God. To thisyou were called, because
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps.”

In this day and age, we do not have what is referred to here as "masters’ over us,
however, we do have those in authority, namely, our government, our employers, and others,
who, in a Scriptural sense, are "over us."

We are here turning our attention to verse 41, and here, Christ is saying that, when unjust
demands are made upon us, we should not get upset about it, nor should we lose our temper,
AND, not only should we do what is demanded of us, cheerfully, but, we, aso, should go
beyond what is demanded of us, and we should "go the second mile."

Matthew 5:42
"Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn
away from the one who wants to borrow from you."

Christ is here, in verse 42, dealing with one's tendency, because of man's self-
centeredness, to be indifferent to those around him who are in real need. Christ is speaking of the
attitude, and spirit, of self that is always considering self first and, essentially says, "What is
mine, ismine and | will not listen to requests when anyone asks for what is mine."

1 John 3:17-18 teaches, "If anyone has material possessions and sees hisbrother in need but
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, et us not love with words or
tongue but with actions and in truth."”

When Chrigt, in Matthew 5:42, encourages usto help others, Heis NOT encouraging us
to help professional beggars, drunkards, or con men, who spend alifetime, and life style, asking
for help, those who will not work, but, rather, Christ is encouraging us to help those around us
who have areal need, for reasons beyond their control.

VERSE 42 VERSES, MUST BE UNDERSTOOD IN ITSCONTEXT

Christ hasjust dealt with the spirit of selfishness which seeks personal revenge [verse 39]
and that same spirit which seeksto protect its possessions [verse 40]. Then, Christ deals with



one's attitude when unjust demands are made upon him [verse 41] and, now, He deals with the
guestion of those who would borrow from him.

In this whole passage, verses 39-42, Christ shows us what He meant by the statement in
verse 30, "Do not resist an evil person.”

THISWHOLE SECTION, VERSES 39-42,
DEALSWITH THE QUESTION OF "SELF."

Christ is, here, unveiling and exposing "self," and what "self” feels areitsrights.

1. Oneisnot to retaliate when personal injury is doneto him - verse 39

2. One's attitude toward his personal possessionsis not be one of "clinging" on to them
to satisfy "self." - verse 40

3. Oneisnot to react selfishly when injustices are inflicted upon him by those in positions
of authority over him - verse 41

4. Oneisnot to selfishly say, "Why should | part with MY goods, when there is someone
in need who wants to borrow from me?"

In Matthew 5:39-42, Jesusistelling usthat, Christians are to die to self, to take
up their cross and follow Him," and then, He shows us how we are to do this.

Christ did not begin His Sermon on the Mount with this "message,” but, rather, He began
it with the beatitudes - [telling us that one must be poor in spirit; one must mourn; one must be
meek; one must hunger and thirst after God; etc.] and, then, after He hastold us all that we are
to "be," He goes on and makes the above declarations, because, it is impossible for anyone who
does not radiate the Christ-like qualities of the beatitudesto "die to self.”

Of course, one cannot, of hisown effort, dieto himself, because, in order for oneto beableto
dieto self he must be "born-again,” letting Christ'slife enter into hislife and flow through hislife!

In Matthew 5:39-42, Christ is dealing with the various rights of self, man's prideful
attitude, and constant tendency, to watch out for his ego, always wanting to protect it from insult,
attack, or injury. Christ is saying that one's concern, and protection, of hisego . . . for therights
of self . . . must disappear!

GeorgeMuller said, "Therewasa day when | died .. . . utterly died . . . to George Muller . . .
andto hisopinions. . . hispreferences. . . histastes. . . and hiswill. Therewasaday when | died to
theworld and all itsapproval . . . theapproval or blame of even my brethrenand friends. . .and. . .
sincethat day . . . | have studied only to show myself approved unto God."

The tendency within man isto fight for his honor and his name and it used to be that he
fought for these things "by way of the duel" and, while different methods of fighting are used
today, the world still admires the aggressive person, the person who is always ready to defend
himself, and hisrights. However, Christ's way, [the way that Christians areto life] isfor one to,
rather than defend his rights, surrender, dieto, hisrights, as he, " diesto self,” and, for one to be
ableto actually do this[die to self, hisrights and his needs] is not only impossible for the
unsaved man, but, is also very difficult for the born-again believer! It sound so good in study, but



seems, so often, to fail in practicel
HOW CAN THIS PRINCIPLE OF "DYING TO SELF" BE LIVED?

One must face his problemsin an honest manner and he must not make excuses for
himself.

One must hold this teaching of Christ before him and he must examine himself inits
light, asking himself, "Do | react in self-defense when I'm annoyed . . . when I'mgrieved . . .
when | feel that I've been hurt or wronged . . . or when | have suffered an injustice?’

One must realize that the true cause of his self-defensiveness is that horrible, foul, thing
called SELF-CENTEREDNESS!

If one thinks over his life and recall all the moments of strain, irritability, and bad temper
when something disturbed him, he would find that, in every situation, it was self that wasthe main
cause of all his unhappiness.

One will aso find that the person who is sold out to God, who indeed has Jesus Christ as
hisLord, isatruly happy person!

One's circumstances have nothing to do with his happiness. There have been Christians
who have been thrown into dungeons, who have had their feet fastened in stocks, who have been
burned at the stake, and yet, they were still . . . in the trust sense of happiness. . . "happy.”

If one is unhappy, it means that, in some way or another, heisliving for self . . . looking
out for self . . . thinking only of self.

Jesusistelling us that any desireto glorify self . . . or to safeguard the interests of self . . .
issin!

HOLINESSISDELIVERANCE FROM A SELF-CENTERED LIFE!

In Philippians 2:5-11, let's ook at the selfless life, which was so perfectly lived in Christ
Jesus, Who never considered Himself.

"Your attitude should bethe same asthat of Christ Jesus. Who, beingin very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient to death - even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted Him
to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

While the entire second chapter of Philippians should be read, these verses specifically
show that Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God . . . Who was equal with God the Father in heaven
... did not clingto Hisrights. . .but humbled Himself . . . denied Himself . . . took upon
Himself the form of man . . and came to die for mankind!



Christ deliberately made Himself dependent upon God, the Father. He said, while on
earth, "l have come to do Thy will, O God!" Christ was wholly dependent upon His Heavenly
Father for everything!

2 Corinthians 5:15 states, "And He [Jesus Christ] died for all, that those who live should no
longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them and was raised again.”

The New English Bible Tranglation of thisverseis, "Christ's purpose in dying for all was
that men, while still in this life, should cease to live for self and live for Him Who, for their sake,
died and was raised to life."

At this point in our study, | want to return to the second chapter of 1 Peter, [I shared
verses 13 through 21 back on page 109], | share verses 22-25: "He [Jesus Christ] committed no
sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth.” When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not
retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who
judgesjustly. He Himself bore our sinsin His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and
live for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed. For you were like sheep going
astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”

INSUMMARY OF MATTHEW 5:39-42

A Christian'slifeis not be one of self-defense, nor isit to be one of self-sensitivity
because, even:

« if the Christian isinsulted, heis not to retaliate,
* if hereceives ablow, [physically, or verbally, he is not to strike back,
* if someone sues him and takes his coat, heisto give him his cloak also,

* if someone, who isin need, asks for something that is his, heis not to
respond by saying, "It ismine, and | will not shareit!"

Jesus Christ died for our "sin nature” in order that it . . . man'ssin nature.. . . might
die...AND ... Herosefrom the dead in order that His"resurrection life" might make it
possible for man to live, really live!

Matthew 5:43-48, "You have heard that it was said, "Love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.' But | tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes hissuntoriseonthe
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing
that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing morethan others? Do
not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, asyour heavenly Father is perfect.™

We have now come to the last of the six illustrations that Jesus gives us to teach us the
true meaning of the law (as compared to the perverted meaning given it by the false teachings of
the Pharisees. . . AND . . . to show us how our righteousnessis to "exceed the righteousness of
the Scribes and the Pharisees.”

In thefirst fiveillustrations, Jesus deals with the NEGATIVE attitudes one must not have



and, now in thissixth illustration, He dealswith the POSI T1VE attitude a child of God must have.

Not only isthe child of God to be "dead to self,” and self interests, but heis also called to
show forth love!

Jesus tells us that, not only isthe child of God not to strike back when someone strikes
him, but he must also have a positive attitude toward him because we, as Christians, are called to
love even our "enemies.”

The Pharisees actually taught that one was to love his neighbor and the hate his enemies!
Where can this teaching be found in the law of the Old Testament? Can any statement be found
in Moses law that, in any way, could be so misconstrued?

The answer issimply "No!" There is no statement found anywhere in the Old Testament
that even remotely suggests that one should "hate his enemies.” How, then, did the Pharisees
arrive at such ateaching?

The Phariseesinterpreted the word, "neighbor"” to mean an "Israel- ite," so they taught that
they, as Jews, were to love the Jews and, since everyone else was an alien, and, therefore, an
"enemy," they were to hate their enemies.

The Phariseestaught that, no only wasit all right for oneto hate hisenemies, but it wastheir
duty to do so. The Pharisees regarded everyone, except the Jews, as "dogs,” and, of course, the
Gentiles despised the Jews as well!

The Pharisees taught that they were honoring God by despising everyone who was not a
Jew.

Nowhere, but nowhere, in Scripture will one find God teaching that we are to love our
neighbors and the hate our enemies! One can, however, find statements that may have
encouraged the Pharisees to come to the conclusion that they were to hate their enemies.

What Scripture could that be?

» Had not God commanded Israel to "exterminate’ the Canaanites?

* Were not the Israglites to not treat the Amorites, the M oabites, the Midianites
with any kindness?

» Had not God said that the Amalekites were to be blotted off the face of the earth?

» What about when David prayed in Psalms 69:23-25? "Let their (that is David's
enemies) eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to

shake. Pour out Thine indignation upon them, and let Thy wrathful anger take hold
of them. Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents."

» And, what about Psalms 139:21-22, which states, "Do not | hate them, O Lord, that
hate Thee? and am not | grieved with those what rise up against thee? | hat them
with perfect hatred; | count them mine enemies." ?

How can wereconcilethe" Love of God" with Hisordering the utter extermination
of a nation?



This certainly does sound appalling, however, there is something which is even more
appalling, and that is the sins of a people which has come to the full, when their rebellion against
God is so strong and they are so morally corrupt, so utterly perverted, as to make this act of God
absolutely necessary in the interest of God's dealings with humanity!

Scripture and history reveal the unfathomable depth of the moral pollution of the nations
that God destroyed. These nations were amoral cancer in humanity, threatening the very life of
the whole human race!

A Surgeon must shrink from the task of cutting the fiber of cancer out of a body, but he
doesit, not out of his hatred for the person, but, rather, out of hislove for him, because, under the
circumstances, it is the kindest thing that he can do for the cancer victim.

IF THESE NATIONS HAD NOT BEEN ELIMINATED,
ISRAEL WOULD HAVE BEEN EXTERMINATED BY THESE NATIONS SIN!

Now, what about the imprecator Psalms of 69 and 139?

Psalm 69 and Psalm 139 are called "imprecator” Psalms because "imprecate” means "to
call down, or invokeevil" . .. "to curse."

In these Psalms, David is referring to "judgment,” and "revenge,” in terms of the
"Judicial Law," rather than in terms of individual action (an individual" act of revenge) because,
he was not speaking of the things which had been done to him personally , but, rather, he was
speaking of that which had been done to God's people. David spoke as he did because it was
God's honor that was at stake. Note that David said that it was the "zeal of the house of God" that
moved him.

And, what about, in Matthew 23, where Jesusis pronouncing those "woes," or "curses,” upon
the Pharisees? Was Christ showing them LOVE when He pronounced these curses upon them?

SCRIPTURE MUST NEVER CONTRADICT ITSELF, THEREFORE, WHAT CHRIST
SAID IN MATTHEW 23 MUST AGREE WITH WHAT HE SAID IN MATTHEW 5:44
WHEN HE SAID, "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and per secute you."

In Matthew 5:45, Jesus goes on to say, "That ye may be the children of your Father which
isin heaven; For He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the
just and on the unjust.”

Y ES, God does cause His sun to shine on the evil and the good, He does bless those who
hate Him, and He does send rain on those who defy Him, however, He also announces to them
that, unless they repent, they will be destroyed!

In Matthew 5:44-48, in Christ's continuing endeavor to contrast the
original intent of God'slaw with the Pharisees perverted interpretation of
that law, He shows us how the Pharisees had taken the Judicial principles




and reduced them to individual principles.

When verse 45 states, "That ye may be the children of your Father which isin heaven,” it
means, simply, that we. . . as Christians. . . areto be "like our Father," we are to "behave as
God behaves."

Inthe Greek language, thereismore than just oneword that means "love." One of the Greek
words for love means, "to have esteem for," while another Greek word for love means, "to have a
warm, instinctive affection . . . an emotional feeling . . . for."

We are never commanded to "love" our enemiesif, by "love," one meansto have "a
warm, instinctive affection . . . an emotional feeling . . . for" because thiskind of loveisa
matter of the emotions, rather than a matter of the will!

EMOTIONS CANNOT BE COMMANDED
To "love" one's enemy does not mean that one has to "like" him, or his ways!

One can "love" those whom one does not particularly "like," because, one can have a
sustained, unbreakabl e attitude of "good will" toward one's enemies and yet, at the same time,
not have a"warm emotional affection” for them.

Thekind of "love" that Jesus speaks of, in the Sermon on the Mount, is not a"feeling,”
but, rather, it isan "act of thewill" and it is always possible to have this kind of God-given love
toward one's enemies.

We are commanded to "love" others even when we may not "like" them and, in verse 44,
when Christ commands us to "love our enemies,” the kind of "love" that He is speaking of isthe
"love" that, "blesses,” "does good to," and "prays for," one's enemies.

C.SLewisof Cambridge, England, said, Do not waste your time wor rying about whether or
not you love your neighbor, just act asif you do and, when you act asif you love him, you will find
that you do love him. If you dislike someone and, yet, nevertheless, do hima good turn, you will find
yourself disliking him less and | ess.

The difference between a Christian and a worldly man isthat the worldly man treats certain
peopl e kindly because helikesthem, whereasthe Christian treatsall peoplekindly and finds himsel f
liking them more and more, even though, in the beginning, there are certain individuals that he
couldn't even imagine himself liking."

When loving one's enemies, one must make a clear distinction between the "person” and
the person’'s "actions.”

BEHAVIOR and PERSON HOOQOD are not the same thing!

ONE'STREATMENT OF OTHERS MUST NEVER
DEPEND UPON WHAT THEY DO TO HIM

Some people that you meet will be evil, foul, and unjust, however, if you are to be the



Christian God desires you to you, you must be like your Father which isin heaven, "for He

[verse 45].
God is governed by His own love, and His love isindiscriminate!

It isonly when we live for "self" that we, becomes sensitive to self, watchful, jealous,
envious and, react negatively to what others do to us.

According to this passage [ M atthew 5:38-42], that the principles by which we are
governed are also the principles which enable us to detach ourself from ourself. Because we are a
"new creaturein Christ Jesus," we now see things differently and, therefore, we react to others
differently. We now have something within us that determines our conduct and behavior.

GOD SEESALL THE SIN AND SHAME IN THE WORLD

Sinisaresult of Satan's activity, and God sees it as such! Those who curse us,
despitefully use us, and persecute us, are dupes of Satan. They are, therefore, governed by the
"god of thisworld," Satan! They, not we, are the victims and, because of this, we are not to be
annoyed at what they do to us, but, rather, we are to realize that they are hell-bound sinners.

God looked at the world and, in spite of its sin and shame, He "so loved the world that He
gave His Only Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlagting life" [John 3:16].

1. Our purpose, as Christians, is not to attempt to make everyone our "friend.” Whileitis
true that most times, when we are nice to people they will be nice in return. However, this
does not necessarily mean, because we are nice, that we are living a Christian, Sermon-on-the-
Mount, life-style. There are many non-Christians who are nice!

2. We, as Christians, are called to love people as they are, for who they are, rather than for
what they may become! Jesus teaches that we are to "bless them,” "do good to them," or
"pray for them,” NOT out of adesire to somehow change them, or to turn them into what we
want them to be, BUT, RATHER, OUT OF A DESIRE TO SIMPLY "LOVE" THEM, TO
SHOW THEM GOD'S LOVE!

WE CANNOT REDEEM PEOPLE BY THE THINGSWE "DO" FOR THEM, WE CAN
ONLY DISPLAY TO THEM, THE LOVE OF GOD!

HOW ARE WE TO LOVE PEOPLE?
HOW ARE WE TO SHOW THEM THE "LOVE OF GOD"?

1. We are to "bless them that curse us"

We are to reply to bitter words with words of kindness!



When we return "like for like," and tell someone off, we are
putting our self on the same level as the one who has offended us.

2. We areto "do good to them that hate us"

When someone is spiteful and cruel to us, we must not return that same kind of
treatment because, regardiess of how we are treated. Jesus taught that we must, like our
heavenly Father, treat all people alike. God sends rain and sun on the farmer who rebels
against Him just the same as He sends rain and sun on the farmer who lives righteously [vs.
45].

3. Weareto "pray for them which despitefully use us, and persecute us’

When we are cruelly persecuted, we must pray for those who are persecuting us,
getting down on our knees and talking to God about our persecutors, rather than becoming
bitter and harsh and reacting in such away asto please, or satisfy, self - assuaging the pain of
our hurt ego!

When we are being cursed, hated or persecuted, we need to ask ourself some questions.
He need to ask ourself, "Why is this person behaving this way toward ? Is there something
within me that causes this person to treat me unkindly? Why is this person per secuting me?"

» Do we pray for those who persecute us, or despitefully uses us?
» Do we ask God to have mercy upon them?

Visualize Jesus as He is falsely condemned, beaten, and nailed to a cruel cross, and then,
listen to He is saying: "Father, forgive them, they know not what they are doing?"’

Everywhere throughout God's Word, one will find this principle: "If thine enemy
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give himto drink.” When Stephen was stoned to death, he said,
"God, lay not this sin to their charge.”

ARE WE THISLOVING, AND FORGIVING, TOWARD OUR ENEMIES?
"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect" [Matthew 5:48]
To be "perfect” isto be complete in righteousness!

When we make God's"LOVE" the law, the principle of, our life, we fulfill the whole
[aw!

Before leaving Matthew 5, and going on to Matthew 6, we need to take another ook at
verses 47 and 48, which state: "If ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? Do
not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father whichisin heaven is
perfect.”

Before making the above statement, Christ had just given adetailed exposition on how oneis
totreat hisenemiesand how oneisto behave toward those who treat him wrongly. Now, inverse 48,
He goes on to tell us that one must understand who heis!



This48th verse should explode, once and forever, any falseideathat anyone might have that
the Sermon on the Mount isjust a set of ethical rules!

Theessentia truth that runsthroughout this sermon messageisthat it takesthe power of the
Holy Spirit to live this sermon message!

One must keep before him the order in which Christ delivers this sermon because, itis
only after the "deliverance" of the beatitudes and the detailed illustrations on how one's
righteousness is to exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, that Jesus then says,
"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.”

The Ten Commandmentsaredifficult enoughto live, but, whenwelook at the Sermon on the
Mount and see that, NOT ONLY ARE WE NOT TO COMMIT ADULTERY, BUT ALSO ARE
WENOT EVEN TO"LOOKWTH LUST;" NOT ONLY AREWETODOWHAT ISEXPECTED
OF US, BUT WE ARE ALSO TO GO BEYOND WHAT ISEXPECTED OF USAND "GO THE
SECOND MILE;" AND WHEN SOMEONE SUES US, NOT ONLY ARE WE "TO GIVE HIM
OUR COAT," BUT WE ARE TO "GIVE HIM OUR CLOAK ALSO.," We can begin to feel pretty
discouraged because, in fact, it isutterly impossible for usto live our these "injunctions" in our own
power and ability!

However, the thing about these "injunctions’ that should make us feel encouraged isthe
fact that God's commanding us to do these thingsimpliesthat it is possible, by His ennoblement,
to do them, AND, there can be no greater compliment paid to us than Christ saying to us, "thisis
what you are supposed to be doing and thisis what you can, with My help, do!"

Anyone who might feel that living these injunctions is something that he can do on his
own, in hisown strength, by his own ability, has his theory shattered when Jesus days, "Be ye
therefore perfect even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect.”

WHEN WE COMEFACETOFACEWITH THEACTUAL DEMANDSOF CHRIST, WE
SEE THAT IT IS QUITE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE NATURAL MAN TO LIVE THESE
DEMANDS

We will never see the glory, the grandeur, and the uniqueness of Christian character until
we see, and realize, that we are a"child of God."

If wetry to live the injunctions of the Sermon on the Mount by making a great effort to . .
. [in our own strength and ability] . . . we will never understand what it really meansto be a
Christian!

Verse 47 asks, "What do ye more than others?" Moffatt's translation renders this verse,
"If you only salute your friends, what is special about you?"

Remember that Jesus begins this particular passage with verse 20, when He says "Except
your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter
into the kingdom of heaven," and then He ends what He is saying with verses 47 and 48.

A CHRISTIAN IS UNIQUE




It can never be emphasized enough that a Christian is to be unusual, heisto be distinct,
and he isto be set apart from others!

Jesus said, "If you love those who love you, what reward have you?' Anyone can go one
miles because the law demandsiit, but the Christian is to do more than just what the law
demands, heisto go "two miles."

A Christian is able to do what others cannot do because heis able to go above and
beyond what others do. The Christian can, in other words, do more than the best and the highest
that the "natural” man can do.

The Pharisees were "moral” teachers. They lived lives that, for all intents and purposes,
were scrupulous, honest, just, and upright and, yet, they were not "Christians' because they did
not believe in Jesus Christ! The fact that the Pharisees were scrupulous, honest, just, and upright
without being "Christians' tells us that, in fact, one can be all these things and still not be atrue
Christian, which iswhy Christ said that the Christians, the real Christian, had to be beyond, and
"exceed," what the Pharisees were and, what they did."

DON'T MISSTHE WORD "BE"

Verse 45, "Be the children of your Father whichisin heaven.”
Verse 48, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect.”

WE, AS CHRISTIANS, ARE TO MANIFEST GOD'S LIFE,
WEARE TO "BE" LIKE CHRIST

We must ask ourself the question, "What is there about my life that cannot be explained
in ‘normal’ terms. . . in terms of the "natural’ ?"

HOW ISTHE CHRISTIAN DIFFERENT FROM THE "NATURAL" MAN?

1. A Christian's attitude toward the law is different!

The natural man may attempt to "observe" the law, but a Christian goes beyond just
attempting to observe the law because he is more concerned about the "spirit" and essence of
the law than heisthe "letter," the "observance," of the law.

2. A Chrigtian's attitude toward mor ality is differ ent!

The natural man assumes a " negative" posture toward morality. In other words, the natura
man endeavors to be "moral” by just not doing certain things, like, being dishonest, unjust,
immoral, etc.

The spiritual man assumes a "positive" posture toward morality because he actually
hungers and thirsts after righteousness [morality].

3. A Chrigtian's attitude toward sin is different!




The natural man thinks of sin in terms of his"actions."

The spiritual man, knowing that one may be guilty of sinning even when he is not guilty of the
outward "act" of sin, thinks of sin in terms of his "heart-attitude.”

4. A Christian's attitude toward himself is different!

The natural man's attitude is, "I'm not perfect, but at least I'm not vile, therefore, I'm as good
asmost."

The spiritual man's attitude is one of being "poor in spirit . . . mournful . . . and meek."

5. A Christian's attitude toward other peopleisdiffer ent!

The natural man may "tolerate" others, but, the spiritual man, realizing that others are often
dominated by Satan, goes beyond just "tolerating" others and actually "loves" them.

6. A Christian's attitude toward God is different!

The natural man thinks of God as Someone to be feared and obeyed, however, the spiritual man
loves God and has come to know Him as aloving Father.

7. A Christian's attitude toward his own motivesis differ ent!

The natural man may do agreat deal of good, however, he aways keeps a record, an account, of
his good deeds.

The spiritual man, realizing that love is the fulfillment of the law, gives of himself sacrificialy,
without counting the cost.

8. A Chrigtian's attitude toward what happensin thislife isdifferent!

The natural man may face trias, tribulations, struggles, and even sickness, with dignity, asa
gentleman. He may exercise an iron will and not complain about his tribulation, as he keeps
everything "bottled up inside," however, the spiritual man rejoices in tribulation because he
realizes that God's has meaning in everything that happens to him and that 'all things work
together for good to them that love God and are called according to God's purpose.”

9. A Chrigtian's attitude toward injuriesinflicted upon him is different, because, his
attitude toward his enemiesis different!

The natural man may be calm, he may not "hit back” or retaliate, as he merely ignores what
injuries are inflicted upon him and as he maintains an attitude of "indifference" toward his
enemies.

The spiritual man not only does not strike back when someone inflicts injuries upon him, but
he also, "loves hisenemies” . . . "does good to those who hate him" . . . "blesses those who
cursehim® . ..and. .. "praysfor those who despitefully use him and persecute him."



10. A Christian's attitude toward death is differ ent!

The natural man may die with dignity, he may die on the battlefield without grumbling, or he
may meet death with calm resignation, however, the spiritual man says, along with the apostle
Paul, "For meto liveis Christ, and to dieis gain" because the spiritual man has adesireto
depart and be with Christ. The spiritual man is not only not afraid to die, but he also looks
forward to dying because he knows that, by dying, he will be entering into the presence of God!

In the beatitudes, Christ shows us how utterly hopeless, and guilty, we are before

Almighty God, and, He shows us just what a Christian's attitude should BE toward his
hopel essness and guilt.

The Christian is not one who decides that he is going to live by the injunctions of the
Sermon on the Mount because he happens to feel that these injunctions are a good standard of
"ethics," but rather, the Christian is one who realizes that, unless he is "born-again,” he will
never be able to live the injunctions of the Sermon on the Mount.

Verse 45 does NOT say, "that ye therefore may be child of God." but, rather, it says,
"that ye therefore may be children of your Eather whichisin heaven."
Verse 48 does NOT say, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as God is perfect,” but, rather it says, "Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect.”

* GOD'SDIVINE NATURE ISWITHIN US!

* CHRIST DWELLSIN OUR HEARTS RICHLY THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT!
* GOD ISOUR HEAVENLY FATHER!

* ITISGOD THAT WORKETH IN US, "BOTH TOWLL AND TO DO
OF HISGOOD PLEASURE!"

No one, outside of Jesus Christ, has ever lived
the injunctions of the Sermon on the Mount!

As one reads the injunctions of the Sermon on the Mount, one is very apt to become
discouraged upon realizing what is demanded of him, until, Christ reminds him that heisa"child
of God," and that God, in heaven, is his Father, which means that, one, therefore, is not left on

his own to try and live these injunctions because Christ comes to dwell within him, to take up
His abode within his Spirit!

Jesus tells us that He is the vine and that we are the branches, therefore, the power, the
life, and the sustenance, that we need to live the injunctions of the Sermon on the Mount is right
there within us and we are simply to "bear fruit" as He gives us His life through our lives!

WHAT IS"GOD-LIKE" ABOUT YOU?

The question of how "God-like" one is has nothing to do with whether or not heisliving
agood, moral, upright life, or whether or not he is saying his prayers, or going to church,
because, one can "do" al these things and still not "be" God-like, till not "be" the Christian God



expects usto be.
Jesus asks, in verse 47, "What do ye more than others?"

We are"children of God," our Father, and, therefore, we should resemble Him, and His
characteristics!

GOD HELPUSTOHAVE A UNIQUENESSAND SEPARATENESSTHAT DIVIDESUS
FROM OTHERS WHO ARE NOT CHRISTIANS. GOD HELP US TO HAVE LIVES THAT
PROCLAIM TO OTHERS, "WE ARE CHILDREN OF OUR FATHERWHICH ISIN HEAVEN!"

REVIEW OF MATTHEW 5

Verses 3-12 The BEATITUDES - the attitudes the Christian should “be.”

Verses 13-16 | How Christians are to act in the world.
They areto be"salt" and "light" to the world.

Verses 17-48 | The Christian's relationship to the law. Christ contrasts God's
purpose of the law with the Pharisees' perverted interpretation
of the law.

Note that Matthew 5 closes with Christ's statement,

"Be ye perfect, even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect.”



