
 

The Putney Debates 
Worksheet 3  

Oliver Cromwell 
 

These are two pictures of Oliver Cromwell.   
 

                     
        Oil Painting by Robert Walker             Engraving by James Caldwell 
 
 

Observation: 
 

 Write down what is similar and what is different about them 
 

SIMILAR DIFFERENT 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Interpretation: 

 What do you think the artists are trying to tell us about him; 
by showing him in armour and holding a sword?  

 ______________________________________________________ 
 

by showing him holding a commanders baton? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 
 



Inquiry: 
One of these paintings shows Cromwell as a statesman (politician) 

 Which one?  ________________________________________ 
 

 Give reasons for your answer 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 What do the pictures tell us about fashion during this period? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 What do these quotes tell us about Oliver Cromwell as a person? 
  

Quote by Oliver Cromwell What does it tell us about him? 
“Put your trust in God, but keep 
your [gun] powder dry” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Mr. Lely, I desire you would use 
all your skill to paint my picture 
truly like me, and not flatter me at 
all; but remark all these 
roughnesses, pimples, warts, and 
everything as you see me” 
To Peter Lely whilst sitting for a portrait 

 
 
 
 
 

“I tell you we will cut off his head 
with the crown upon it” 
 
 
To one of the judges at the trial of King 
Charles I, 1648 
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